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Strength in Church Work.

Preached by Rev. PeLEAM WiLLiaus, D. D., at
the Mission church of Saint John Baptist on Saint
John Baptist’s Day, 1892,

And waxed strong in Spirit.—8r. LUKE, 1., 80.

How brief and yet how full is this record
of your patron. saint! It tells us all which

boyhood, youth and early manhood.
Nor can devout fancy add very much to
the quiet story. Until he was thirty years
of age, and that great soul, by *‘his shew-
ing unto Israel,” roused all Jerusalem by
the fire ot his mighty zeal, we only know
that he tarried *‘in deserts,” that he
‘‘waxed strong in spirit,” biding his time,
which was God's time ; and then the burning
and shining light flashed forth its blaze as
the great veice startled the echoes along the
bmﬂe:f the Jordan, and men’s hearts were
bowed with the anguish of penitence, and
men’s hopes were quickened at thought of
the coming King and the glories of His

2o Ralaiia h
0

I pause not tomg i
the familiar tale ot the wondrous life, and
work, and the calm death in the dungeon
of Machaerus, when the grandest man
whom Almighty God had ever made and
the greatest prophet whom He had ever
inspired, laid down his task, so perfectl
wrought out to its very end. I only asl
you to think with me about the three
words—**Strong in spirit,” as true of him,
as d ded ot you, as requisite in any
mission which shall bear his glorious
name.

It has been often said, and with obvious
truth, that, in the mystical body, the

riesthood is the back bone. It has been

tely said, in sad satire, the more sad if
just, that caries of the back bone has been
the disease of the priesthood in some of
the later generations. With most noble
exceptions, it may have been true, here
and there, that the ‘like people like
priest” has been a bitter prophecy too
much fulfilled.

At least, when the priest of God lifts
clearly before his own gaze, the face, the
heart, the work of the Baptist, and asks
*‘in what am I like him ?” he must often
feel the stinging rebuke, which his own
soft days, and self-indulgence, and much
timidity, and ‘‘time-serving,” under
the guise of expediency, so richly merit.
If he is not ‘‘strong in spirit,”  but
weak under the manifold pressure of ignor-
ance, and prejudice, and worldliness, and
restrictions unjustly made and enforced ;
weak, in the presence of temptation ; weak,
in the fear of losing position, and income,
and favor; weak, in doubting whether the
whole truth may be fitly spoken ; weak, in
recreancy to his trust ; weak, in yielding to
despondency ; weak, in ing over diffi-
culties, and hindraaces, and broken hopes,
and inevitable - delays,—what loss there
must be in his own soul, and thea in all
which God has sent him to do for other
souls.

You may pity a priesthood, which has
lost courage, and vigor, and self-denial,
but you may grieve, even more, for the
church which finds such priests at ber
altars.

This service tonight, however, rather
suggests the question, ‘‘what is a strong
mission P e readiest answer would be,
‘‘a mission that gathers to its support
strong men.” Then the question recurs,
with St. John the Baptist in view, as a
pre-eminent example, ‘‘what is a strong
man?” We know full well, and we are
prompt to reject the counterfeit of manly
strength. That sort of power does not lie
in over-trained muscles; or over-taxed
brains ; or in self-conceit and swagger; or
in superficial charm or skill ; or in the glib
tongue ; or the quick wit; or the heavy
purse ; or in many phases of what is known
as “‘success.” Itis as true of character as
it is of physique, that the strong man is he
who has a strong heart. The Baptist waxed
strong in spirit, and hence the reality of his
power. So far as we know, he wrought no
miracle. He left no memorable sermon to
attest his gifts as an orator. He may not
have been brilliant in intellect or culture.
He gathered no coterie of verv distinguish-
ed followers. He gained no special vic-
tories, in the arena of controversy. ' I: has
bee,?. thought that, in all his days, he never
dmiled : and that no ;{ersonal charm graced
his rug%ed nature. What was it then that
drew all Jerusalem to this rough preacher,
to listen to his one discourse from his one
text? The power was in the voice, and in
the man; in the singleness of motive;in
the heroic bravery; in the perfect consist-
ency ; in the rare humility ; in the fervor,
and the persistency, in all which went forth
irom a great heart into a great work for
God and man. :

Now, my beloved, look into the lite ot a

h, or a mission such as this, sv favor-

n many ways, so seemfngly hindered in
some ways, and ask what would you bave,
if God would give it, and at once. Surely
the answer must be, a strong parish heart,
in all the full meaning of that phrase.

