ASQUITH S BILL LEAVES
- CHANCE FOR ELIGIBLE

MEN
TO JOIN OF OWN FREE Wi

Can Stll be Attested Under Group System, Which Wil be Re-
opened— Exemptions as Under Derby Plan With Tribunal to
Hear Individual Cases—Measure Neceulry Prem:er Declares— | Harass' Enemy's Lines in Bal-

Kitchener Says it is Only a Temporary Deviation from the| kan Theatrs and Interrupt
Established Policy.

d{ondon, Jan. 5.—The British govern-
fment today definitely embarked upon
& policy of compulsory militany ser
wice, when Premier Asquith submit-
ted to the House of Commons a biHl
drafting eligible unmarried men to
military duty, and championed the
measure in a stirring speech on the
mecessity of this step to meet the
growing exigencies of the war.

The scene within the House of Com-
mons was one of the most notable n
“the history of that body, with the
benches packed with members, all the
ministerial seats ocoupled, and the
galleries overflowing.

With the prospect of a keen duel
between the Prime Minister and his
former colleague, Sir John A. Simon,
over the momentous issue which cas-
ed the late Home Secretary’s resigna-
tion, the bitterest assemblage of com-
moners since the outbreak of the war
faced Mr. Asquith when he introduced
his Military Service Bill, Virtually

compulsion.
There was a feeling of intepse in.
: and anxiety over the oylmina-
tion of the controversy, which has sha.
ken the country ms no other event
since the war began,

Popular Interest Intense.

Outside the parliament buildings
great crowds gathered, reflecting the
deep popular interest, and shouts of
welcome greeted the premier as he
drove up with his wife and daughters.
Officers in uniform occupied the seats
among the members and in the gal-
Jerles, giving a distinct khaki color to
the gathering.

Just back of Mr. Asquith sat Sir
John Simon, the only member of the
cabinet whose resignation has been
precipitated by the compulsory bill,
while in the gallery, immediately fac-
ing the premier, was the genial, earn-
est face of the Earl of Derby, who has
been the central figure leading up to
today's climax. Mr, Asquith began
immediately the House was convened,
and spoke continuously for an hour.

It was not a speech marked for its
impassioned oratory, but rather for its
calmness and the analysis whereby
the premier assembléd~reasons show-
ing the compelling necessity for re-
sort to this step.

The applause was frequent, while
the opposition at times expressed noi-

disapproval. Most of the speech
‘ devoted to a clear exposition of
the details of the measure, which the
premiér declared was an abandonmerit
of the principle of voluntary service,
in which he firmly believed, but merely
& ‘temporary measure, limited to the
duration of the war, and confined to a
comparatively small class of unmar
rled men, who had not responded vol.
untarily to the country's needs,

*“I would have beewn glad to do with-
out this bill,” said the premier. “My
confident expectation had been that
no such measure would be necessary,
but that hope has been disappointed,
and I now consider this bill a neces-
ity

The premier particularly empha-
sized the pledge he had given of resort
to conscription if the voluntary enlist-
ments, under the Derby plan, did not
give adequate results. As a matter
of national interest, as well as expe-
diency, he regarded the time as having
arrived for keeping that pledge.

“] mean to keep my pledge,” he
concluded, “and let it not be said that
we dallled or delayed in carrying out
an honorable obligation.”

Sir John Simon.

Sir John Simons was greeted heart-
fly &8 he rose to combat the premier’s
contentions. He expressed regret at
leaving the cabinet, and paid a tribute

10 Mr. Asquith, to whom he owed such
lum a8 he had achieved, but, he
personal considerations could
from opposing this measure
ted the supreme question

\ ing the principle of volun-
_mervice, one of the traditions of
‘s freedom, and substituting
Prussian system of miliartism.
bill should be mluad." ha ex-

claimed, while a wave of cheers greet-
ed his statement.

