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NOVA SCOTIA.

The Indians of the counties of Annapolis and Shelburne are of the Micmac
stock, as are the Indians, generally, of this Province, The Indians of these couunties
are said to be gradually improving in their habits. Their principal means of
support are derived from fishing, hunting, from the sale of oil extracted from fish,
and from the disposal of such articles as Indians generally manufacture. The Indicn
population of these counties is one hundred and twelve. I regret that the very
meagre statistical statement forwarded by the agent prevents me from giving any
further details respecting these Indians,

The sanitary condition of the Indians of the County of Digby, whose reserve
is on Bear River, was not as good as usual during the past year. Consumption is
the most fatal disease with which they are afflicted, Intemperance is not so com-
mon with members of this band as was formerly the case. The conviction and
subsequent committal to prison of a person who had broken the law by selling
intoxicants to some of them, hags, doubtless, had a deterrent effect upon others.

The school on the reserve is favorably reported of by the Public School
Inspector. '

The Indians of the County of Yarmouth are included in the same agency, but
there is no reserve in that county. They therefore camp on lands not their own,
and very little is known about them. The Indian population of the two counties
is two hundred and twenty-five. They have two hundred and fifty acres under
cultivation, of which twelve acres were newly broken this year. They raised nine
hundred and thirty-three bushels of farm produce, and cut thirty and a half tons
of hay. The value of the fish and furs taken by them is estimated at $6,000;
and from other industries they are stated to have realized $3,080.

The Indians of King's county number only seventy-five souls. They are, for
the most part, well behaved, temperate, and industrious in their habits. They sup-
port themselves principally by the manufacture and sale of Indian work. They
have no reserve for general occupation. A few families are settled upon a lot con-
sisting of ten acres, which the Department purchased for them several years since.
The others occupy pieces of 1and which they have either brought or which are the
property of white people. These Indians subsist principally by the sale of Indian
wares. They have six acres under tillage, two acres of which were newly broken
this year. They raised three hundred and eighty bushels of produce.

The Indians of the counties of Queen’s and Lunenburg number one hundred
souls. They are reported to be improving in their circumstances. They have one
hundred and thirty acres under cultivation, whereof five acres were broken for the
first time this year. Their products amoun_tpd to four hundred and fifty-six bushels
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