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SEED-TIME AND HARVEST.

“ Ce.rlainly; L remember him well. I came '
to this village a young and foolish bride ; and |
young-and foolish enough I was. The old |
people would often caution. me, “ Take care |
how you behave ; our master is very severe
against folly.”  As for me, I could not un-
derstand lhow our master could be severe, |
for he always appeared to be so kind and
gentle.  One day, however, [ was made to
understand what my old friends meant by |
their caution.”  She then relsted the whole |
(story of the winnowing on the Sabbath
against his directions, and his grief and
severe rebuke for their sin, in breaking the
fourth commandment as above related.
The widow, who had not been an inat-
tentive listener, when the old woman had
Kow in llope—no dark despair 'vmlctl, said to her, “ Dut you are speaking
of that part of the island as if it belonged to
my husband.” ¢ Certainly,” replied the old
woman ; “it is well known that all that part
of the island belonged to our master, your |
husband.” T always knew it belonged to |

s : ‘

Kot ofer a1l Ehnge, sove 1 Bove, ’ us,” said the widow, “but I never could |

Hand and heart o’ertlowing ; ! establish my claim.  Wonld Yyou be \\'l”lllg

Soon. oh, fuint and weary one! {to be a witness for us 7" = That I will ;|

Jhou shalt ccase from sowing. tand I know others still alive who will testify |

And, behold, exch seed-time tear, Lin vour behalt” The matter was investio:l

* Wirst the blade and then the var,” your belw'L. e makter was investi-

‘ It Godl's hurvest growing” gated, the claim clearly proved, and the

widow and two orphan chiidren entered on |

the inheritance of the property of their hus-

{band and father, whose * faithtulness eon-

cerning the law of his God” in due time
verily had its reward.

Cheer.thee! faint and weary one,
wWearied with the sowing,
On the rugged paths of life,

Tears from eyes o erflowing

Deem not one is shed in vain,
Doth not Heaven's gentle rain,
Set carth’s blossoins blowing ?

Sow in Faith, or tears, or sced,
O'er thy pathway flinging ;
Then await the rich reward
From these germs upapringing.
Over each God’s angel bends, \,
I'o the earth-born flowers he tends,
Dew and sunshine bringing.

{

Mingled with thy weeping ; 7

Sad may be the seed-time here, !

Joy awaits the reaping. |
He who wept tor human woe

Decems thy tear-drops as they flow

Worthy of His keeping.

'mdl-l)risrtriuu ﬁlisr'c‘llaili_).r

. need a better acquaintance with the thoughts
pud reazouings of pure aud lofty minds.—DR. Siawe.

b =

T e The Woodbine and the Thorn.
A Subbath-Keeper in the Nediterraucan. “ Just look at that beautiful flower ! said
The Rev. John 1I. Hill, missionary at|one of our party, pointing to a luxuriant
Athens, Greece, gives an interesting narra- | wosdbine that bloomed in a hedge hard by.
tive of God’s mercitul regard to one of his | Atter some trouble we succeeded in gather-
servants in the island of Crete, who in the | ing it, and found that it had entwined itself
midst of abounding irreligion, *“kept the  around a thorn.  While disentangling the
Sabbath from  polluting it,” obeying the | woodbine from its unsightly companion, I
command, *In ecaring time and in harvest [ remembered.an elegant and trathful allegory
thou <halt rest.”  ‘T'he sheaves ot a bountiful | of an ancient, that thougzh pleasure and pitin
lirvest had been gathered, as of old at “the | are contrary in nature, and look  different
threshing-tloor of Ornan the Jebusite,” ina | ways, Jupiter had so tied them together, that
smooth area under the open sky, where | he who takcs the one must have the other.
{"Lrue it is that we all.endeavour to separate

siarp instruments were drawn over them, .
cutting the straw and separating the wheat ; [ them.  Many at this moment are trying to|
but @ dead calm long prevailed, and there [ vntwist the woodbine from the thorn ; to oet
wits no wind to winnow even enough for the  happiness apart from sorrow.  This is natu- |
taumilies of the threshers. [ral.  All prefer the flower to the prickle, |

