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?;yMEevé).tilieve.:d, were in substance used
tiveg . ilson in .the House of Representa-
On;em anno'uncmg the capitulation of the
“wi,t,hand its acceptance of the Tariff
hangeg all the Senate’s amendments un-
GScrgib’ seem scarcely too strong to
Hrug ]e the actual situation. After a
nexg ign: of months, during which the busi-
gy erests of the nation have suffered
brop :t loss and multitudes have been
"Rutgof to the verge of despair through
the pey :mployment, the representatives of
the py P.e, backed by all the influence of
o <)b;l}mdent,ha\ve been. sign.ally defeated
opg ged to accept a Bill which itisalmost
of thi h secret was framed at the dictation
its crugl"e?t monopoly in question, so faras
reat B‘t’l& clauses- are concerned. This
out P&rarllllggl?’ whlch. is, we believe, wi.th-
o an fil in the hls.tory of the working
pmbablel‘l(}‘;an Republican institutions, is
Willy ut begun, rather than ended.
fe!’redtnow, we must suppose, be trans-
ey ofo the people:. If the majority re-
el fhe same mind as at the time of the
wil lmesldental .election and before, they
ion ofv: tt? consider not only the old ques-
0 o arlﬁ':reform but the new and per.
. faOR'e dx.ﬁicult one of Senate-reform,
Peapls ct ?bvlously is that the American
&n V_vxll héve either to devise some
898 in their constitutional machinery
isv;,hwh t.he. will of the people, once it
can b:en dlstmctly.expressed at the polls,
Onfe tlfade effective and paramount, or
at t:x In the eyes of all the nations
“the belr vaunted Republican system—
worlg ”est system of government in the
majom~does not ensure the rule of the
v ina.r'yl" or government by the people as
. rully understood, but is in practice
¢ of a moneyed aristocracy.

“t(i(:g? of Mr, Wi'laon's figures are too
tememg to be lea:mly accepted ; e.g., his
foral nt that, relying on the .certaint;y felt

vai t;hlmd that the Senate Bill would pre-

‘“g;r N Sllga_l' Trust has already bought

$119 0‘(;1 foreign markets to the value of

Wil 1;1 kO,OOO, and  the calculation that it

h‘&nsa:t'e a proﬁt' of $40,000,000 on the

e“mo";.on. But in our amazement at the
ro o] inary success of the monopolies we

‘l“eati:mat forgettm.g. the more practical

'PassndOf the‘provmons of the Tariff-Bill

iay tre ) &nc! its probable et'fect; upon Cana-

Ate billade with the Republic. The separ-

ten ders pass.et? by the House, after its sur-

Sugay » providing for putting coal, iron ore,
cou, and barbed wire on the free list, are

'ihcirTe :a.lue]ess, save as “.an assertion of
i tﬁ e. But-as the principle thus assert-

en © very principle which had just been

mendup in the acceptance of the .Senate
indg ments, the passing of these bills re-

Often l:me very much of the defiance we

ata ear defeated boys fling back at their

: ingg"mﬂw, ag soon a8 they have by run.
. e:wﬁy reached a safe position. Never-

% Some progress has been made. Free
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lumber, and reduced duties on coal, iron
ore, and other natural products, can hardly
fail to be helpful to Canadian as well as to
American industry. There is, moreover,
the hopeful consideration that no retrograde
movements are likely to be made in this war,
and that every advance gained will be help-
ful in the further progress of the contest
for commercial freedom.
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THE AUSTRALIAN MARKET.

The @lobe of Saturday last contained an
excellent and well-nigh exhaustive report
on the imports and exports of the Austral-
jan colonies, hy Mr. Carter Troop. This
report is the result of personal investigation
by Mr. Troop, who had the best facilities
for obtaining reliable information, being
furnished with letters of introduction to
leading men in the different colonies, from
the then acting Premier of the Dominion
(July, 1893), from geveral of the leading
newspapers, and from the Lieut.-Governor
of Ontario. So furnished, he had no diffi-
culty in obtaining access to Cabinet Minis-
ters, prominent men in all departments of
trade and industry, editors of leading news-
papers, and others in the different Austral-
ian colonies, who were able to aid him in his
investigations. Of these opportunities Mr.
Troop evidently made excellent use, and his
report is unquestionably one of the most
valuable statistical documents touching the
living question of intercolonial trade that
has yet been published.

