.. son . declared it wu absurd  that auy

Wa&lungtnn. Dec. %—Pruldmt Wﬂj
-s6n ‘today appealed :to Ampticn»&hiy-
pers of “non-¢ontreband: goods;'such e8|
cotton, mot te allow their cargoes to be
mixed with: contraband d’ﬂé‘les.

he an
Umﬁtﬁmvme;fzhm * ;ﬁ:l?

‘ a{tuAn?r?h y .commerce by Great fB:itl’ht ghips_ he
; i, moxted by absolutely. honest |

tcm x.folioswed a discnsﬂow
h genenl' tm mssituatft d
of t e shipping on, . an
_of the mnote dispatched yesterday = to
Great. Britain protesting = at length |
hgainst the British policy of’ prolonged
detentions. of ‘cargoes and other inter-
ference with Amerjean trade,
Publication of a synopsis ‘of the nabe,
the contents of which was confirmed
the White House apd State Dcpartmeni,
aronsed much interest, not only in dxp-
Jomatic circles;, but in
“ficial | quarters ‘generally. d.tplo—
mats of European and Son Americm
‘countries made formal in‘lpines ‘at the
Staté Department concerning the note,
and ' were promised a mempmdum on/|
‘the subjeet.

There was Qconadent fee]mguiﬁ"dip- i8S

lomatic quarters that steps wo

taken by other leading nations of this} =

‘hemispexe,aswdlasbyme Buro-

pean meutrals, to. point ‘oub to Great|
Britain their ﬁquiaence in the Amen-
can point of ;

From the way ' the prcsldent d:scussed
the situation with callers, it was evident |
that /the Washington  government = had
tppkcn Airmly of its desire for an im-
. provement -in the conditions of neutral
* sommerce, and was prepared’ to insist
further on its rights. . The president de-1
_ clared that the theory expounded by the

United: States in its note’ was from the | INSPECTI(
" -Mmerican point of view hardly debata-| ‘p'is cendrall
"blqu*ﬂndmdhdqdhaud.lnpnvj +h el
Mﬁ% eontentions mow ad- | s B
the nsﬁiugton govemmcnt, o A3t

: md' uhi‘bpins

:me agui eqnwalment of dm’lIPt-

LW ven issed '

1o, “mcticln shippers to. becnel nbout
the mianifests describing  their ‘cargoes,
The president said.the great embarrass- | -

‘ment to the government in dealing with | 5,

the ‘whole matter was: that some ship-
pers had concealed contraband in their
. of non-contraband i#ﬁe]a So
hmg ‘a8 there were
the president adde

! m evéry shipment, and
liable to doubt and to.s v

‘State - Department offic cls uiﬂ kta
; . there were two cases in ‘which this|
had  oceurred, ‘and that Gruh ‘Britain
had ewsequenﬂy ‘used them as ‘a basis
: fqr general search. Solicitor Gone John-

general | ‘to - conceal contra-
- band in" cof ton uhlpments could ex%st

because of 'the. mechanical * difficul
involved in such an undertaking, bnt ‘he
/pointed . out that one or two noiutcd
cases wogld embarass all shipments. .

. Some officials« expressed the . opinion |
thnt ione of the results. of the present
agitation ‘might be:'the ‘enac¢tment of
legislation which would | penalize " the
making of fradulent or dishonest mam-
fests. of cargoes.