. prime need, in most of our par-
ishes, is the need of clear and deep convic-
tion as to what is the catholic faith, and
what is, in its integrity, our catholic heri-

A clear and vigorous conscience is
the secret of moral strength; churchman-
ship must be alike intelligent and thor-
ough, if it shall ever be, in the best sense,
strong. Just here, where instruction has
been and. continnous and wise, the
first element of vigor should have been se-
cured. Great principles of church-lifehave
been taught, urged, enforced, and then en-
nch-bnmd ni; the xmd;:::tl &mom sober,

3 more,
" sught, conk done,

people, just what the church has  received,
and must set forth, and must transmit. Yet
one may hold witha feeble grip, what he
caanot deny, or he may so bring that truth

.
that he would die to maintain it, and; so,
that he will live to uphold it. L

Ah, there is where the weakness of
church-life is g0 often revealed, in a kind
of churchmanship, which is not unsound,
but which is nerveless, listless, va; id,inert ;
which lifts a life into a fashionable Lent,
only that it may sink again into a fashion-
able Easter-tide. There is no abiding con-
viction that life in the church of God means
following the Son ot God, as the head of
the church, and the exemplar for all His
people.

Probably St. Jobn the Baptist could
bave written his creed in a very few arti-
cles: but to those he was grandly true, in
thought, and speech, and act; in the pres-
ence of publicans and harlots, or before
Herod and Herodias, in their adull

version? No, no. It was meant for us to
light our torches at the aitar ot His Sacri-
fice. and then go forth on His errand, in
the light of His love and grace.

So, we meditate awhile tonight on the
short words of the text, and think of him
who ‘‘waxed strong in spirit,” and ask, for
the coming year, in this Mission chaurch,
that we, like him whom we are wont to
honor, may learn to be strong in cur con-
victions as to faith and duty. Strong in
‘the life of high resolve; strong in the
spirit and habit of sacrifice; strong under
definite rules, which touch and fashion our
souls; strong in that trustfulness which
leans upon the strength of God; and
strong in the enthusiasm which bears men
on in the face of a hundred threats or
trials, and which is the spirit of ghostly
strength, glorious even in our weaknes;
and most glorious as seen in its triumph in
the hour of the final reward.

God help you, my dear friends, in this
spirit to keep' your anniversary, and thus
to enter aright upon a new year of privile,
and service in this Mission churcK of St.
John the Baptist.

Gregory the Great.
Born of a noble Roman family about 544
he received an educati itable to his

guilt. His convictions were perlectl?' clear,
and s0, he ‘‘waxed strong in spirit.”
II. A parish, like a man, should live for
a purpose ; like a saintly man, for a holy
purpose. High resolve heartens and
strengthens a man. It very often lies be-
hind great achievements.  Resolute pur-
pose carries the  boy to the head of his
class, the man to a high place in his voca-
tion. With the Baptist, the purpose of his
l?n' the

errand, as the herald foretell i
was held with a perfect tenacity. That
purpose fired his blood, and thus he made
the blood of men to tingle, as it coursed
botly through their veins. The good par
ishioner. it he shall deserve that name,must
cherish the one purpose in his parish life,
as in his home life, to do his utmost for the
wellare of the household. That purpose.
devoutly sustained in the heart-life of every
parishioner would lift many a struggling
mission into place and power in the church.
No less can be rightly asked of men. No
less should be o mg

IIL. By the costliest, sacrifice, the souls
of men were ransomed. The church was
bought by the Christ for His own. By
_costly sacrifice, in many a martyrdom, the
church was strengthened. And by like
sacrifices, like in spirit though unlike in
their outward aspect, the church lives and
grows today. hat does it cost you to be
a churchman, or a churchwoman, ‘over and
above what it would cost to be the devotes
of some exacting form of idolatry ? That
is a test question, not unfairly asked and
pressed. It is not answered by the sum of

your contributions, in money or toil, but
y the self-denial, which these involve and
attest.