He maintained that Premier Asquith
had been chiefly moved in his desire
to keep a pledge, whereas this was a
proposition involving a reversal of the
entire policy of the government, and
those chie desirous of having the
pledge kept were the men who had,
for years, taunted the Premier with
ldck of good faith. &

A chorus of hoots greeted the speak-
er's sarcastic references to pressed
exerted by the “Harmsworth press.”

He maintained that the results of
the bill, it enacted, would be a negli-
gible addition to the fighting forces.
The real danger of the measure, he
asserted, was that it committed the
prime minister to the principle of
compulsory service, and, once this
was conceded, no one could tell where
the new policy would end.

“Don’t condemn your
men,” concluded the
Socmhl;y. dl‘wiouly.

own young
former Home

- : ender one|
of the re.l he:lhses of the English
people for a mess of pottage.”

The first indication of the attitude
of the Labor party was given by John
Hodge, vice chairman of the party,
who said that the Trade Council, as-
sembling in London tomorrow, would
be the greatest conference labor had
ever held, with a thousand 'delegates
specially commissioned to pass upon
conscription. He was unable to say
what its decision would be, but warn-
ed the premier that if the congress
was against the bill, it could not hope
to succeed.

Labor, he added, had always oppos-
ed conscription, and, even if the mea-
sure passed, no one could tell the
after-effects when the government
sought.to put it into execution.

The attitude of the large Irish Na-
tionalist membership in the House of
Commons was disclosed by John Red-
mond, who expressed regret that the
Nationalist party could not support
the measune. Irishmen, he said, were
prepared to make every sacrifice to
bring the war to an end, but they did
not believe compulsory service neces-
sary to attain that result,

Andrew Bonar. Law, secretary for|break

the colonfes, was received with eheers
as he declared the bill was absolutely
necessary, if the war was to be won,

The debate in the House of Com-
mons will be continued tomorrow, and
a test vote on the first reading prob-
ably will be reached by ten oclock
tomorrow evening.

Mr, Asquith opened his address with
an analysis of the figures in the Derby
report. He emphasized the fact that
during the Derby campaign, nearly 3,-
000,000 men had offered thelir services.
Even deducting those rejected on
ground of physical disability, the to-
tal was still in excess of 2,500,000.

“These are wonderful, encouraging
figures,” the premier continued. “They
ought to convince both our allies and
our enemies, that the people of this
country have their hearts in the war."

Mr. Asquith said he was totally un-
able, after making the largest possible
hypothetical deduction, to consider the
number of unrecruited single men as
anything but a substantial, and even
considerable amount.

He added -that Sir John Simon,
whose resignation as home sécretary,
Wwas announced yesterday, thought the
figures might be reduced to an ines-
timable quantity. If he had shared
this view, Mr. Asquith eaid, the pres-
ent contingency would not have arfs-
en, but he could not think that. The
primary obligation was to keep faith
at all costs, with the married men.

Mr. Asbuith sald exemptions from
service could be claimed under the
terms of the bill on the same grounds
as in the case of men attested under
the Derby plan. The grounds of ex-
emption include _conscientious objec-
tion to performing military service.

Those Exempted.

Other grounds for exemption, from
service, the Premier said, included ill-
health, physical infirmity, the neces-
sity to support dependent persons énd
the fact of being engaged in work of
wational importance.

FIFTH BONTLOND
OF SURVIVORS
FROM S5, PERSI

Arrived at Malta—Rescued
Passengers Believe Another
Boat Succeeded in Getting

Away from Torpedoed Liner. | ..
S —

Bulletin—London, Jan 6 (3.40 a. m.)
Jifth boat from the steamer Per-

sia has arrived at Malta, according
to a despatch from that place to the
Daily Mail, received through its Milan
correspondent. The survivors belisve

that a sixth boat succeeded in getting
away.