The space at our disposal will not admit
of more than general reference to a few of
the more salient facts brought out in this
report, which it is to be hoped will be given
to the public in some more compact and
permanent form. Recognizing the fact,
which seems sometimes to be lost sight of
to too great an extent, that trade, in order
to be successful, must be mutual and mutu-
ally profitable, Mr. Troop deals with both
the imports and the exports of the Austral-
jan colonies in a very practical and direct
manner. Among the articles of import
which Canada might hope to take an im-
portant part in supplying, are timber, fish,
condensed milk, agricultural machinery and
implements, hardware, woodenware of all
kinds, furniture of certain kinds in a
¢ knocked-down " shape, boots and shoes,
furs, whiskey and beer, cotton and woollen
wearing apparel, and musical instruments.

Should any Canadian, however, be dis-
posed to harbor the idea that here is a wide
open door, and that all Canada has to do is
to complete certain more or less favourable
trade arrangments and enter an unoccupied
market, with assurance of immediately do-
ing a large and profitable business, a careful
perusal of Mr. Troop’s paper will relieve his
mind of such a misapprehension. In many
of the articles enumerated the United States
is already doing a considerable trade, and
will, no doubt, prove & Very formidable
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competitor, especially as she already has the
field, in certain of the most promising and
profitable lines of trade. To what extent
the advantages thus gained, and otbers
which will readily suggest themselves, may
be offset by special tariff arrangements be-
tween the colonies, depends upon the recep-
tion accorded by the British Government
to the request of the Ottawa Conference for
permission for the colonies to make prefer-
ential tariffs between themselves. It will
not be wise, probably, to count too much
upon this mode of overcoming competition.
Much, we might almost say everything, will
depend upon the prices and the quality of
the Canadian goods. Should the Democra-
tic policy of free raw materials prevail in
the United States, it is pretty clear that our
cousins would be able to offer their goods to
our kinsmen at the Antipodes at prices
with which we should find it very hard to
compete. Mr. Troop informs Canadian pro-
ducers again and again that the best and
nothing but the best of its kind must be
gent, if they hope to find and keep a market
in Australia.

As profitable one-sided trade is impossi-
ble, we naturally turn to inquire what are
the prospects for back-freights for the ves-
gels that may hereafter convey Canadian
products in larger quantities to the Austra-
lian shores. Mr. Troop enumerates as the
principal exports to the Republic, specie,
wool, coal, shale, tin, marsupial skins, flax
and Kauri gum. Of these the most im-
portant is, of course, wool. We do not
mention chilled meats, bacause it seems out
of the question that Canadian farmers and
herders should make it possible for produ-
cers on the other side of the earth to com-
pete with them in their own markets, Mr,
Troop is of opinion that if proper efforts
were made to secure for Canada the wool
trade of this continent, there is a chance
for the business to become one of great mag-
nitude, as Australian wool has by common
consent the leading place in the world’s mar-
kete. A growing but probably never very
extensive business seems possible in some of
the other products named, especially, we
judge, in tin, hides and skinsg, and above all
in sugar. As Canada imports sugar very
largely, and New South Wales and Queens-
land, particularly the latter, have facilities
for producing it in large quantities and at
low prices, there seems to be no good reason
why we should not procure this univer-
sally-used commodity from our trans-
Pacific cousins.

Mr. Troop points out the fact, which
has not perhaps been very clearly under-
stood, that hitherto a large part of the
trade between Australia and America has
been done by means of sailing vessele, & very
slow but also & very cheap means of inter-
communication. The direct steamship lines,
aided by the coming direct cables, have made
and will make possible the interchange of &
variety of perishable goods whose transmis-
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