- L

In some ‘quarters thete was. talk of
possible. reprisals by the United States,
in ‘case. the British fleet ‘did not aecord
better treatment to Amencu cargoes..
One' idea advanced in congressional cif-|
:len. .and- ditczuea in h:x;g;stiivn %ﬁem :
o some extent,’ was t ble enforce-
ment of ug@ embargo ‘against shipment
to the Allies of products which the
United  States consjdered . legitimate
agjicles of trade, bui which the British
fieet. 'prevented from=reaching Germany
or Au&tria. d

In circles close to. the White House,
howevq;, tly

wonld be ea
derstandmg the scriousness 0 the sit-
uation ' to American. industries, ould
take steps. to. ameliorate tho: emﬁ
ignlnt( whlch this ‘government m

Stnte Dcpartment officials ‘would ven-
tunnoguusutothesizeofthedn
age. ‘claims being accumulated by
tentions of American cargoes, but’ Px.si-
dent ‘Wilson 'himself. predicted that mil-
lions ‘of dollars' in private indemnities
eventually would have to'ibe: pdd ‘by
Great Britain, if the correctness :of *the

! American position, as expressed in its
note,  were maintained-—and  he .confi-
dently believed it would be; as it was
based on . priciples ‘of mternational law
hitherto generally accepted.

Sir: Cecil Spring-Rice, the Bﬁﬁ:h am-
bassador, ‘who receivéd a copy of the|.
note -at the same time that it was sent|
to London to be transmitted to Sir Ed-
ward Grey, the British Foreign Secre-
tary, declined to ‘make any comment on
it

In ‘congress ‘the nute was referred to |
in a speéch by Representatave ‘Mann, the
minority ' leader, wao | commended: the

. ;administration’s position and action.
Senater Smith, of Georgia, ed before
the senate telegrams of pro from his!
constituents against Bﬁtdn’s action | in

y putting turpentifie. and rosin on the con-

band list. Senator Walsh introduced

a molutian asking for information about

the American  government’s ' corrdspond-l

ence “with ' foreign powers concemmg
.seipures of ‘Copper’ '

It became known that protcé&s against

at aﬂon ol the"u’ltimﬂe destination ‘of the,

¢ The Brlﬁ:h fonisn office | has mnstant-
)ly ‘reiterated: its' re,

machmt lhlpm rom the s6a, as, well

prioe:tthe ﬂispositionpnﬂmpmol

BRITISH
OF U

on the 'American mvemmq;t’s note to
*|Gteat Britain  coneernin
spirit of friendly good will as is shown

actual text of the note befon indnlging b
in detailed” criticism of ‘it.

€x- | remained neutral, the the fact that -
nunmber “of "6ther ‘nations were i'nvofved

* §

miewed to some extent in.the Ameucan
note of yﬁsterday 2

Mo&' it
; with the

i

. =By C. LeRoy Baldﬂdge

vHeh ! later fearned was Flemish for ulonn, 1 en<

msd% by cannoa. fire from

across the Meuse, place

Byt the atmosphere'is foreign; the Germaa s sing-

5y

Etfde. was imported from sM““i"h' The clock has ‘been set

4

-t?.:ow S oen,

gelll ﬂie K'merlm gﬁcvimces in this
on, s

&Aﬂ“m““‘é“iﬁ’*& e At
81 o negotiations.
‘extending o months ' between

Ambasmp
Grey

That tr
best to preserve. 1t is guite inconceivable |
that two sensible lcs ‘on the frienli-
est of terms with each other should not
{several ‘monf succeed in devising a modus vivendi, in
Page and Foreign Secretary llccordance ‘with' the general principals of
have centered about the determ&n.-.intcmattonal law, which will at the
same time:. ' meet the ' peculiar . facts
and: cxrcumstanws of this unpreccdeht—
ed war”

JUSTICE, EQUITY AND
GOOD-WILL IN ANSWER.

‘The Momﬁlg Post, in an editorial,

t:T“ 'in’ guestion, and the
‘summarizes all the griev-

cg the United States in thjs com-

regret at the delay to}
American- ;!iips, and high officials: have| says:
expressed a desire to expedite the.exam-| - “The note will’ seoeive: Proni” the Brit-
Ination of American cargoés as speedily | ish government the fisllest consideration,
. possible undet the ‘existing trying :ﬂm&l beazsweraﬂhas}:frhnotox;‘l-y
] ustice an g;nity but of goodwill.”
The by m i b e m eﬁ iTh:'f editorial “adds that the- mml;:a—
W : tion uspec! rgoes ways
for a certain depression in . C‘*dc’ ke e
Ameﬂcq,n; tn ‘has created: some
pris ﬂﬁ;}; officials, wao today
‘the. idea that . A mericans. holding
quch .views must fail to realize. the wide
swoephig effect upon American com-
merce of the ce -of German|

