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no police at all. In the course of the autumn, I was informed by Mr. Young,
that at St. Catharine’s, 46 miles from Quebec, a man, after notoriously committirt;g
an assault with intent to murder, was still at large a fortnight after the act; and
that no means had been found of executing a warrant issued against him by a county
magistrate. As the only means of enforcing the law, Mr. Young was authorized
to send policemen sworn in as special constables, the place being out of his juris-
diction ; and by them the arrest was effected. When Theller and Dodge escaped
from the citadel, and were supposed to have taken the direction of the Kennebec
road, no means existed of stopping their flight, except by sending the police of
Quebec to the very frontier of the United States.

As there was no rural police, the same step had been taken in the case of
a deserter.

In the course of the preceding account, I have already incidentally given a good
many of the most important details of the provision for education made in Lower
Canada. I have described the general ignorance of the people, and the abortive
attempt which was made, or rather which was professed to be made, for the
purpose of establishing a general system of public instruction; I have described
the singular abundance of a somewhat defective education which exists for the
higher classes, and which is solely in the hands of the Catholic priesthood. Tt
only remains that I should add, that though the adults who have come from the
Old Country are generally more or less educated, the English are hardly better off
than the French for the means of education for their children, and indeed possess

scarcely any, except in the cities.

There exists at present no means of college education for Protestants in the
Province; and the desire of obtaining general, and still more, professional
instruction, yearly draws a great many young men into the United States.

I can indeed add little to the general information possessed by the Government
respecting the great deficiency of instruction, and of the means of education in
this Province. The commissioner whom I appointed to inquire into the state of
education in the Province, endeavoured very properly to make inquiries so minute
and ample, that the real state of things should be laid fully open; and with this
view, he had with great labour prepared a series of questions, which he had trans-
mitted to various persons in every parish. At the time when his labours were
brought to a close, together with mine, he had reccived very few answers; but as
it was desirable that the information which he had thus prepared the means of
obtaining, should not be lost, a competent person has been engaged to receive and
digest the returns. Complete information respecting the state of education, and
of the result of past attempts to instruct the pcople, will thus, before long, be laid
before the Government.

The inquiries of the commissioner were calculated to inspire but slender hopes
of the immediate practicability of any attempt to establish a general and sound
system of education for the Province. Not that the people themselves are
indifferent or opposed to such ascheme. I was rejoiced to find that there existed
among the French population a very general and deep sense of their own
deficiencies in this respect, and a great desire to provide means for giving their
children those advantages which had been denied to themselves. Among the
English the same desire was cqually felt ; and I believe that the population of
either origin would be willing to submit to local assessments for this purpose.

The inhabitants of the North American Continent, possessing an amount of
material comfort, unknown to the peasantry of any other part of the world, are
generally very sensible to the importance of education. And the noble provision
which every one of the northern States of the Union has gloried in establishing
for the education of its youth, has excited a general spirit of emulation amongst
the neighbouring Provinces, and a desire, which will probably produce some active
efforts, to improve their own educational institutions.

Tt is therefore much to be regretted, that there appear to exist obstacles to the
establishment of such a general system of instruction as would supply the wants,
and, I believe, meet the wishes of the entire population. The Catholie Clergy, to

whose



