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" diglous amount of money. The build
Cing fairly &%« ‘with men
a bY-electlog which was going
the river, and Mr. "Taylor reme:
that it took tour men to hold up a|

ladder while one man worked at the

¢ ‘their minds and increase it.
| ‘mter solemx_xly 'says that he. will not
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Tho Buura fan Systom of
Philosophy Goes at the -
Capital. :
.-
Clarke Wallace Shows How Blalr Pat-
ronizes the Yankes in meemnm
to the Canadian’ Workmn.
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. Tarte Turns Blair Dewn—A Recerd Thaf

Disgraces the Government and the Party

OTTAWA, June 20.— It . was prob-
ably Mr, Tarte’s farewell speech for
the session in which he excused his
department for ignoring the rules re-
quiring contracts to be let by tender.
Mr. Davin cited by way of illustra-
tion a considerable number of cases,
such as the dredging contracts, the
Ottawa park fence, the west&tblock
and .t ectrip lighting con L, MO

e redsonable ‘Dropo-

obeyed even by ministers of

crown. He showed that frequently
material had been bought at private
sale at prices fifty per cent “above

the market rate. In his speech closing ]

the debate, Mr. Davin showed that

not only ‘was money lost by these pri-~

vate transactions, but they offered a
temptation to ministers and their
friends, which tha ordinary politiclan
found hard to resist, and which were
not always resisted’ by the present
government.

Mr. Tarte pieaded extenuating cir-
cumrstances. He had ndt given all his
contracts for dredging to friends of
his own by vpriviate arrangements.
Cfteri he gave them' to the lowest
tidder. In two cases he overruled the
réport of his ‘engineer ard gave it to
the lowest tenderer, though Mr. Coste
eéxpréssed the opinion that the man
was rot able to do it for the money.
In one case a contractor had failed;
in the other the work had been great-
1y deleyed. In both it would have
‘been better to have taken a' higher
tender. Mr. Tarte is not strongly in
favor of the law and that is perhaps
the reason he breaks it so much. He
does not even sea 'the necessity of
making contracts. His own ‘favorite
method, and h2 op:nly declares it, is
for the department to hire men by the
«day to carry on public works. "He did
that ‘when he was rebuilding the
‘Western Block and is well satisfied |
with the result. Mr.Tarte says that. he
dealt with .fhe labor o ions
and that the men were much /etter:
“treated than they would have~ been
by a contractor. = After mllI he re-
marks, the work is always done . by
day's work and what difference “does
it make whether “the mer ‘are hired
by & eontractar or. by a minwter 3 ?

‘Secording to. t . opf A
Tarte's illustration -is a very
‘one. The. Weetpm “Black cost a m-

top. 'Mr. Tarte e ‘that when he |
pledgéd himself to call for tenders: for |
lighting ‘the: public - buildings: he in-
tended to instal ‘a plant. Afterwards
He changed’ his snind and ' made rthe
arrangement with the electric com-
pany on. private terms, under :which
. it is said that the: country is’ paying
wmore than twice as much as is paia
by ' private parties fors the  same
amount of service. It strikes Mr.
Tarte as quite the right thing to break.
a promise if he ho,schangodhlsmlnd
after he made 1it. This is what Mr:

" Davin describes as ‘“the ' Bourassian

mtem of pmlo-ophy i Mr. Bourassa,
one -of the ‘briltiant yonng liberals in
the parliament, d - that idea at
some lensm’ in_his speech ‘on the ad-
dress. Be explained - that there ‘was.

no falsehood and no ethical fault in o
man dcting asccording to his bellefs
and changing his principles and his
practices as often as he .changed his
miné. If we accept this principle we
may as well give up accepting assur-
ances  from ‘ministers.  The  Bouras-
sian philosophy would vitiate all con-
tracts,  destroy the wvalue of notes of
hand and cause general - financial
soeptlclsm.

