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for eight years; and warden of the éounty the la»st three of, them, and bas beerimayor since 1877.

In 1871 he was'elected to the. Ontario Legislature was unseated on petition; returned in

January, 1.872, and served that term. out. His politics are Liberal Conservatîve, and he is

rather independent in bis views.' His roligious. connection is with the Reformed Episcopal

church. He is a Master Mason.

In 1858. Mr. Ardagh. married Martha L., third daughter of Rev. Sa'muelB. Ardagli, first. >

Rector of Barrie, and they have two children living, and have buried two.

REV. JOHN DAVISOi,

TOÈONT0.

EYEREND JOHN minister of the Primitive Methodist church, Toronto,

the venerable clergyman whose naine heads this sketch, is a native of Newcastle upon

Tyne, England, and was born November 23, 17.99. In-his early manhood he became much in-

tefested in home mission work, dhd at, the age of twenty-four was'called to the mi nistry in con-

nection with the Primitive Methodist church., in the nürth of England, and was stationed for

several years chiefly in the counties of Yorkshire and Lancashire. During this period he -pur-

sued the study of the classicsand acquired a knowledge of Rabbinical literature.

In the year. 1847, he.was sent to Canada by the Missionary.Soc.iety to superintend the

Canadian missions, and settled in the city of Toronto. The following nineteen'years were spent

in active service in the interest of the sôciety, 1avinor been elected president of the Canadian

Conference, and selected to occupy the pulpit of the church at Toronto for three years. In

1866, Mr. Davison was appoin'ted by the rreiieral conference to the charge of the * mi *sion office,

and the editorial charge of the CAristian Journal (the organ of the church in Canada), and

which.'was organized under bis supervision, femaining in this. capacity niùe years, when at the,

a,,e of sixty-seven, after forty-three years' continuous labor, hé was superannuàted, he bas how-

ever taken an active part during bis retirement., iü filling the pulpits as occasion rendered bis

inistrations necessary..

In addition to bis labors as chief editor of the Christian, Joitý-nal, Mr. Davison's literary

works embraced contrib'tio7as tot.he c.hurch maçr,.i.zines, published in London, the joùrnals and

life of the Rev. Willliani' Clowes (one o*f the founders'of the Primitive Methodist church), a

most valuable contribution to the records of the parent church; he also compiled a 'book of dis-

cipline, which. received the sanction of the Conferences of England and Canada, and was

adopted for the general use of' the church.

In the year 1863, Mr. Daivison was apppinted by the Canadian Government to the Senate

of the Univei sity, of whieh body he remainé d a mernber for a period of ten years.