wars and continues; -

/“We. ghall not attempt to. dmcuss the
Ameérican complaints until the text of
the note is available, \but: we will ask
those . Americans -who think that’ Fng-|.
land was right'in taking part in the war
to ‘try to put themselves: in England’s
position.. Without secaring command- of
the :sea England cannot help her Allies
on the continent,-and eannot secure her-

self against invasion, . How, then; do-our

as. other effects of the war beyondthe

eontrol of Bnea.t B(ntglu ‘and. he:r allies.

* lexcrting / regw
»."“'mabgpﬁevﬂ ted; Stat,
P ,,uumemof&‘ngpmsm:z?the
v i “the nac to g:i
bwderwublockuled,andevery
itr fwith Confederate

i | lochda:o(" N

e| the Ba.lﬁc ‘and' of the Meditérmne«n and
could ‘doubtiess muke it effective. That
5| would injure nieutral states, but it wonld
make . nn qnd “of sen—tra&ing wlth Ger-

many.”

In conclnaionﬁ, the Mornmg Post argues

 that the whole difficulty lies in the pres-
enee of nentrn.l states 'in close proximity
to the bemgerenfx. and in ‘the disputed
doctrines of neutrality,and suggests that
_consideration: of ‘the  problem of  neu-
trality may throw:some light upon ‘the
‘real nature of the relations = between|
‘states ‘and upon_ the truth about ‘peace
and war: A »

“We are kéenly amdous that Amenca.
should suffer the least possible loss from
‘the war, but war means inevxtabre Joss
for neutrals, as well as’ for: belligerﬁnts
Tancashire’ starved during the Amerjcan
Ciyil - War, .and during’ the war: with
Spain the Washington government: took
the same measures to prevent the enemy
from receiving supplies as Gmt Britain
;and P e are taking now.

“Am cans are ' t00, fah- ‘and: sport-

pike to ask or expect us to-tie one
arm behind our back whe n wes ‘maeet~

London, Dec./ 80, 180 o m——Au YR L o, coban S
morning newspapers comment at length | HARDSHIP LESS =
THAN HE PRB’I'BNDS :

The Daily Graphic, in "« an editori;d
this morning, justifies = the - American
action because, it says, there mever has
been a war in which thé neutrals and
belligerents agreed upon:their respective
rights, 'and if the Americans made no
protest their sllene; might be construed
as acquiesence in the 'British view. and
congequently as  an unfrlendly acf to-

wards Germany.

are_ 5
mmes Decessary  a com-
ﬁiﬂwaﬂy everyﬂﬁng ‘in

The, Meament that, this protest of the |
United States is 1 oroughly . app; mveg by
ast | President Wilson aﬂt;me.%

to. its eﬂwh%ﬂ:ﬁu ‘there is.

necessary to. uﬁsfy
mmas iq congress. .
officials - have: expreued aur-

certain: Americans. to blame Great Brit-

dn for being one of the eauses of the|.

mﬁon in’ eotton.: This i¢ held by

be due to over-production, . and

to eny action on t.m ‘part of the
British government.

oom'xmmr
GOOD-WIL.

treatment

merce- by the British fleet, and ' agree
that the American protest should be met
by ‘the British government in ‘the same

by {he note.’ Generilly, however, the
newspapers’ are inclined to " await’ ‘the

In" the meantime they int out how,
inevitabiy, serious_difficulties<arise when |
questions - of ' neutrality n.re " involved.
Moreover, they .are ‘inclined ito dispute
the ‘theory that Grea.t Britain alone is
responsible for the dislocation of ' the
world’s trade, argning that, even had shc

ship to the American shipper 1s less
great than he pretends. He can dispose
of ‘all his ‘either to Great Britain
or her allies or to remote neutral coun-
tries at.quite good prices;

“All he Joses is the chance of making
an exceptional ﬁront out of  Germany’s
military needs.”