Ou p Saturday evening the good man | health to aliliction, prosperity to adversity, |
went out to thcm,'h:ulc them to ** rest on the | friends to enemies. 1tis only the believer |
Sabbath :lC(v'()l'(“’llg to the commandment,” | in the Lord Jesus \v!lo".snmw how to wecept |
and distributed flour enough among them  them together — Still, it must be conceeded |
for their present wants. 'I’he next day he | that Innn;u} ln‘h s a i ture of ”“.' pleasant |
was in the house of God meditating on his | and the painful.  ITtisa carden with. a se- |
nrecepts, and near the close of the day went ' pulchre therein. lfl:m:';_n'Eulh ot this truth
o an errand of benevolence, when he | everywhere abound.  Wkhen people relate
aecended a hill which overlooked the thresh- | heir experience, we hear l}m:‘ each heart
ius Hoor, and saw that, as a wind had sprung | l|:\_~' had its virn ll.il«'rnt'.\‘.‘ r:uh:mlu:-.:, too,
up, the workmen had been winnowing the | bring their evidenee. Ok :“r-| ln':l family
crain. e repaived to the spot, expressed  there was a murdert ! soi. Job tells us how
to them his grief, and firmly and L‘:ll’ﬂ(':hlly the wind blew tlu-.\‘ll the i ! :
cebuked them for violating his own direc- | dren; andall pvr»m‘ul. Fhe sweet singer of
[srnel davs aside his Larp because his son |
i there is al

lionse upon his chil-

tions and the command ot God. I lay i A

Tiie wood man died, leaving a widow and | Absalom is ~.!;| n. l.“ this family
an ur[;hl;m son and daughter, the latter born | poor idiot child, in that a ¢ ipple. l_‘[u-.‘ “re
dter her father's decease.  The desolating | babes without a th_tl‘ls'l', ardd there without a
Curkish war came upon them, aud the Int.)lh.v!'. Here lite's cap »u l'llllil(l»{}‘l""l’\\.'H';
mother and orphans fled to (}rcccv‘, where  arief like that ot the “v”!mf',“.“”-',.,;\"l“\f'l',m'.
thiey met supplies of food from America, :'lnd the oppressed one bas I|I.1|)' l“‘; ;.n,_t‘:t Illul < il:\v",
sore than thisy met American missionaries, there poverty lowers ln.r'-'it «_..u t 1 u;uu‘; r-
to whom the daughter attached herself, im-. cloud over ”w‘m“.m--f.l|”|.‘.‘l.'l" 4<'-|'|.i-ln-. . .“_,I\.":.
bibing their instructions, lcurning the way ot household Ilt"::l lg ..l.h- ‘ »l; :,'.,l.”ﬂ,‘.:‘.m“.l .i:(,..m.(l
lite, and with whom she remained.  ller | ment; :lr}«l wherc -ul; lY : “~. | ite ,l
mother and brother returned to the island | b}_/ the winds of lllm:-. lmf‘ l\‘l'” -tl l"|‘ ]."m“l"
of Crete, where, however, they were able | of those well-known words ““ My child! my
to recover very little of the good husband
and father's estate.

Nearly thirty years had elapsed, wher
the orphan daughter<went to Crete to visit | death
Ler mother and brother.  While there, her { means the q
ither the simple | come again 7
Hong away ?

{ once looked on with such tender love 7 Why
when | are these toys put aside? - haud

plucked that opening bud?  What
the question, * When will mother

createst pleasure was to g
peasants in groups around her, tell (ll(_‘lll’llm
story of redecining love, and hold up before
them their daties to God and to one :mnll.wr.

On one oceasion while she was speaking,
an old woman, who had been attentively
listening, eried out, * Well, you are indeed
vour futher's ¢hild "« Do vou remember ¥ thae pol e &
wy father 77 azked the orphan '!;l*;gh'u:'.‘t:l'x.)'_; all to = ¢l

« Where is our little sister?

| twisted. Lite has comforts ; but it has sor-
rows teo. No situation is exempt. 'I’Z»f
mvsterious combination of contrarieties s
| universal

Is there not « cootse 2 Let fhe infidel as-
Lut those vwho believe

“ Why does father stay <o
"I eere desire to know the truth.