{ But the Bourassian philosophy goes
a.t Ottawa. The government promises
to destroy the national policy. Min-
isters change their minds and retain
it, - Public .nen promise to reduce the
national expenditure. They change
A pre-

atternoqn that he will brlng in'a pub-
lic document the next day. The’ fol-
lowing afternoon he refuses to'bring
it down. A rof railways asks

. for ‘a vote of mpney fc& an ' experi-
' ment, p xfeport

rdmmng ‘the ‘result.
He "afterwards refuses to keep the ac-
count or make the i 'port - promised.
A minister of public works ‘takes a
vote with a solemn declaration ‘that
he will not expend the meney. without
calling for tenders and giving the con-
tract to the lowest offer. Tmmediately
after getting ‘the monéy hé ‘makes a
private contract with a'friend for the
service and never gives anyone else a
chance. This is the Bourassian phil-
osophy in operation.

o e

Mr. Foster showed how the minister
of marine works out the private con-
tract system in his. Traverse: light-
house. | He knew a. year age that his |
lightships were old. - He knew  last
m.tumtmt he was- going to put up’

utldizw.  Parliament met in March,
the subject Mae never mentioned,
InMeyorthmhmuthewovkwu
begun without authority of parlia-
ment, without tender, and without a
vote ‘of money: 'In June the house is
asked to vote $20,000 to m tor timber

«m M
‘He' W

1 mises by adoptin

I:ouha dock. Sir Louis Davies says
that everything was done on' the ad-
vice of his engineer, but yesterday he
was obliged to acknowledge that the

't epgineer was rather the advised than

the adviser. The enginéer had been
send out circulars asking for half a’
Ar.  Doball, who recommended. the’]
foreman, an old 2mployee of his own

{ and who, no doubt; recommended the

‘men from whom the timber was pur-
chased. ‘There was no urgency about
this. job, seeing that the facts were

-} known and the conclusion reay;hed last

year.

Mr. Clarke Wallace shows also that
there was no urgency about the Inter-
colonial -xolling ‘stoek.  Mr. Blair jus-
tifies the purchase of cars in Buffalo
by stating that the Canadian-shops
would not agrce to furnish the cars in
the - time required. That is no doubt
true: It is the simplest thing in the
world to-get money voted in May, to
keep quiet till Christmas, and then
sent out circulars ‘asking for half a
.million dollars’ worth of cars in tjme
for the next spring’s business, If a
minister wanted: to give 'al job ‘to
tﬂendl in Buffalo who were associaf-
him 3 wvarious apecnhtue

money was voted and before the cars
were needed. No person can look at
the cars and ‘conclude that it was ne-
cessary  ‘'to  gb abroad for them.
But they are here and are
paid for at a price that
seems. to be -excessive and j every
part of them is the product of Urit-
éd States labor. We bring these cars
in duty free and at the same time it
a Canadian workman wanted to go
to Buffalo to get a day’s work making
these same cars he would be headed
off by some Dé Barry under the pro-
visions of the Alien Labor Act.

Senator Almon of Halifax is over-
doing John Charlton. He had given
notice of an amendment to Mr. Charl-
ton’s seduction bill. * Charlton’s - bill
¥Yaises the age of conisent from 16 to
18  years. It - provides that no girl
under the age of 18 shall be held to
have been a consenting party 1o the
sacrifice of her virtue. The nieasure
“has the support of the W. C. T. U. and
several other societies of women, an@
has been carriéd by a large majority
in the c¢ommons. The minority urged
that the law would give opportunity
| for young women of bad character tu
blackmail thoughtless youths, and
‘argued that girls over 16 vere suffi-
ciently mature to have understand-
. ing' in such matters. Senator Almcn’s
amendment proposes to raise the age
of consent to 45 years.