The Daily Mail. considers that though
the  question 'is. thorny and complex, it

in  the  hostilities ‘must have had a de-
trimentsl effect on the world’s commerce.
In any. casé; they say; Great Britain was
not responsible for-the war, The Times
in ‘an editorial; says: LS

“The note is' dated December 24 and,
although' the idea may seem fanciful, |
we cannot help imagining that it was
by no’ accident that the éve of the great
festival of peace and good' will = was
chosen for the despatch of this friendly
communication - from one of the great
branches of the ‘English spenkms coth-
munities. to the other. '

“If anything ‘in th tdegtxphic sum-
mary of the. note, as :received here,
should seem peremptory we feel assured
that this appearance is entirely due #o
the  necessities - of compression .and - will
vanish when the text of the doeument
is before us. We fully reslize the incon-
venience and the loss the conduct of the
war must occaston to America and other
‘neutrals.  We: n}so are - confident  that
when the note is published we shall find
that President Wilson, and his colléagues
‘are ot insensible to the imperious ‘re-
quirements of our military situation.

“We do not suppose this is a dispute
of  our right as belligerents to practice
such interference with  commerce.  be-
tween neutrals as s ma.mfestl.y neces-
sary for the protection ‘of our national
safety.. ‘What they do question, as we
gather it, is whether the action of our
ships does not in some cases exceed that |
m?ifcst necessity”

roceeding to state ‘that there | are
many peculiar: conditions arising  from

‘businesslike nations that thoroughly’ ap-
preciate each - other’s difficulties, " and
have no desire to add to them
“Americans,” ‘the ‘Daily Mail contin-
des,. “must be aware-that the  greater
the economic presmi‘mtbe allies ‘are able:
to bring to bear on Germany the ‘sooner
will the waf be over, and trade left free
to follow its normal course. In ‘the pros-
ecution: 'of “this: poliey; which' is- both
legal ‘and’ essential, ‘we ‘regret. inconve-
nience is necessarily eaused to American
trade; 'and any solution which: will miti-
gate this inconvenience withont harm to
our military “interest ‘will he . eagerly
sought, and, when found, heartily wel-
comed

FRANCE REACHING OUT £
FOR TRADE OF WORLD
Paris, Dec 29, 5.10 ‘p. m.—France is
going to make an ‘effort to Jobtain her
share of the world’s trade whioh ‘was for-
nerly in.the: hands of Getmans
Minister of Commerce Gnaton Taom-
son presxded today ‘at a'large: meeting
\of mérchants and manufacturérs who are

members of the Paris- Chamber of Com-

merce. He told the business men that

for trade in all’
previously had been a'l

‘countries where Germans
purveyor:

“the apttitude of the allies on the subjecti
of "eontraband “havesbeen coming to” the:
state ‘department through senators from |

various parts of the cmmtry, 4 gituation

‘Before the meeth!g
the war which  justify. Great . Britain’s
ipolicy,  the' editorial - contitues: tries and financial institutions of France
. “THe note deals throughout with un- “had'been chosen to organiic this “work
shaken faith in .our scxinc of . justice,” of expansion.

wc sball muredly do our'

been & sore point: with neutrals durmg 4

Am%ricm friends mm;ose commana of |-
| the :sea should. be qie qaa. means of | 1 .