IV. A strong life is always shaped by
rules, more or less sharply defined. The
musician is alike restrained and fortified by
the rules of his noble science. The jurist
can hardly indulge the caprices ot his
mind, as to what the law might well have
been. He must reach his conclusions un-
der, and in accordance with, what are call-
ed principles and precedents. Life in the
church ot God, which is life for the Son of
God, must be guided by the law of God, as
revealed partly in the Word ot God, and as
exemplified in the saints of God. What
restraint was there, when the Baptist wait-
ed in solitude until he had reached the full
age of thirty years, thus obeying the Levi-
tical law, ere he came forth from the des-
ert, to lift the cry—*The Kingdom of
Heaven is at band.” He claimed no ex-
emption for himself, as he would allow
none to the royal sinner, on his throne. In
our portion of the catholic church, our holy
mother Iays down very few rigid rules,
about ber festivals, and fasts, and minor
offices, and tithes, and offerings,and modes
of life, and forms of amusement. Yet she

ives the motherly intimation, the many
Eints, with gentle authority, and expects
her children to catch the spirit of her laws,
and to adjust the letter in some measure by
the aid of a good conscience. She suggests
the rules of churchly lite, and then, she
leaves it largely for the individual in his
growing strictness, to adopt these for him-
self. What is not done by rule is very
likely not to be done at all. What is left
to convenience and caprice is most likely,
at last, to be omitted altogether. There

would be a real gain, and sure strength, it
church-folk would adopt cautiously indeed,
but reverently, a rule—as to their eucKar-
ists ; and their attendance at daily prayers;
and their offerings ; and their private study
of God’s wotd ; and the kind and measure
of their fasting ; and their seeking ot spir-
itual direction; and their devotion to
church work in- their -parishes. Christign
liberty should never glideinto the licence of
selt-will ; and the truest liberty is ever best
secured by the wisest laws.

V. And he is strong in his work who
calmly leaves all its results with God. You
never think of St.John as anxiously count-
ing the number of his disciples ; the effect
ot a special sermon or interview ; what men
would call the growth of his mission. He
leaves the desert when God wills, and be-
cause God calls him. In the same spirit
he bares his neck for the axe, in the mid-
night hour, and his great soul goes home
to God. The strength of the church is
never found in the fuss and bustle, nor in
the undue solicitude ot God’s people. They
are not called to be anxious about the ark
of God, but to be strong in their trustful-
ness, and faithful in the labor, whose issues
God above can guide, and shape,and bless.
VI. There is one added element of
strength, which claims a moment’s thought.
It is the strength that is allied with enthusi-
asm ; without which, it is said, the noblests
triumphs can never be won. The fire on
the altar of the heart must ever smoke and

rank, because a member of the senate, and
filled several important offices of sfate. The
death of his father put him in possession of
t wealth, which he expended in found-

ing monasteries and charitable institutions.
Becoming dissatisfied with the world, he
took the monastic vows and became a mem-
ber of one of his own establishments. He
howed great devotion to religious duties.

Pelagius, the Bishop of Rome, falling a
victim to a pestilence that invaded the city.
Gregory was unanimously elected his sue-
cessor. With genuine humility, he earn-
estly refused the honor, and loudly pro-
claimed his unworthiness. But in vain; he
was thrust into the vacant chair, and
plunged at once, with all the ardour of his
active mind, into the new constantly in-
creasing cares of the bishopric. ~ He
was & great sufferer in bosy all his

days. He once wrote—“I am
80 oppressed with gout that life
is a heavy punishment. I faint daily

through pain, and breathe after death as
my remedy. Often have I been forced to
my bed when [ scarce had left it, by the
violence of pain. Thus I die daily, and
yet live.” Yet nothwithstanding incessant
affliction, the vigour of his mind was un-
abated and his mental faculties unclouded,
and the marvel was that with so weak a
body he was able to pursue so laborious
and stormy a career. He organised a mis-
sion to Britain, which he placed under the
superintend; ot Augustine, and which
succeeded in converting the Anglo-Saxon
to Christianity. His astute contest with
the patriarch of Constantinople laid the
foundation of the schism between the
Greek and Latin churches, which continues
to the present day. He also found time to
write several commentaries and do other
literary work. The Church of England is
largely indebted to Gregory for the litany
and many of the collects used in her service.
He lived with the shadow of death consci-
ously hanging over him, and after little
more than thirteen years of labor and suf-
fering in his bishopric, he fell asleep in the
year 604.

