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In a very able article on missions in thie BritishL and Foreign Evangcliral
Jeview, tlîo ivriter iiakes this startling staterneîît, that " the clirches of
(ireat Brîtain havec neyer as yet snadeforeigit isisions a Vart of their î'r.
WThat strikes us at first as bcing a strange assertion is, however, juptilked
by a further staternent, iichi is alnxost, as truc of our coi ntry as of Grcat
Britain :" The great missionary societies in England are all outside theu
churehes, ichel, as c7hurc1tcs, have nothing to, do with their maintenance
or manag enient. It is triic the money cornes fromn menibers of the
cijurchles, and churclienibers are managers of the scieties ; but all tit
the churebes do is to manifest a benevolert; ieutrality.. or to bestisw a
benevolent patronage. Missions to the beathien world are not made thte
iwurk of the elînrehes ; they are a pare;rgon-wc had almost said a by.plav,
or a May holiday-instead of beingrthe Chiurcli of Christ's flrst work, wi it
wvas ber Lord's final commission-a work deinanding thc Iîighest talent alld
most dcvoted service.",

It cannot be denied that tluis statemcnt~ is strictly according to fact, and
the faet is oue of the xnost serions Nvlich confronta s lai our missi.,nanv
operations. llesponsibility is the mother of activity. Only as Christians
are sensible of thieir obligation wvill thiey bec inoved to active conseeration.
Thierefore, liow te distributo responsibility for the work of evangrelizin.,

the ~ ~ ~ .ivrdl lcgeat problemn to bc solved in the present " crisis of
missions."

Now ire do not question for a moment the great value aud india.penqa.
bic necessity of our missionary boards. The splendid work which tlaey
have donc duringr the last liundred years bas amply justified the wi!zdo in (if
their founders ; and it is te bcecarnestly hopcd that the number and
efllciency of such societies niay bc greatly inecaaed ini the years te corne;
but there are certain perils connected ivith these great oiranizaitions tua
whichi ie sbould bc ]keenly alive.

In the first place, they tend te create a miissionary trust, lu whlîih re-
sponsibility la centred in a few bauds, funda administercd by a fcw men,
and thc world's evangelization syndicatcd in a few truetees. As grciât
emporlumai alînt ulp sinali siiopa and drive thc potty store-keepers ont --f
business, se wholeaale missions tend to concentrate thc trade in Gsm

pearis la a single firm, and thus to ereate a kind of evangelical nionopnly.
President Wayland, whose views of rnissionary policy, cxprcssed more tsan
forty yeacs ago, ]lave been more and more justifled by events, had verv
strong convictions on this point. le predicted that thie tendencv woufd
be stead!l' developed te carry on iss&ions by representation instend oif by
partiipa< îi-cnirchies turning over thecir reqponisibility.' te liottd5, bosrds
rclegating? it to executive committees, and executire coînmnitteea tosre
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