; Podtwast,
‘govemment ;

18 ioned
ﬁ“&cadquarteli‘ to¢onfer with him and

“But,”  adds the Gra.pbic. “the hurd—f

is* not impossible of ‘solution by two

this. was the time for them to reach out'

urned a’com- '
imitte representing the principal indus- IN

K&ISEH CONFERS
WITH VY HEADS|

Prmce Henrv Called from chl,
Probably to Take Command
of Batﬂaaiﬂ" Fleet

SlNKlNG OF FREN"H ‘
SUBMARINE CONHRMED

i

Headless Bodlesqf hildren Found in
‘Hartlepaol Streets and  Family of
- Seven, Blown te Bits, All Buried in
One_ Coffin—Civilians. Arm Them-~
~selves and_ Anfiounce They: Wil

; il’WlSlOﬂ.

London, Dec. 29, 1040 p. m——A Ber-
lin 'despateh. received. by the Excharge

Hagua, says that #8é German emperor
Prineé 4Hlenry” of Prussia to

Admiral Von Mirpitz, "minister of mar-
ine; on:s the British taid on Cuxhaven,
The conference lasted several hours, the
prince remmins to:Kiel by ‘special train.|
Tt js believed in Germanysthe despateh
adds, that: Prince Henry is to be given
supreme dommanﬂ of  the . battleship
fieet. .
FR.ANCE ADMITS LOSS
OF. SUB CURIE.
Paris! Dec 29 Mli p. m—The minis-
twy of marine ’tod-ay “issued an announce-
‘ment con the loss- of the' French
submarine i¢ ifi Austrian  waters, as-
has /been previously - reportcd in Dews-
paper ‘despatches, '/
'+ The text of the ahnouncement follows:
“The ‘French - submarine ' Curie ' was
gent -alone into the harbor of Pola, the

Austriin naval base,against certain Aus- |-

irian ~warships. “Not having returned
within' the time éxpected,; the ministry
of marine assumed that the information
of the press is cortect, namely, that the
Curie has’ been sunlk snd her crew taken
prisoners

The Cmil: was, 167 fcet long and car-
ried a coni’plemont of tweénty-four men,

ARMED CIVILIANS TO 3
FIGHT WELLS FASHION,

‘West Hntlepool ‘England, Dee¢, 18—
(Correspondence of the, Asscciated Press)
—Englisnieast coast towns are on: the
alért since ‘the German raid upon Scar-
boro, Whitby ‘and-the Hartlepools. Not-
withstanding the power of -the  British
navy ‘to keep Germans away. from Eng-
land, every spreparation is being 'made
for the re-appcamnce of '‘German ships,
if not the landing 'of Getman troops

The mayors ‘of ;the Hartlepools 'and
the other stricken ‘towns have organized
volunteer constabularies, and are mak-
ing an cffort to hold the public in check.
Proclamations ‘have been  made that
civilians must stay in doors should the
bombardment recur, and yield to the ors
ders of constables. ‘Nearly all.civilians;
However,” are carrying’ arms, and they
announce . they will  look’ after them-
selves.  Travel by automobiles at night
is hazardous, as excited guards stop all
motor cars, frequently with: a° ﬂouﬂsh
of guns and revolvers.

Many of 'the families living near the
coast have moved’back into the interior.
The large number of women ‘and child-
ren killed during: the recent bombard-
ment especially has attracted attention
to:the German raid, and whenever pos-
sible the heads of families are sending|®
tl-eir wives and children beyond the pos-
sible range of German ships.

At Hartlépocl ‘the Germans fired with},
amazing aceuracy..  The first shell they

directed toward the town knocked overf
twelve. soldiers who were ‘manning one}

of the coast guns.: None of thém were
killéd, but several were stunned.. The
railway lines owere hit in several places,
and traffic was temporarily' suspended.

Lok After Thdmselves in Case of'

vastation  visited upon ' the . ‘residences
standing back of the lighthouse shows
ilit to' have been the target for many
1German shells, which were deadly in
their effect, although'they did not hit
the contemplated ‘mark.

