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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

« The Sunday School «

BIBLE LESSON.
Abridged from Peloubets’ Notes,

Second Quarter,

ELIJAH'S SPIRIT ON ELISHA.
Lesson VI, August 7.—2 Kings 2:6-15.
Read the Chapter, ' Commit Verses 11-14.

GoOLDEN TrXT,

How much more shall your Heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him ? Luke 11 :13. ’

EXPLANATORY.

Tug CALL OF ELisHA.—1 Kings 19 : 1y~
We know almost nothing of Elisha's
carly history, He seems to have belonged
to & well-to-do family of Abel-meholah in
the Jordan valley, Suddenly Elijah came
to him while he was ploughing with twelve
yoke of oxen, and threw bis mantle over
the young man, &8s an invitation to follow
him, abd become a prophet. Elisha
naturally hesitated. But Elisha did not
hesitaté long. From this time he was the
wttendent and scholar of the prophet, but
of an entirely different nature, and with
different methods of doing the Lord’s
work. He was of the city rather than the
desert, ard more like ‘‘the still, small
voice "’ than the hurricane and earthquake.
Tue TRST oF ELISHA.—When the time
came for Elijah to leave his earthly work
and to be taken up to heaven ina whirl-
wind, the prophet was at Gilgal, porth of
Bethel, with Elisha at one of the schools of
the prophets. Elijah seems to have re-
ceived some revelation that his last hours
had come,

He bade Elisha remain at Gilgal while
he went on to the next séhool at Bethel.
But Elisha insisted on going with him, This
was repeated at the other stations, Bethel
and Jericho, on the direct way to the fords
of tiie Jordan. Why Elijah asked Elisha
not to accompany him is not certain. But

he may have desired to be alone in
that supreme moment. (2) He may '’ have
wished to spare Elisha the pain of parting.”

i) He may have been uncertain whether
it was the Lord’s will that any should be-
hold his glorification, He would avoid all
ostentation. (4) It most probably was,
perhaps together with the other motives,
to test the devotion and love of Elisha, to
see whether he were a fitting successor.
Ilisha was so different in temper from him-
self, that although he was chosen at God's
word, snd although he had become
acquainted with him during the past few
years, Elijah may have ?ell uncertain
whether he were fitted to carry on hils
work, It is o hard to realize the greatness
ind power of those who work in ways
foreign to our patures.

FLISHA'S HioH REQURST.—Vs. 6-10.
6. TARRY, I PRAY THER, HERE, They
were at Jericho, and Elijah was on the

way to the fords of the Jordan, where he
could cross over into his native. country.
THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS. That
is, the young men attending the theological
seminaries first organized by Samuel for
preparation of religious teachers for
people,
AND ELIJAH TOOK HIS MANTLE. Of
sheepskin. The cloak, that outward sign
of the prophet's office, became the vehicle
of the Spirit's power. AND WRAPPED IT
TO)GETHER. ‘‘Rolled it up” like & rod,
for convenience in handling. SMOTE THE
WATERS. As Moses ‘‘smote’’ the River
Nile (Ex. 7:20), Aaron the dust {Ex. 8:
17), and Moses the rock (Num, 20:11)—
sirongly, as one smites an enemy.

9. On the farther shore ELIJAH SAID
UNTO ELISHA, ASK WHAT I SHALL DO
FOR THER, BEFORE I BE TAKEN AWAY
FROM THEE., What is vour last request,
the one supreme thing you desire me to
do? He had no money, no estates, no
title to leave his friend, but he well knew
that such things were not first in Elisha's
mind, for he had left all these when he
chose the prophet’s work. LET A DOUBLE
PORTION OF THY SPIRIT BE UPON ME.
Not twice as much as Elijah had, but the
portion of the eldest son (Deut. 21:17).
The eldest son was the successor of his
father, the head of the household. Elisha's
request was that he might be fitted to be
I ,hf«h'u successor, to take up the work he
had left, and carry it on, in the schools of
the prophets and among the people, by the
power of working miracles, by divine
revelations, by influence for the salvation
of his nation, by a holy life, by faith, and
courage, and wisdom, and zeal. He did
not ask so much for the position as for
spiritual fitness for the work.

10. THOU HAST ASKED A HARD THING.
[t was hard because it was a spiritual gift,
the hardest of all things to impart to
another. It was hard because it depended
on the fitness of the receiver. It was hard
because it was the greatest of gifts, worth
more thap riches or thrones, It was hard
hecause Ahe granting of this request was
ot in Klijah's gift, and he knew not yet if
God meant to bestow it ; yet he would seek

it with the fervent prayer (Jas, § : 16, 17)

that brought abundant showers from
heaven (1 Kings 18:42-45). 1¥ THOU
SEE ME. WHEN I AM TAKEN FROM

THRE. The words *‘ when I am ' are not
in the original. If he was able to retain to
the end the same devoted perseverance,
and keep his eye set and steadfast on the
departing prophet, the gift would 'be his.
‘' *If thou see me.’ But how could he see
bim if he did ot watch? Ahb, that is the
whole doctrine ! ' Look, expect, watch;
keep your eyes open, fixed, intense,—look
as if you wanted the blessing, and you will
get it

ELijan's TRIUMPH
Vs. 11, 12. 11,
AND TALKED,

OVER = DEATH.—
THEY STILL WENT ON,
So did tle two disciples

on .the way to Emmaus talk together.