Mr. Flint is pot making much dis-
turbance over his prohibition bill. He
took the matter in charge at the Do~
mlnion Alliance meeting at which the
division took place over the quesdon
' of the results of the plebiscite. Mr.
Flint. may be taken as the: leader of
that class of politicians who' db ‘not.
think that the. government under |

{ obligation tooarryoutthqut

the  Canadian people as. d@%ﬁ&
the plebiscite “yote. | Hi od
endorses .this breach of faith on_ ftbe
. part of ‘the govemment and. compro-
ng the. scheme for pro- |
hlbitlon within. provincial areas,

But even this scheme is rather dis-
‘couraged by the premier, and -so Mr.
Flint has not: worried the house over
‘it The order for his resolution stands
lower.down on :the paper than gev-
eral ot‘hers, and Mr. Flint did not
until yesterday take any steps to ob-
tain the. preference for it. At length
however Sir ‘Wilfrid Laurier has pro-
mised to have a day set apart after
the redistribution  bill has been dis-
‘posed .of. If we allow only.so long a
. time for the gerrymander . bill as was
occupied by the similar measure of
1892 it ‘will be the middle of July when
Mr. Flint gets his day. He will not
‘have a large audience in. the.house
after .the other public  business is
/done; and the postponement of. the
\Flint measure to the end: of goyern- |
‘ment business is virtually shelving ft|
altogether,

Meanwhile the senate has been ex-
amining the record .of Mr. Parent, the
gentleman who reported to the Do-
minion Alliance the plebiscite frauds
in Quebec. Mr. Fisher denounced Mr.
Parent some weeks ago, showing that
he was a liar and a perjurer, It re-
mained . till afterwards to be discov-,
ered that the 'same Mr. Parent haa
been engaged in the last election by
the liberal organizer in Quebec to de-
liver campadign speeches in favor of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Mr. Dandurand,
who employed him, has since  been
made a senator. S. D. 8.

OTTAWA, June 21.-—Dr. Bethune, M.
P. for Victoria, Nova Scotia, who was

: elected as a eonservative ana weut

| FEEEEE

aa{‘he tranifer t ﬁol&‘phcem ‘e

| than a vear ago, at the {»eztuning ‘of

last ‘session. 1t probably would: not
have beeén made yet if it had not been
forced from the deserter by a train of
circumstances over which he had no
control. 'Hon. Wm. Ross, ex-mhﬂster
of ‘militia, ex—collégtat of Halifax, ex-

ot the whole an’a.lr.

. It seems that there is some dispute
about federat, pa,tronagﬂ in ‘Vietoria
county. © Dr. Bethune says he never
asked for it and in fact retused it be-
cause the government would fot meet
the conditions he imposed. ‘Some one
else must have asked for it and must
have claimed it, for Mr. Ross has felt
obliged to write a letter to the press
to explain where the patronage is. Mr.

| Ross is neither a, member for Victorta

nor a recently dzfeated candidate. But
the patronage has been endorsed over
‘to him and he  desires the public to
lmow ttat he is managing the busi-"
mers. Ttat is why Mr. Ross #vrote to
& paper a letter containing an extraect
from one. reéceived by him from Mr.

Fielding. - In this letter Mr. Fielding
set forth .thst the patronage of the
county had beemr placed by him in
charge of Mr. Murray, the premier of
the province. Mr. Murray treated the

m:'omge u o uemlable ;ﬁstrnment_

»W ‘b!bm' the way

member for Vicforid, was the ocbmtm_’;

“werthy - of atgentlon.
| gravely interposed here that if ‘Mr.