‘While the fog Wednesday morning as-
gisted the Germans in slipping near the
coast ‘without * being observed, it - also

they were abreast of the peninsula, a
position they .were unable to maintain
very long, because of the fire from shore
guus, which seems ‘to have been’accu-
rate while 'the cruisers presented their
‘|sides to 'the shore batteries

Two of the invading crmse'rs were

‘Istruck . by shots which mmcted inju-
ries visible from

ore.

Persons who sousght cellars during the
bombardment practically all escaped in-
juries. Many, of the deaths ‘were in
the streets. ' Children with their heads
blown off entlrely were found in streets
in various parts of the two cities. In
some of the houses which were destroy-
ed very slight trace could be found of
persons known to have been in upstairs
bedrooms at -the time of the bombard-
ment. One.entire family of séven mem-
bers was so completly wiped out that the

mto one coffin. .

* ‘Searborough had no artillery to reply
to ‘the guns of the German cruisers, so
&t not a shot was fired 'in’ resistance,

erewere no fleld guns there, nor
had there been any attempt to make for—
fifications to resist ghell fire.

|A" Home' Guard" Orbnizatfon is form-

uties ‘or. age stand in the way 'of en-

civilians “who. might ' be c¢aptured, for
the  Home’ Guards wear' civilian “clothes
and have -no dlstmgmsh’!ng ma:rk, other
than a badge.

ASER ELIES

- FALURE TO BEACH

In Christméds Speech at Head-
quarters in Northern France
He Predicts Victorv Wil

“Arise from Festival.”

(Special Cable to Daily Tclegnph and
Mont:jul Gazette)) ?
Copenhagen, Dec, 29—The Kaiser sat

down to Christnas' dinner with nearly
3,000 officers and ‘men at- the gmcul
hudqmrtets at the Hotel De Ville, in
a town in Northetn France, An altar
was erected at one end of the hall and
in front of it a manger ¢ontaining 2’
figure of  the” Christ. * The Christmas
festival ‘is described as ‘plain and sim-’
le, but ‘very impressive, It was the
&liuf'l personal wish to be present.

The hall was decorated with holly
and hung’ with pictures of the Kaiser
.and his generals. 'Cheistmas trees, with
candles, weré placed on the tables. Figs,
apples and nuts ‘were distributed and
every officer” present recetved as a spe-
clal Chrhtmas gift,'a portrait of the
Kaiser. Every loldhr got a tobacco

and cigars.

The festival began with all standing
and’ sin, lng an ‘old German Christmas
song. ser on entering was
cheered, Hz saluted and’ said "Good
evening, comrades.”

After 'the army chaplain had m:de
a short speech, another song followed.

Kanu then made the foﬂowing

“Gnmra.dcs, we are gathered here in
arms to celebrate the Holy festival
which we are accustomed to celebrate
in our homes. Otir thoughts have turned
back to our own at e, whom we
Bave to thank for so ‘many gifts we see
today in multitudes on the tables,

G!)d has' decreed that the enemy
should ' force us to celebrate the fest.nnl
here.  'We have been assailed, we are
defend ourselves, May God ‘grant

Before the raid all telegraphic and
telephonic connections with the harbor|
i said to. have been cut off suddenly.!
In fact, the two Hartlepools ave both |
said to have been cut off entirely from |
the outside world for a ‘time ‘before the
shells  wrecked - many. poles, .and com-
pleted the supposed work of some. spy.
The military has now taken ‘over all
wires, ‘and . communication. with the
coast towns is very difficult.