Subjoined a brief specimen of a sermon
preached in Rome during the prevalence of
pestilence, and which may be taken as a
sample of the best preaching'of his time.
“‘Beloved brethren, we ought to have fear-
ed the scourge of God before it came; at
least, after having felt it, let us tremble.
Let griet open to us the passages of con-
version, and let the punishment which we
feel dissolve the hardness of our hearts.

*‘Languor does not precede death, but
death itselt with hasty strides outstrips the
tardy course of languor. Conceive in what
state that man will appear before his
Judge who is hurried off in the midst of his
sins.

“Let each of us repent while we have
time to weep before the sword devours us.
Let us call our ways to remembrance. Let
us come before His face with confession
and litt up our hearts with our hands to the

greatness of his crimes. Think how the
inveterate evils of the Ninevites were wiped
off by three days repentance ; and the con-
verted robber in the very article of death
obtained the rewards of lite. Let us change
our hearts, and encourage ourselves be-
forehand with the thought that we have ob-
tained what we ask. [fmportunity, so dis-
agreeable to man, is well-pleasing to the
God fit truth ; becauss the good and merci-
tul Lord loves to be overcome by pruyers.
Remember the psalmist—‘Call upon me in
the’ time of trouble, so will I hear thee,and
thou shalt praise me.” He admonishes us
to call upon His name, and witnesses by
this His readinese to forgive.”

In Love with His People.

For my part, says Dr. Tulloch, I like to
meet a man who thinks his own congrega-
tion, however small it may be, the most im-
portant one in the church, and is rather
inclined to bore vou with its details. When
a man thus falls in love with his people, the

robability is that something of the same
Eind happens to them likewise. Justas a
wife prefers her own husband to every
other man, though surely she does not
necessarily suppose him to be the most
brilliant specimen in existence, so a con-
gh'reption will generally be found to prefer
their own minister, if he is a genuine man,
to every other, although surely not always
entertaining the hallucination that he is a
rnngon of ability. Thus to love and to be
oved is the secret of a happy and success-
tul ministry.

As God Leads Us.

When engineers would bridge a stream,
they often carry over a single thread. With
that the next stretch a wire across. Then

blaze. In the B-tgtiat how that fire glowed ;
as men watched the kindling flame in his
eye, and voice, and form, as he stood by
river's bank, in that sl robe, gaunt
and worn by his fasting, tremulous per-
chance, as he sent out the thrilling appeal
which smote and rent the hearts of
Pharisees and hypocrites, and wrung from
them, in their tremor the eager cry, *‘and
what shall we do P”
Enthusigsts, even when grossly delud-
ed; wield a power, which the sluggard can
never acquire. - The mighty saint, whose
festival we keep, sent out his burning mes-
from nc:x“eut all lm with the lem;
of i ing, wi , grandeur of
hg.hmmg Was it meant that such
Id die, when the Christ had

strand is added to strand until a foundation
is laid for planks ; and now the bold engi-
neer finds safe tootway, and walks from
side to side. So God takes from us some

Iden-threaded pl and hes it
Bence into heaven ; then He takes a child,
and then a friend. Thus He bridges dedth,
and teaches the thoughts of the most timid
to find their way hither and thither between
the two spheres.

Man’s Two Lives.
Man is a creature designed for two dif-
ferent states of being, or rather for two
different lives. His t life is short and
trausient ; Immond permanent and hn;

E
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[lectricity, as applied by the
Owen Electric Belt and
Appliances,
1s now recognized as the greatest oon offered to
suffering humanity, It is fast taking the place of
drugs in all nervous and rheumatie troubles and
will effect cures in scemingly hopeless cases
where every other kuown means has failed. It
is natures remedy, and by its steady, soothing cur-

rent that is readily felt,

POSITIVELY CURES
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RHEUMATISM.
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cases. We venture the assertion that uthous;h
electricity has only been in use as a remedial
?ﬁ?m for a few years, it has cured more cases of
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A GREAT LITERARY BARGAIN'!

