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for eight years; and warden of the ¢ounty the last three of them, and has been mayor since 1877.
- In 1871 he was elected to the Ontario Legislature ; was unseated on petition; returned in
January, 1872, and served that term out. His politics are Liberal Conservative, and he is
rather independent in his views. His rehmous connectlon is with the Reformed Eplscopa.l
church. He is a Master Mason. - :

In 1858 Mr. Ardagh married Martha L., third daughter of Rev. Samuel. B Ardacrh first -

- Rector of Bairie, and they have two chlldren hvmo' and have burled two,

REV. JOHN DAVISON,
TORONTO:;

EVEREND JOHN DAVISON minister of the Prlmltwe Methodist church, Totonto

the venerable clergyman whose name heads this sketch is a native of Newecastle upon

Tyne, England, and was born November 23, 1799. In‘his early manhood he became much i in-
terested in home mlssmn work, #nd at the age of twenty-four was'called to the ministry in con-
nection with the Primitive Methodlst church, in the north of England, and was “stationed for
several - years ch1eﬂy in the counties of Yorkshire and Lancashire. During this penod he pur-
sued the study of the classics and acquired a knowledrre of Rabbinical liferature. _
In the year 1847, he was sent to Canada by the Missionary Society to superintend the
Canadlan missions, and settled in the city of Toronto. The following nineteen years were spent -
in active service in the interest of the society, havmo' been elected president of the Canddian
Conference, and selected to occupy the pulpit of the church at Toronto for three years. In
1866, Mr. Davison was appomted by the general conference to the charwe of ‘the’ mission office,
and the editorial charge of the Clhr zstum Jouwrnal (the organ of the church in Ca,nada,) and

- which ‘was orﬂanlzed under his superwsmn remaining in this capacxty nirie years, when at the:

"age of smty-seven after forty-three years’ continuous labor, he was superannuated, he has how-

ever taken an active part during his retirement in filling the pulplts as occasion rendered his

, mlnlstratlons necessary

In addition to his labors as chief editor of the C’hmstwn Journal, Mr. Dav1son s literary
works embraced contributions to the church magazines, published in London, the journals and
life of the Rev. Willliam' Clowes (one of the founders'of the Primitive Methodist church), a

‘most valuable contribution to the records of the parent church ; he also compxled a book of dis-

cipline, which - received -the sanction of the Conferences of England and Canada and was

adopted for the general use of the church , . :
In the year 1863, Mr. Dav1son was appomted by the Ca,nadlan Govemment to the Senate

of the University, of whlch body he remamed a member for a period of ten years.