/The spy fear:has  now: become so
acuté ‘all slong. the coast that -even
civilisns provided with credentials ahove

dispute are subjected to: arreet by the |
" | elvil -officials. i

LIGHTHOUSE - U NDAMAGED
‘BOMBARDMENT.

peace. From this festivsl with-Him for
us and for our country, will rise the
spirtt of “vi which' we shall uiti-
mately reach ‘' heavy fighting, We
are on hostile ‘ground. The points of
our swords dfe turned to'the enemy, our
hearts toward God. 'We say as once did
the Great Elector, ‘Down 'with afl- “ene-
tn.iu of ‘Germany,’ . Amen/

‘The Kaiser then visited ‘the tables, ex-
chaaglng gifts “with, the officers. The
soldiers sang “Deutsbhhnd Uber Aﬂes,
45 the Kaiser feft the hall :

paper and. psked “Whats the  matter
‘with. my hens?  Every. morning 'when I
20 to, feed them T find some of them

Althongh  the ththuuse here  stands
in & very ‘prominent’ location on the
peninsula’ it waa "andamaged The dev

have keeled over to tise no more” To
:ivh&x‘;:h the edltor replied:  “They’re
e

hindered marksmanship seriously umtil}

scattered remaing “of - all were collected

A e
Telegraph - Company . by - way of The ig‘“ in Yorkshire dmong civilians whose.

listment in’ the army. ~ Its object. §s to &

tepel invasions. ~ But the qu:rtfon Arisest -
whether’ the Germans would shoot armed:

A Kansas man  wrote to his news-

~Beaten in Galicia

Army of 175,000 Fleeirg Before Rus-
sians in Preciritate Disorder

Only Heavy Roads and Unfavorable Contour of
Country Prevents Practical ' Annihilation by
Cossacks While 50,000 Prisoners Have Already
Been Taken—Germans Shoot Last Bolt in
Warsaw Campaxgn:yGerman Admission of
Austrian Eclipse...

Petrograd, Dee. 29, via Dondon, 6.10 p. m.—The retreat of the
Austrian: army in Galicia, along the Lisko, Sabok, Dukla, Zmigrod

front is described officially here<as more and more precipitate and

disorderly. The retreating forces are estimated unofficially as num.-
being about 175,000 men.

The nature of the country favors the Austrians in their retreat.
The corridor-like valleys and passes prevent the Russians from pur.
suing them over parallel roads or harassing their flanks. Only six
roads cross the Carpathians, two of which are little more than moun.
tain trails. Owing to the broken character of this region the Russian
cavalry is able to do little scouting, while the extreme cold renders
aeroplanes useless.

The large number of prisoners taken, amounting in the last nine
days to about 200 officers and 15,000 soldiers, together with forty
machine .guns, is believed here to indicate that the Austrians are not
offering a stubborn resistance. -

Isolated attacks by Germans in the region south of Skierniewice
are reported officially to be continning unsuccessfully.

Russian military critics describe these attacks as a final effort,
stating that the great losses sustained by the invader in the last week
orten days are beginning to have an appreciable effect.

- A period of inaetivity apparently has set in along the front bhe-
fore Warsaw, between the Vistula and Piliea-rivers. The last three
lots, consisting of 600 men each, of Austrian prisoners taken to Kieie
from Southern Galicia, contained numbers of men who are unwound-
ed, but were made unfit for service by frozen feet. Most of the pris-
oners are b;tween forty amd fifty years-of age.

The official Army Messenger says that 300 Slavs from Bosnia and
Herzegovina encountered Russian soldiers near Tunoff ,Galicia, and
threw down their a.rms, crymg ““Long live the Caar.”’

"“""MA.NS FALLING BACK ON BZURA.
Petrograd, Dec. 29—The following stateiﬂent received from the

‘Russian general headquarters was issued this evening:

“Today betwéen the lower Vistula and the Pilica only fighting
of small 1mporumce took place. The Germans left their trenches on
the right bank of the Bzura, near the village of Mistrzevice, and fell
back on the left bank of the Bzura.

““On the River Rawka our hegwy artillery is fighting efficaciously
a large miimber of German batteries of heavy gums. 2

'*‘In_the region of Bolimovo our attacks have alternated with
those of the Germans, . .

‘“We have dislodged the enemy fmm a trench near the village
of ‘Sumino, which they had taken from us previously, by a counter-
attack in which we captured machine guns and prisoners.

