
Short Sermon.

Trayer ai praise are the two main parts of all vorship ; and it
rmiglt, perlaps, surprise oneu wlo liai not considered it, to discover
low largo a portion of our daily and Suniday services consists of
praise. Lot mo remark, in passing, that possibly, in our privato
devotions, tho eloment of praiso is too littlo regarded, too littlo in
use. I sec no reason wiv, in this niatter, our privato and our
public prayers shouhl bemued upon a diiierent model. As, in
public, wo praiso and thank God for public iercies, so, in privte,
sirely wo havo privato and personal mercies for wliclh to honour
and adore lis lIoly nanie. Is it not selfish to be always praying-
that is, asking God for sonething-on!y, and not, at thc ý,ino tine,
praising Hlim for blessings already received?

Wut, to speak moro particularly of public worship. Aro yoiu-
praises, thon, as well as your prayers, understandinq praises,-
spiritu..1 praises? Do you try to understand all thoso portions
of Divine Worship which consist of praisc 9 Do you stiidy, for
example, the Psalis, trying to undcrstand both thcir direct
meaning, and their Christian application? Tho 'n Deum and
other careles; the doxologies and meitrital hymns ; is the force of
all theso appreciated by you ? If not, iow can you bo said to
praise God, or to sing lis praises, vith understanding ? And liere,
again, renember, it nust bo not only a reasonablo but a spiritual
service. You must praiso God spiriually, as well as pray to fim
spiritually. Is it so with you? Do you lean upon the Spirit's
lelp in praise ? Do you, in reciting tle Isals ni David, seek to
nako tlieni your own-to mako thie:n speak your own wants-your
own penitence-your own longings for Divino grace-your own
desire for loliness? Do you, in tho hyinns, throw yourself heartily
into them as an act of worship? or, do you simply look upon them
as a pleasaut break in the monotony of prayer, not as an essential
and mnost spiritual part of the sacred service ? Do yon, in short,
sgq with the spirit, and sing with the understanding also ?

Thiese remnarks apply, of course, to every imember of a congrega-
tioi. But in what remains I desire to speak chiefly to those wlho
h.îve a principal shiare in the public service in most churches-the
menibers of the choir.

1. Riemember, that your work in the church is not to mako a
îlihiy of your musical attainments, but to sing tho praises of the
Ahînighty God forbid that I should depreciate musical attainments.

taste and love for iusie are lis gift; and you are not only per-
imiit'ed, but bound, to iniprovo the talent entrusted to you by al
1)w iihmans in your power. Reniember, however, after all, that it is
il tit best only a means towards the end, even the setting forth of
Gil" praises in the great congregation. You are to sing, not to
in, but ta God. Your thoughts should bc, not about your fellow-
riatirc, how, by your swcet singing, you nay pleaso (hem, but

by an intelligent, 'piritual service, you may nalke it acceptable
un1to IMn.

2. Let thero be always oulicard rcccrence of manner. It is sad to
see, as wo sometinies do, the members of a <hoir forgetting then-
selves, or, rather, forgetting whero they are, and what they are
about, when their own especial part of the service is over. It is
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