’ g ", *W L ~‘
baiit by Ca.na.dla.n labor after ' the

; aumctegt

E e tha. :
1 afre o!.'ﬂrs dominion Memment in

Vlctorla. cdunty

Mr. McDouga.u read these pa.pera
and pointed out that
Victoriu, though they had a member
surporting the govarnment, were ob-
liged to refer public matters to a man|
‘who is walking the streets of London’
‘and ‘who rever had a seat 1’ this:
house.  Mr. McDougall suppoeed that
Mr. Fraser of Guysboro had some-:
thing to do with the transfer of Mr.
Eethune to the government camp: In
evidence he read another letter. from
Mr. Ross,  in which the jatter spoke
of a ‘rotten alliance” between Dr.’
Bethums and Mr. Fraser, 2nd referring
to a meeting which was to-have been
neld Yo discuss certain matters;, de-
scribed: Mr. Fraser and Dr. Bethune as
‘‘a pair of beauties,”” and & observed
that the scheme was on foot to make
Dr. Bethune a ‘liberal member: -Mr.
Ross regarded this as a corrupt ar-
rangement, spoke very contemptuous-
ly of Dr. Bethune, representing him to
be much more’sorrupt than John A.
‘Macdonald, the previous' conservstive'
‘leader in. the county. These extracts
from . Mr. Ross! letters were highly
‘amusing, espeeially with: reférence: to
Hr. Fra.séii‘p st.yle of oe:mty. e ; :

oF m
‘have patfo'uwee uﬂﬂ*obmen ‘that Mr.
McDovgall of Cape Breton was in: Mt
unfortunate position.” Mr. Fielding
went on to explain that the defeated
candidate -in Victoria had been ap-
pointed to office and could not advise
the government any more. The min-
ister therefore looksd for another man
and found him ‘ih the provincial pre-
mier, a man dvary way worthy. Dr.
Bethune’s support had come " to the
government unsought and - without a
shadow of inducement. - The -doctor
was. well aware that the péatrondge
would remain with those who had

supported the liberal party in the™

past. He did not join the liberals for
any consideration of . patronage, but
from high aad lofty principles. There
was a considerable sign of amusement
on the opposition side at this declar-
ation. Mr. Fielding’s supporters did

the people‘ ‘ol &

ceived notiee. It was also explained
that forty-two.men had been engaged
to do twelve men's work on the rail-
way =in that vicinity, and that the
‘Nova premier’s partner had as-,
sisted Inaffecting tho escape of parties
accused >f forgery in connection with
the list. Mr. McDougall further re-
marked that he had been 21 years a
rmcmber for Cape Breton in this house
or another one, and that he wanted no
better fun than to mest the premier
himself in that county.

Mr. Gillies Temarked that he haa
visited Victoria county and had done
what he could to elact Dr. Bethune.
The previous member, Mr. McDonald,
a reliable conservative, had retired for
professional reasoas, and had lent his
best aid to the present members. “We
-all helped him,” said Mr. Gillies, “and
when he came here we all trusted him,
because  he had been elected by the
-conservative party as a conservative
candidate,” For the same reason the
Jﬂnance minister and Premier Murray

ad done all they could to accomplish
his defeat. Dr. Bethuune had , flitted
trom the associates who had fought

vith him and had gone oyer to thos=
h eymmced him. He was now sit-
Tin, the same side u _the other
e -0f Mr. Ross’ “pair of beau-
ﬁxht”he

u ﬂi ‘Mr. Fraser and Dr. Be-
t!i-:ne wem sitting for the last time
in this house, Mr. Fraser himselt ap-
peared to be of that opinion, for he
.hed been tramping over the whole do-
minion looking for a place. He would
.have gone on the bench in British Col-
viibia but for the vigorous remon-
sirance of the lawyers in that prov-
Pince, who said.that they wanted a
good lawyer for a judge. Mr. Gillies
. would have been glad if that obstacle
had been overceme, as in common with
.the profession of Nova Scotia he had
been afraid that Mr. Fraser might be

hanede a judge in his own province.

" Mr. Morrison, a government sup-
porter from British Columbia, who
.phappercd to be sitting at the same
;desk as Mr. Fraser, asked Mr. Gillies
‘if ‘he did not know that Mr. Fraser,

nct suppress a smile as they . heard JWho Wasinot a member of the British

this eulogy of their new associate who
has not received an effusive. welcome
from the men on the speaker’s right.

Sir Charles Tupper said he had no

fault to find ‘with the course of Mr..
Fielding in taking advice from Mr..