Much of the heavenly wisdom that has
blessed the world can be traced back to
communion with saintly men and wowen
in the *‘ border-land.”” THERE APPRARED
A CHARIOT OF FIRE, AND HORSES OF FIRE.
The Hebrew word for ‘'a chariot’ is
usually a collective noun, and means
*‘chariots,”’  as in the margin of the r. v.
There was some marvelous display of flame
and fire.

AND ELIJAH WENT UP BY A WHIRL-
WIND. The earthly means of carrying up
his body, before the transformation to the
spiritval body of heaven (1 Cor. 15:42-49)

Symbols. (1) It was a s)-mbol of the
life thus ended, sudden, glorious, fiery like
lightning flashes, full of mysterious power
fron: heaven. (2) The close of Ehjah's
life was like the sunset glories after a day
of storm and sunshine. Often these radiant
clouds seem like the gate of heaven. (3)
The chariot and horses of fire were symbols
of the divine presence and power.” As the
fire trane o mes tbe material into the in-
visible, 80 Lhis fr -y storm would manifest
the power that transformed Elijah's
thli(ll ‘boGy into tbe spiritual body
itted for its heavenly life.

12. TAE CHARIOT OF ISRAEL, AND THE
HORSEMEN THEREO¥ ! By the words My
FATHER, MY FATHER, Elisha expresses
what the departing one was for himself ;
and by the words, ** The chariot of Israel,
and the horsemen thereof,”” what he was
for the whole nation. *‘Ome’ such man
as Elijah is more than equivalent t) an
entire army. Such was Luther for the
German people

d* % A &
The Difficulty.

BY CHARLES E JEFFERSON.

Noman can pray ina hurry, or med-
itate in haste, or study with a hundred
duties standing at the door abd shouting
at him, But the modern preacher .has
little time. He goes thiough the week on
a hop, skip and jump. Heis in a constant
flurry to meet his next ergagement. He
isa Martba busied about many things:
The better part has been taken from him.
A thousand odds and ends of parish work
keep him ina frenzy of activity, which
saps the springs of intellectual energy and
spiritual life.

Brethen, we have now reacbgd the root
of one of the great problems of our day.
The various distressing pulpit phenomena,
which we all lament and whose correction
seems to be beyond our skill, can nearly
all be traced, I think, to the crowded and
feverish life which a modern minister is
obliged to live.

It is Jack of time which is cutting pastor-
ates short. Preaching becomes thin and
laymen rebel. Preaching is thin because
preachers are thin. Preachers are] worn
thin by endless activity. A man, to keep
intellectually robust and epiritually rich,
must have leisure for contemplation and
wide study. Puastorates are becoming
short, not because preachers are lazy, but
because they are so busy in doing things
that they preach themselves emipty in three
or four years. Many a minister's lamp
goes out simply hecause he has no time to
supply himself withoil.

1t is lack of time which is partly respon-
sible for evangelists, and for the numerous
eheap Hevices adopted by preachers for
‘wheedling men into church attendance.
If preachers do not have time to read great
books and assimilate great ideas, it is not
surprising they should fall back on pictures
ln(rchoiu. and call in as often as ponlh[e
an ontsider to lighten the drudgery of their
sermonic work. The increased depend-
ence on traveling preachers is, in my judg-
ment, one of the most ominous and deplor-
able signs of the times

And how shall we account for the absence
of that fire without which preaching is vain?

tured It isthe result of meditation = The
Psalmist says: ** While [ mused tie fire
burned.” Without musing there is vo

burning. James Russell Lowell, in-one of
A sermon is nothing unless touched with
, Ewmotion cannot be menuface

his letters, says: ‘‘My brain requires a
long brooding time ere it can hatch any-
thing. As soon as the life comes into the
thing it is quick enough in clipping the
shell.”” From London he wrote to a friend:
‘1 am -piecemenled here with so many
things to do that I cannot get a moment to
brood over anything as it must be brooded
over if it is to have wings, Itis asifa
sitting ben should have to mind the door-
bell. That is the experience of the
preacher. He is piecemealed. He is the
victim of the doorbell. He cannot hatch
his thoughts fairly out as he goes along.

If preachers are to speak for God they
must be given time to find out what God
says. The words of John the Baptist rolled
out upon his hearers like molten ‘lava
because he had brooded so long over the
soul's need and God's will that when he
emerged from the desert there wasa fire
burning in the marrow of his bones. Jesus
in the quiet of Nazareth meditated apd
mused through the years until he was
caught up by a spirit which carried him
from the shop to the cross.—Congregation-
alist.

* w *

Agonizing Pains.

Endured by Those Who Suffer from Sciatica
—A Victim Tells How to Obtain Relief.