“‘On the centre, between the Pilica and the Upper Vistula, only

cannonading was heard. We made progress on the two wings.
“During an attack on a German redoubt to the south of Inowlodz

‘we captured three machine guns.

“Qur troops met with success while erossing the. Lower Nida, .in

the taking by story of the villages of Starokorezin and Senislavice,
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which are well fortified.  During the fighting we-captured forty Aus-
trian officers and more than 1,700 soldiers and three machine guns.
“In Western Galicia we have made progress, in spite of the
almost impassable condition of the country, due to the mud. We
have driven the enemy from the front of Stromnik, Sorlice, Jasliska,
taking guns ‘and a large number of machihe guns.

“During the first half of December_(old style calendar) we cap-
tured 50,000 ‘Austrians.’’

GERMANS FACE FACT OF DEFEAT. =

Berlin, Dec. 29—(By wireless to Sayville, N. Y.)-—Among the
items given out for publication today by the German official press
bureau were the following:

““The Russians have strengthened their forces orpposmg the Aus-
trians in Galicia, and the latter, it is understood, will be compelled to
make new d)SpOSlthDS which will require some tlme. Liocal military
experts are making attempts to plcture Russia’s occupation of the
line of Krosno-Jaslo as being no real gain for the Russians, but on the
contrary, as weakening their position. This view, however is con-
gidered too optimistic, and the fact must be faced that the extreme

left wing of the Russians is proving itself superior to its opponents.

The present action of the Russians in strengthening their forces there
is due to their realization of what an eneireling of their flank.in Gali-
cia would signify. !

‘“News of imoprtance is hkely to come from the Vosges district
at any time, since the French have assembled strong forces all along
the line ‘of Belfort, Epinal, Toul, Nancy. They still hold all the
Vosges passes, and appear to be developmg new activity along an
extended line against Alsace and Sundgau.

“Major Moraht, military expert of the Tageblatt, in an article
discussing the English reconnaissance at Cuxhaven, declares that the
landing of troops on the Holstein, or North Hanover coast, would be
extremely difficult in winter, but says, even if it were eamed out, the
invaders would get & warm weleome A

“The German government will permit private traffic on the Bel-
gian railway from January.

‘‘ A pastoral letter from all the German Catholie archbishops and
bishops calls the world war & divine judgment for human wickedness.

The letter lays emphasis on the statement that Germany was not to
blame for the outbreak of the war."’

. AUSTRIANS AS BADLY BEATEN AS IN SERVIA.

In southern Poland the Russians also record some successes,while in Galicia
they have apparently inflicted a defeat oa the Austrians almost as serious as that’
which . Emperor. Francis’ troops sulfered in Servia,

Since their latest offensive commenced the Russians have taken 50,000 Aus-
trian ptisoners and captured many guns, accarding to the Russian offictal re-
ports, and if, as was estimated, Austria had between three and four army
corps on its re-entry into Galidn, it must have lost more than one-third of the
aumber in killed, wounded and prisoners. The state of the roads, which are

. several feet deep in mud, has prevented the Russians from making the pursuit
i':tg cffiecu;:‘ as h:: might have been could the Cossacks have found a firm foot-
or their

Of the fighting in the west the French and German reports are in direct
conflict. The French claim to have occupied the village of St, Georges, which

.is on the main road between Nieuport and Bruges, and two miles from thr
former town, On the other hand the German report says: “We have gained
some ground near Nieuport”

Heavy htin% is also taking place in the Argonnc, and on the heights of
the Meuse. tench report apparently refers to later events than these re-
corded in Berlin, for Paris tells of the re-capture of a trench which the Ger-
man. communications mentions as having been captured by the Germans, The
French are investing ' Steinbach, in Upper Alsace,

News from Germany is coming in very slowly, as cable communication be-
tweenn England and Holland is dislocated by the storm, and the telegraph
wites between Holland and Germany have been wrecked in many places,

With the close of the holidays the recruiting boom re-eommcnccd in
England, large numbers enlisting daily,
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