Murray while Dr, Bethune was an op*
ponent. But he could not understand
how it was that when the me.mber.
for the county was ‘supporting the
government he should not be consulted
in government patronage in his own.
constituency. As ‘o Dr. Bethune him-

sels, Sir Charles would only: remark:’

tkat ‘he had gone over to the other:
side when his own proved. to be in the
minority, and had never given . any
reason, publicior private. He had not
thought it worth while to announce
his intenticn 'or explain his actions to.
apy of the former associates who
assisted him in. cammtgn. 4
Charles himself lwd asked . him

qaosﬂm nﬁt

' government se
toshwethisvi-w of Dr. ‘Bethugga,po.-
~sition, as it deprived him of the con-
‘sideration usually ‘accorded to friends.
This not only placed him in a pesition
in regard to federal service inferior
to. that of Mr. Murray, but even when
Murray was away it refused to trast
‘him with the patronage, but passed.
it over to Mr. Ross.. Mr. Fielding had
boasted that the conservatives were
beaten in the local election since 1896.
Sir Charles ‘would not deny that, but
remarked that the finance minister
“had purchased the seat by —.”

This is as far as Sir Charles . got,.
when a ‘question of order was raised’
requiring a good deal of discussion.
Sir Charles waited calmly until the
speaker had decided that one member
could not charge another with pur-
chasing a seat, and then went on
to say that Mr, Fielding Yor' the
purpose; . of purchasing the seat
for . the. 1031l . government . had
. announced in advance of
budget that he had abandoned the
liberal policy in regard to the  coal,
duties, It bad been suggested that,
he and Mr. McDougall were not likely
to Le eleeted again.  Tbis boast came
badly from a minister who had aban-4
doned. his own constituency and pro-;
vided himself with a seat by appoint-
ing the sitting member to' the bench.
He was understood now to be looking
for another seat. Mr. Fielding inter- |
rupted by asking if Sir Charles him-
self was not doing the same. “I can
settle. that question at once,” said Sir
Charles. “If. I come here aggin I will
come as the reprersantative of the con- |
stituency by which I was twice elect-
ed by a large majority, and it will take
a much stronger man than the finance
minister. to drive me from that con-
euwency." - ’

CL“‘@ ) /::
;{up

he did mot maxn wi.th Dr. Betl ‘x’xe.
He had always, however, hoped tha f
t!xe doctor might reform, as: he ‘bad
come of good stock and gave promise
of better things. Mr. Fraser held that.
Sir Charles. Tupper had no cause to
find fault with the diversion of patron-

.age_from Dr. mm”h"’h”““,
‘Sir’ Chatles | 1o

had “exnmrsed:"tbgt

Fraser offered that explanation of Mr,
Fielding’s course he was willing to ac-
cept it. .- Fraser went on to ex-
plain. that t.he meeung which led Mr,:
Ross to describe him as one ‘‘of a pair
of beauties” was not a_ political meet-
ing at all. < Referring again; to Dr.
Bethune as a convert Mr. Frager, with
the unction. of a Presbyterian elder,
intimated that he had “bathed in the
pool of Silloam and . beer ' cleansed.”
Mr. Fraser would not however admit
that he put Dr. Bethune into the pool.

Mr,. McDm.m offered 'a few more T

observations as to a boast Mr. Field-
ing had made that the liberal party
had captured a seat in the mnielbal
council of. Capé Breton. It was not'a
very big. matter, but Mr. McDougall
observed that it had been preved in
court that 17 names were ! forged on
the electoral lst; that the sheriff who
revised thc list. had fixed the dete for

Columbia bar; ‘could not be appointed
to:'the bench of that province. ‘Oh,

L hyes,” saild Mr. Gillles, ‘I knew it, bat

the member for Guysboro didn’t until
Mr. Morrison .and the - other British

Columbia lawyers convinced . him of

the fect.” Mr. Gillies, taking advant-

sge of the ruling of the deputy speak-

£r, pronounced Mr, Fielding. “a hum-

bug.”  He was an  economist who

plunged Nova Scotia. in debt, a fed-

ersl minister who had tried to smash

the union, a local minister who floated |
8 new Joan for campaign purposes be-

‘fore every election. On the whole Mr.