Probably no trouble that afflicts mankind
causes more intense agony than sciatica.
Frequently the victim 1s utterly helpless,
the least movement causing the most
agonizing pains. Those who are suffering
from this malady the following statement
from Mr. John Hayes, of Hayesville, York
Co., N. B, will point the road to relief and
cure. Mr. Hayes says :—** For -upward of
twenty years | have suftered from weakness
and pain in the back. Some four years
ago my trouble was intensified by Sciatica
settling in my right leg. What I suffered
seems almost beyond description. I
employed three doctors but all to no prr-
pose ; 1 had to give up work entirely, and
a'm st despaired of life. This continued
for two years—years filled with misery.
At this time 1 was advised to try Dr,
Williams' Pink Pills, and after using six
boxes both the sciatica and the weakness
in the back which had troubled me so lon
were gone. I was again a well man au
feeling fifteen years younger than before 1
began the pills. Nearly two years has
passed since | discontinued the use of Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills, and in that timie no
symptom of the trouble has shown itself.
Under God I thank Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills for what they have done for me.”’

Mr Hayes voluntarily testifies to the
truth of the above statement before Edward
Whosead, Esq., ]J. P. and his statements
are further vouched for by Rev. J. N.
Barnes, of Stanley, N. B,

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
TO AGENTS! .

“THE LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES
of HON. WM. E. GLADSTONE.”

by the distinguished author, D. M. KRLSEY,
is now ready, and we are prqmre(l to fill
orders for any quantity on receipt of advice.
This book is a large handsome volume,_ of
over 500 pages, illustrated with 125 por-
traits and scenes, and by comparison will
be found to be .the most complete and
valuable Biography of Gladstone published.
It covers the whole story of his life’s work,
including his famous speeches, orations,
anecdotes, etc. It also conwains a historical
record of the great perplexing questions
which Mr. Gladstone undertook to solve.
Price to subscribers $1.50 in cloth, marbled
edges, and $2.25 in morocco, gilt. Each
subscriber is presented with a large photo-
type engraving of Mr. Gladstone, suitable
for framing.
BACTIVE CANVASSERS WANTED NOW.
Best terms guaranteed to those who act
at once. One of the best selling books we
ever had. Sample prospectus copy, cir-
culars, and full particulars mailed on
rec‘eiﬁt of 10 three cent postage stamps,
which will be returned when 10 copies of
the book have been ordered. Freight
charges prepaid on all orders of over 30
copies. Address

R. A. H. MORROW, Publisher,
59 Garden Street, St. Jobn, N. B.

(475) 1

WERK, NERYOUS WOMEN

st 50c. a box or 8 boxes
Milbum & Co., Toronto, Ont.

MR
Cruel Consumption Can be Cured.

Most Feople believe that consumption is
incurable. Not so with that eminent
scientist and chemist, Dr. Slocum, who
stretches out the hand of help to those
who suffer from this king of diseases and
the kindred evils that belong to the con-
sumptive family. Heretofore, wealth has
been a 'y part of ption cure,
wealth to take you to far distant climes
and expensive sanatoriums, but now, under
the Slocam Cure, all have an even chance
to be saved from the clutch of consumption,
la grippe, lung or throat troubles. The
Slocum Cure builds up the tired and worn
out bodies of those who suffer. It drives
out the germs that are living on the vital
strength. It makes rich, , rosy blood ;
and rich blood means health and strength.
The Slocum Cure is fully explained ina
pamphlet ining many testimgonials,
and will be sent to all persons suffering
from consunmption, lung or throat trouble,

neral debility or ng away,with three
Tee sample bottles of this remarkable cure.
Just send you name, full address and
express office to the T. A. Slocum Co.,
Limited, 786 Adelaide Street West, Toronto,
and tion the M AND Visi-
TOR, and the free samples will be sent to
yonl at once. Don't delay, but give it a
trial.

Persous in Canada nee{nﬂ Slocum’s free
offer in American and English papers will
please send to Toronto for free samples.

Bargain in Houses in
Wolfville

Two new residences on Acadia’St. and
Highland Ave,, In convenient proximit,
depot, ﬁstoﬂu 3 well finished,
contalning 10 rooms, fi 1
range, and all modern convenlencos.. Also
two desirable lots ining

Mi 's Heart and Nerve Pills, sold
by all di
for $1.25. i

. y AAbad
duces 30 to 40 bbls. apples. dumn&k
An unusual opportunity for bargains as

K‘ropsrty must sold. rticulars will be
rnished and tenders for the above properties
received till Augastl nonAbKD

AV, " P}

INEO,
Wolfville, N, 8 n.vmmr. oto.

THE LIFE OF
J. M. Cramp,D.D.

Late President Acadia College
—Y—

REV. T. A. HIGGINS; D. D.

A handsome volume of nearly four hun-
dred pages. This two dollar book will be
sent 10 any address in Canada for the
small sum of sixty-two cents ; and to the
United States for seventy-two cents.

Address: REV. A, C. CHUT
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

To Builders

T

.

If you are wanting inside
finishing send for our
Catalogue. It shows all
kinds of Mouldings,

Doors, Mantels, Stair
work, etc.
All new designs. Mailed Free.

A.CHRISTIE W0OOD WORKING Co.
CITY ROAD, BT. JORK, N. B