The bill, Mr. Asquith continued, was
limited specifically to redemption of
the promise he had made (publicly to
married men. This pledge had been
given at a time when overwhelming
evidence had been submitted to him
that married men who .were willing
and anxious to serve were holding
back in large numbers. They needed
to be re-assured that, having regard
to their circumstances end the busg.
ness they were carrying on, they could
count upon their term of service be-
ing postponed unt#l the younger and
single men had been called. If assur
ante had mot been given at that time
there would have been danger that
the whole recruiting: campaign would
down,

“Where, then,
he asked.

The premier added that if he were
to be confronted with the same situa-
tion at the present time he would take
precisely the same course. He said he
had received no protest against his

pledge.

Although he had been a strong gup
porter of the system of voluntary ser
vice, Mr. Asquith declared he was con-
vinced of the necessity of the compul.
sion bill which he belleved would
meet with general approval when its
provisions were understood,

He pointed out that exemptions from
service could be claimed under the
terms of the bill on the same grounds
as in the case of men attested under
the Derby plan. The grounds of ex-
emption Include consclentious objec-
tion to performing military service,

Tribunals To Hear Applicants for
Exemption,

should we be now?”

Speaking of the exemption of nen
who have conscientious objections to
military service, Mr, Asquith pointed
out that similar exemption had been
made by -Pitt in favor of the Quakers.
and said this proposal was modelled
from ' the laws of South Africa and
New Zealand. The exemption, how-
ever, applied only to actual participa-
tion in miltary duties, and the cir-
cumstances under which it might be
claimed, had been shaped canefuily,
80 a8 to provide that no person should
come under this clause unless he had
no possible reason for declining to
serve,

A special tribunal to hear applica-
tions for exemptions would be set up
in each district, the premier gaid,
and an annual tribunal also would be
established. Winally, to prevent the
possibility of any miscarriage, there
would be a last appeal through the
body set up in London under the
Earl of Derby's plan.

(Continued on-page 2)
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GERMAN ARMED STEAMER
WAR PRIZE OF BRITISH

Captured on Lake Tangany-
ika, . Gentral Africa, After
Brief Fight in Which All the
Officers on. Enemy Ship
Were Killed,

“gaenyika, “in' Central Africa, it
was announced in an official state.
ment tonight.

“The action lasted only ten
minutes,” adds the statement.
“All the German ‘officers were kill-
ed, and the steamer, despite Its
sinking condition, was brougit in-
to port.” .

WRECK AVIATION CAM»

Parls, Jan. 5—Allled airmen,
bombarding Glevgeii, southern
Serbia, in the course of a recon-
nalssance, destroyed the sheds In
the German aviation camp, a>

cording to a Havas despatch from
Athens, under Tuesday's date.

BOMBARD ENEMY'S LINES

London, Jan. 6—A Reuter des-
patch from Saloniki says French
aviators have been busy during
the past few days over the enemy
lines. They have dropped bombs
on Retrich, ' Strumitza and other,
towns where troops are movlng

“The bombs apparently caused
a considerable number of casual-
ties, especially in Petrich, where
they were geen to explode in the
centre of the town causing build-
Ings to collapse and fire to break

gug," says the despatch.
P I

MANY DROWNED
BY GAPSIZING
OF STEAMER

Of 65 Aboard  the Kanawha.
When She Capsized in Ohio|

River, Only 15 Have: Been
Heard from.

L)

Gallipolis, Ohio, Jan, 5.—Reporu\ re-
ceived here gay that more than twenty
persons were drowned when the
steamer Kanawha capsized in the Ohio
river near Parkersburg, West Va., to-
night. Of the sixty-five persons om
board the steamer, only fifteen had
been accounted for late tonight, it
was said,

e i
He Talked Too Much.

An Austrian while under the influ-
ence of lignor near the I. C, R. depot
last evening was using remarks derog:
atory to the King of England. He was
quickly placed under arrest by Police-
man Gorman and locked up in a cell

in police headguarters.