| Indeed, the woodbine and the thorn e

RALITAZ, N. 8., SATURDAY MORNING, cTND 28, 1884,

;
in the Bible mast acknowledge a design in
the mingling of sorrow ‘with our joys. The

istian is satistied that the God of Love
wolild never have allowed griet to enter our !
world waless man had sinned.  Melodisus |
as the responsive note of the well-tuned harp
were the songs which rose from the lips of
man in Eden when primeval glory rested
on him: a stream of sacred peace watered-!
the happy gardey.  There was no broken
link in the golden chain whereby kindred
hearts were united.  "There was no  clouds

| between that holy man and the Son ot

Righteousness.  But sin entered cur world.
Now, how clangad the seene! The harmo-
ny is disturbed.  NSighs mingle with our
songs.  We gather the woodbine, and in it
tind the thorn. Who, then, can love sin!
whien such moarntul consequences followed |
from its introduction? » But may not even !
the sorrows ot life be turned to zood acconnt ?
Do they not call into exercise many  Chris-
tian graces 7 St. Paul 30 teaches, “ We
glory,” says he, *in tribulation also ; know-
ing that tribulation worketh patience, and
patien :e experience, and experience hope.”
Afiliction has beer famihiarly called God's
school, where some of the most eminent
saints have had the best part ot their educa-
tion. Abundant are the blessed fruits of
sanctified afliction.  And no doubt one rea- |

son why no one has perfeet happiness in this |
world is, that men may have their affections |
withdrawn from ecarth and fixed.upon those |
things which are abeve. The woodbine, |
even when twisted around the thorn, is
eagerly gathered; and this presont life, with
all its sorrow, is too much loved : then how
would it be it there wrre no thorns, no trials ?
When all is ealm and sunshine, we are apt
to say, * It is good for us to be here;” but
when the sky is overcast, we ery, “ Let us.
<0 henee””  In times of joy we are for build-
ing *tabernacles ;" but in hours of distress |
one moans, * I would not live always.” Wo |
do not say that these ontgoings of the heart ‘

Hope of heaven is |
|
|

are inexcusable. O no!
not planted in the believer's heart to deecive
Lhim. Only let us be satisfied that our hope
springs fromn present faith in the death of
Christ, and that it glows in a regenerated
heart. and is such as * maketh not ashamed.”
Ju)'uln~ly we ay sing, “ There is a land of |
pure (l"“":hl..' There |'\l'l'_‘.l||i|l;_'i- IN‘I"‘!'(".
All is clondless glory and unmixed delight. |
Rachacl no logzer refuses to be eomforted. |
The inunortal Pzalmist utters no  lament.— |
Peter's heart no longer bleeds with peniten- |
tial orict. The tears of Magdalene are ;nllr
wiped away.  In heaven the cluru!' mourn-

ing will be ended

CNo more fatizae, no more distre
Nor <in nor heth shall roach th
No sizhis <heud miangle wath the
Wineh warble fro

imnortal

|
|
|

“ No e alarins of raging I
| No cnres to beenk the long r
I No muslnisht shade, no elowded <ur, )
| But sacied, high, eternal noou {

|

— Youth’s Instrinctor.
- o

Love of tue Truth.
It is John Newton who =omewhere says,
Uthat hie never knew any person who appear-

[ed to be actuated by a sincere love of the |

tiratly, who did not_come right after a while,
| however far oft i might have been when
[ Lie began to feel this motive operating. The
.‘r:w- of the Rev. Thomas Scott is a remark-
able illustration of this remark.  When he
[ commenced his corvespondences with Mr.,

Newton, he was a Socinian, and-was solicit-

versy on the points of ditference. Mr. New-

Ilas the hand nl'f ton, however, while he avoided controversy,

[ still entertained and expressed the hope that | nrit in ; ; ) .
[tent fuith in Christ according to its vari-