Cooper’s Famous Romances of the American Forest !
An Entirely New Edition of

THE LEATHERSTOCKING TALES

By JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

The first and greatest of American novelists was James Fenimore Cooper. “Iilis popniriiy,
8ays a writer in the Century Magazine, “ was cosmopolitan. He was almost as widely read in France
in Germany, and in Italy a8 in Great Britain and the United Stares. Only one American hook hns
ever since attained the international success o
these of Cooper's—‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,' and only
one American author, Poe, has since gained &
name at all commensurate with Cooper'a ahroad.’
The great author is dead, but his charming ro.
mances still live to delight new generations of
readers. “The wind of the lakes and the praiiles
has not lost its balsam and the ealt of the sea

its_savor,” says the same writer above
uoted. Beautiful indeed are Cooper’s stories ot

tensely interesting, abounding in adventure, yet
pure, elevating, manly, and entirely devold of aii
the objectionable features of the modern Indian
, Btory. No reading could be more whelesome for
' young or old than Cooper's fanious noveis. An
entirely new edition of the Leatherstocking Tales
has just been published, in one large and hand
some volume of over three hundred large quartc
pages, containing all of these famous romances
complete, unchanged and unabridged, vis.:

THE DEERSLAYER, THEPATHFINDER
THE LAST OF TEE MOEICANS,
THE PIONEERS, THE PRAIRIE,

This handsome edition of the Leatherstocking

Tales is printed upon good paper from large type

It is & delightfal book, and one which ehould

have a place in every American home. It con.

tains five of the most charming romances that the

mind of man has ever conceived. A whole win.

ter's reading is comprised in ti.. mammoth vol-

ume. All who rlmve lm:I "i.dlcmmell;: dstl‘.n‘:el

ch literary treat. Every member of the family circle wi elight.

25’:!‘!“: t.l'l':rn? m{v'eh;:‘v.:lzne:;eﬂtn lmnrg’emem with the publisher of thia excellent edition of the

Leatherstocking Tales whereby we are enabled to offer this large and utiful hook almost as a

ree to our suhacribers. Such an offer as we make would not have vren possible & few years

ago, but the lightning printing p , low price ol per and great competition in the book trade
have done wonders for the reading public, and this i8 the most marvelous of all.

Read Our Great Premium Offer! [, ol Tes

LEATHERSTOCKING
TALES, cumplete,as above described, with ProGress for one year, upon receipt of
only $2.25, which is an acvance of but 25 cents over our regular subscription price, so
that you practically get this fine edition of the famous Leatherstocking Tales for only
25 cents. Perfect satistaction is guaranteed to all who take advantage of this it
premium offer. EDWARD 8. CARTER. »§

A T X LT
e of our ng physicians ng this
fact, are availing thel’r]lsglves of 'this most potent
of nature’s forces,

To Restore Manhood and Womanhood

Asman has not yet discovered all of Nature'’s
laws for right living, it follows that everyone has
commi more or less errors whieh have left
visible blemishes. To erase these evidences of
past errors, there is nothing to equal Electricity
as applied by the Owen Electric Body Battery
and Suspensory. Rest assured any doctor who
would to accomplish this by any Llnd of drqu
I:m?‘ru: & most dangerous torm of eharla-
m.

We Challenge the World

five or ten years longer, but to-day there are more
Owemlh manufactared tham all other makes
com ;

E¥-Electric Insoles,—Dr Owen's Eleetric
Insoles will prevent Rhenmatism cure Chil-
Ild&indmplnmmtmhst Price §1,

by
Beware of Imitations and Cheap Belts.

CIRLS’ TRICYCLES

Given for three new subscribers and $5,00 additional.

There is no thing so enjoyable .r
more healthful for young girls in
Summer than exercise on the tricycle.
We can give a splendid 20 inch wheel
tricycle, metal tired. strong and dur-
able m every particular for a club ot
three new subscribers and $5 ad-
ditional. The retail price of this
tricycle is $10.

g i ] ) \A
N. B.—We have a larger tricycle k
for larger girls, 80 inch wheel, metal _. "‘
tired, which will be sent for a club of X '
three new subscribers and $9 ad-

ditional. Retail price $14.

&7 Our having been
imitation of the Genuine Owen Electric that
t the country from town
mc:wn,wedednw warn tke public against
Ut

8
Sttty
Appliance Co.

A&-Mfwmumm Catalogue of Inferm-
THE OWEN ELECTRIC BELT €O,

49 King St. W,, Toronto. Ont.
Mention this paper. Head Office, Chicago,

shoul
established His kingdom, and given to it

lwmﬁohuvnrynnl.ugpnﬁ his being,

the work and the promise of a world’s con-

ing. The question we are
in is this, in which of those lives is our
chief interest to make ourselves happy ?
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