MHM{N RUSSIANS PUT WHOLE ENERGY

INTO EFFORT TO DRIVE WEDGE
BETWEEN THE TEUTON ARMIES

0N PAPEN IS
BEEN HEARD
FROM AGIN

Attache Dismissed from U. S.
Complains British Authori-
ties Opened His Private Pa-
pers at Falmouth,

London, Jan, §, 4.25 p, m.~~Captain
Franz Von Papen, the recalled Ger-
man attache at Washington, telegraph-
ed today from Falmouth, where he ar.
rived on the Noordam, to the Ameri-
can embassy here, asking it to com:

: private pnpers ut Falmouth,

Captain Von Papen, in his message,
claimed that personal letters and bank-
books of his were opened, and that

The British authorities, who seized
Captain Von Papen’s correspondence
at Falmouth, are not worrled by pos-
sible protests, as his safe conduct em.
braced only the person of the German
military attache.

Captain Von Papen has salled for
Rotterdam on board the Noordam,
leaving some of his papers in the
hands of the authorities, who will de-
cide later on their final disposition.

It is explained here that if a safe
conduct were allowed to cover the péer-
sonal papers and effects of a bearer,
belligerents might maintain an excel
lent messenger service by using expel-
led officlals for that purpose.
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OPPOSED T0

London, Jan. 5.—Wh"e the battle on the borders of Bessarabia Is
apparently still far from dcclllon, each day finds the Russians claiming
the occupation of additional enemy positions, and Petrograd believes
that If this process continues a short time longer, a break somewhere
in the lines of the Central  Powers must come.

The whole energy of the Russian army is heing directed to making

a gap between the German armies in the centre, and
Austrian forces, and the desparte Austrian attacks in the

Kolki are designed to prevent this,

the southern
region of

The fighting must continue for a

considerablé time yet, but upon the result will depend, in large mea-
sure upon the strategy of both sides when spring comes.

' The other fronts continue to maintain a state of Ttomparative
quliet. For England the attltu‘e the labor men will take regarding
conscription at a great conference to be held in London tomorrow is a
matter of anxiety. Robert wmi.m\, leader of the Transport Workers

Federation, declared tonight:

“It is practically assured that the conference will affirm the re-

jection of conscription in any form.”

SENSATION OVER THE BARALONG CASE.

The story of the Baralong case has created a wide unnnon.

A

considerable part of the English press questions the veracity of the
witnesses. The Globe expresses doubt whether there is any such per-

son as Larimore Holland, and sugge

{ The next time Von Bethmann-

Hollwég's subordinate invent a witness they should provide one who is
more convineing.” .

There is general expectation that Gerflany will express its dissat-
isfaction at 8ir Edward Grey’s reply by immediately instituting repris-
als, which the. English fear will take a violent form.

the Rusnnns Jattacked again nlong
the. front in Gnllclarand Bukowina,
but were nowhere able to hreak the
Austrian lines, according to the state-
ment by the Austro-Hungarian war
office, received here today from Vien-
na.

British Repulse Enemy With Rifie Fire i

London, Jan. 5—The British official
statement, issued tonight, reads:
“On the southern portion of our
front the artillery on both sides have
béen more active than usual. Early
this morning a hostile attack, made
on one of our adv:
Maricourt, wa en off by rifie fire,
“A number of our aeroplanes car-
ried out a successful bombing raid
against the enemy's aerodrome at
Douai. A German aeroplane today
flew over Boulogne, and dropped a
bombs. No damage was done.”
Italians Not To Enter Greece
London, Jan, 6—An Athens despatch
to the Times says that Italy has prom-
ised Greece that her forces shall not

iced pogitions near

n&?ﬁﬁriﬁ }‘epul

Paris, Jan. 5 (240 p. m.)—The
Statement issued by the war offica
this afternoon reads: :

“During the course of 'the night,
after a violent bombardment, the Ger-
mans delivered a rather strong. attack
against our trenches between Hild
0. 193 and Butte De Tahure. They

completely repulsed.

here has been no important eveng
on the remainder of the front.”