[ Mr. Scott would eome to a right belief, be-
cause he thought he pereeived in him a sin-
: ‘I'his is one of the first lezsons which they
| learn,whio are taveht of God. The Holy Spi-
rit,when he would lead any one to the saving
| Lnowledze of the truth, produces in him o
" spirit of Lumble tl'u'iiil'\'. T'he MHI!, led |;'V
ne Spirit, thirsts for a hur ible knowledge

of the truthe TLis is a'very ditferent thing

1

| child " Where is that happy little face you | ous to engzage his correspondent iw’il contro- |

from ardent attachment to particular opin-
ions, which have been imbihed from educa-
tion, or from eomnexion with a particular
sect. Such attachment cleaves to error as
tenaciously as to truth. A man may be
willine to lay down his life in defence of his
opiniong, and vet may be destitute of the
love of truth.  The cenuine love of truth
makes its possessor willing to re linquish hias

"most cherished opinions as soon as it shall

be satisfactorily demonstrated that they arg
not true.  The love of truth renders a man
not enly earnest in the pursuit of the belov-
od objeet, but impartial in his Judgment of
evidence.  He gears deception, and admits
new opinions only after the evidence has
been thoroughly <ifted and weighed.

e N

Who is Mos! Useful !

e that retaius, by the exercise of lively
faith in the atonement, the larvest measure
oi the Spirit in the church below. Many
pious porsons have boen depressed by the
notion that, because they are laid aside from
public view, and are now living in obscurity,
they must needs be useless, oven aburden to
others. This is unbelicf. It is a dishonour
to the God of lite.  Not a fow have been
tempted to question the: wisdom of Divine
Providence, beeanse some  visible useful

[ agent has been removed by death, and ano-

lll'.‘l' .~|vill|'t|, w liose lile appears of Iillh- or
no value to the world.  In our present posi
tion, and with our present light, it is net ea

[ 3y to answer, on this point, all the unbeliey -

ing queries of the Wiaithless.”  But admit-
ting, as we may, that'where there is most of
the lloly Ghost in*the living temple,”
there is the most useful person among men,
we open to all partics the door of the high-
est degroe of uscluluess,  Listening to the
Divine injunction, * Be ye filled with the
Spirit,” we may start, even'on a sick bed,
for o pllil:l:\lln’npi(- ln'}u' that the highest
angel might covet. 10 man s the greatest
“bessing " on carth, at that moment of his
existence in which he has most of the Divine
nature, we may live and die an Laith, in o
degree that some vietims ol discouragement
have not thought i their christian privilege
to aspire alter. ‘I n.') have becn oppressed
with the fear that they should live to be use-
ess. Inoone sense this godly  jeal usy is
vight; for the “salt may lose its savour,”
and then aoman s useless @ yen, worse than
useless, he is o carse. Dot a Christian is
not useless Leeause not i oflice ; or because
“sick of the palsy,” and Lud on the bed.
The most uselul part of aminister’s or a phi
lanthropist’s life may be the period of con
finement to his chamber; bhecanse that part
is the holiest, ¢ Slll’;»!i(‘:llilrzl for all saints,”
“prayer for all men,” when we * pray in the
“ul_v “lm.—l," i-. |u'l':.:|;»-. the oreatest bene-
fit that mortals can render Qn the world.

[ ‘This, surely, is Lest done when we are near-
Y

est the throne of heaven; when our union
with God is more perfeet. This kind of
usefuloess requires < mighty faith,” and the
spitit of quenchiless, burning charity Divine.
Charity, kindling every mowent by the de-
scent of celestial fire: faith, sustained by the
heart’s constant grasping of the “ precious
promises.”  What section of the church,
what grade of Ministers, what class of per-
sons in civil socicty, is most useful in promo-
ting human happiness 7 Wemay safely an-
swer, “Those who live and walk most in the
Spirit ;” those who have the greatest “ power

! with Ged " in saying, * Thy-will be done on

earth as it isin heaven.” It is the piety of
a nation that preserves and “exalts” ji.

| That piety is personal,—the indwelling of

the Spiritin individual believers.  Consis-

'ous meas: res, is the multiform channel for

the *“ rivers of livings, waters” to flow in from
heaven, and fertilize the world.  “ In doing
gol,” then let no man's heart be discoura-
ged, for want of learning or money, office or
health ; for there is reason to believe that Le
is the most useful man to the world, who has
the most of Godin him. “Br ve novrry,
stian Mo e llany.

il oAy oy —-—

f
‘
|
|




