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of finding at all times a large majority ready to take the
field, and act in conjunction with our troops, but aceounts
received this morning state that they have determined to re-
main neutral, and had in consequence refused (with the excep-
tion of about 50) to join Captain Chambers’ detachment

T meditated, the moment I could colleet a sufficient number
of Militia, a diversion to the westwavd, in the hope of compel-
ling General Hnll to retreat across the river, but this unex-
pected intelligence has ruined the whole of my plans—The
Militia which T destined for this service, will now be alarmed,
and unwilling to leave their families to the merey of 400
Tndians, whose conduet affords such wide room for suspicion—
and really to expect that this fiekle race would remain in the
midst of war in a state of neutrality is truly absurd—The
Tndians have probably been led fo this change of sentiment by
emissaries from General Hull, whose proclamation to the six
nations is herewith enelosed—!

T have not deemed it of sufficient importance to commence
active operations on this line by an attack on Fort Niagara-—
Tt ean be demolished when fonmd neeessary in half an hour,
and there my means of annoyance would terminate—To enable
the Militia to organize some degree of diseipline without
interruption 1s of far greater consequence than such a econ-
quest—

Tvery thing shall be done in my power to overcome the
difficulties by which T am surrounded but without strong re-
inforcements, I fear the Country cannot be rounsed to make
exertions, equal, without support, to meet the present erigis—

T proceed immediately to York to attend the meeting of the

Tegislature—I hope to return on Wednesday—The charge of
{his frontier will in the mean time devolve on 1t Colonel
Myers,? who appears worthy of every confidence—

‘The actual invasion of the Province has compelled me to
recall that portion of the Militia whom I perniitted to return
home and work at harvest—I am prepared to hear of much
discontent in consequence—The disaffected will take advantage
of it and add fuel to the flame but it may not be without reason
that T may be accused of having already studied to the injury
of the service, their convenience and humour

1 For text of this proclamation, see p. 72;_

2 Tieutenant-Colonel Christopher Myers, 70th Toot. He was made a
doputy quartermaster-general, 1810; was wounded three times, and made a
prisoner during the war.