Italiang Take New Positions.

Jan. 4, via London, Jan. 5

An official statement, given out toe
night by the Italian war office, says:.

Riva zone: After careful prepas
ration our troops occupied new posis
tions higher up along the ridge which
ascend from Diacesa to Rochette,
After a short, spirited struggle we
seized also two trenches on the slopes
of Mount Sperone®

“Carso zone: At Monfalcone one
of our detachments, advancing rdpidly
from its trenches, occupied a new and
more advanced position, which was
consolidated.”

0. NAAL MENB. F. SITH ISSUES ANOTHER
5 THIBUNAL|. CHALLENGE TO F. B. CARVELL

merican Government Will Not| Carvell’s Attempt to Pose as the Farmers’ Friend
Shown Up—Mr. Smith Makes Two Offers that

Agree to Their Acting of
of Board to Investigate

rges Made Against Sub-
. marine Crews,

Washington, Jan. 5.—It was author-
itatively stated tonight that the Unit.
ed States government would not agree

to the suggestion by Sir Edward Grey
to Germany that a tribunal of Ameri-
can naval officers investigate belliger-
ent chdrges and counter<harges of
inhuman conduct by naval officers.

Officials conversant with the situa-
tion say, informally, that the Unifed
States undoubtedly will continue to ad-
here to its policy of mon-intervention
in controversies of this kind between
belligerent nations.

BORAOWS MILLIEN AND
HALF FROM RUSSIAN GOV'T

New York, Jan. 5.—Announcement
was made today that the Canadian
Car Company had obtained a loan of
$1,600,000 from the Russian govern-
ment, to tide-it over its present difti-
culties, and it is understood more
funds will be available from the same
source as needed.

Sheuld Silence Biased

‘The following open letter to the far-
mers of Carleton and Victoria coun*
ties has been sent out by Mr. B, Frank
Smith, M. L. A;

Florenceville, Jan. 5.
To the Farmers of Carleton and Vie-
toria:

Gentlemen,—Having Jjust returned
from a trip to the principal cities of
Ontario and Quebec, largely in the
interest of the potato business, I am
pleased to inform those farmers of
New Brunswick who are holding their
potatoes that the prospects are good
for another advance in price. The
stooks which are procured by the
western dealers, before the cold
weather, are now being reduced and
already there is a much firmer tone
to the market than prevailed just
previous to the holiday season.

I visited Ottawa on my return and
at thé request of the minister from
this province called upon Sir George
H. Foster, minister of trade and com-
merce, and the Hon. Mr. Burrell, min-
ister of agriculture, in order to get a
clear understanding of the representa-
tions which have been made by Mr
Carvell, who, I believe, also called
upon them a week previous, and who
made certain allegations with refer
euce to the hay contract which our

.| fact he totally

Critics.

company have in the Province of New
Brunswick.

It is unnecessary for me to poing
out to the citizens generally just how
far Mr. Carvell really represented
conditions in the Province of New
Brunswick, when he was seeking to
make a little capital for himself and
place one of his pBlitical opponents
in an unfair light,

I learned, however, that he did not
reveal to the minister of trade and
commerce and to the-Hon, Mr. Burnell
anything with reference to the econ.
troversy that had taken place in New
Brunswick concerning this matter;
nor did he show to them that he and
his company had been offered $18.00
per ton for loose baled hay delivered
at West St. John for the. entire con-
tract. I may say that he had done
this, his reception would not have
been so cordial as they would have
understood him more readily.

Carvell Backs Down.

In his latest effort, which has been
brought to my attention fully on my
return home, he seeks to evade—in
disregards—this fea-
tune of the argument. Finding hime
self convicted before the gengral pube

(Continued on page 2 )