Gillles was not surprised that -Mr.

Fielding should have sought tha sup-

port ‘of :Dr. Bethune.

And now comes Dr. Bethune's ex-
rlanation: “I came over to this side
becatge I liked it better.” The doctor .
- went on to say that he not only liked

snt the ‘side. better, but he was there ‘be-
cause I liked the policy.” In fact he |

«deeming ;haangﬁw gl batd, “the Dolicy 18.the same as 1.
tance to .. reguire vocated when I was: g candidate.” T \?}p%

‘acknowledgement was - rather confus-
ing to the finance m}ntater; but it was
the best that Dr. Bethuue had to of-
fer. He went on to say that Mr. Mc- |
Dougall: had given-him reasons- far
leavlng,the»party. . Mr. McDougall had
spoken against his leadsr. At this
point«Mr:: McDougall rose and obsery-
ed, " Wheat the hon. gentleman is say-
ing is 2bsolutely untrue.” Here arose
another discussion of the point of or-
der. and Mr. McDougall was ultimately
instructed from the chair to put it in
ancther way, and revised his state-
ment by declaring. that every word
Dr, Bethune had said ‘“was contrary
to fact.”! Dr. Bethun> went on"to ex-
plain that he didn’t want the patron-
age for Victoria. He had refused it.
This announcement canme somewhat in
umﬁict Witk a statement of Mr. Fiald-
ing,: Who had declared that the gov-
‘ernment - had intended to continue the
patronage with the persons: who had
‘supported: them in the past.> The doc-

~{ tor ivent én to state that Sir Charles

Tupper had never Bpoken with him
_about his  course, though a confer-
ence had been arranged to take place
beétween them before the Yukon vote.
Sir Charles Tupper had never come
to Dr. Bethune's seat, though he had
. waited there for him till five o'clock
in the morning.. This corroborated
the statement of Sir Charles Tupper
that he had not deemed the matter of
very high' importance,

“We never know wheré we are with
this minister,” 'said Mr. Foster on the
discussion of the supplementary ~ote
for militia. There is scmething very
extraordinary about Mr. Borden's vro-
ceedings, Last year he took 'a vote
for all the money he expected to want
for militia purposes. Now at the end
of the year he wants $274,000 more to
heﬁ» h{m out. ' For some items he

ts 76 dent’ ‘more;  gome 50- per:{.

.appropriation at the begifining of the

year. Now that he''wants the addi-

tional vote he cannot give any satis-

Mory explana.tion of many of the

items. He wanted $30,000 for trans-

port and ﬁnﬁs that be noede 345.000
has askes

ordinary na.ture of his' request  he
comes ‘to the house almost entirely
ignorant of the purposés for which the
nioney is required. At least his infor-
mation does. not ga at all into mt-'
ters of detall.

4 Dr. Borden is a fortunate minister.

He has not made himself obnoxious to
the cpposition, a,nd there is no per-

sonal .feeling against them. Tn fact
every member. ot the house would help -
him out if he counld do it reasonably.

He is at the head of a depgttment

which every member is anxious to
support and to render as efficient a8
rossible.. Dut he is. as Mr. Foster
Fseys 0 great a sin’ner" in exceeding
~his estimates, in spending mcney with-

out authority, and in utter wa.nt .of
knowledge of the financial details of
| his. . administration that the ‘or-
dinary duty of a member ' ‘o»
/parliament ~ reguires him to une
idergo. a . severe. exammatlon in

ﬁg*h‘g& ﬁpérébnt.mmthaﬂf
o expected %o need when he took the

more accurate, and that the exp!ana.-
tion ought to be more full. He con-
demns his own administration by ad-
misslon and confession, and promises
amendment, which promises he pever
performed.
howrs with bim' yesterday, and finally
had to refuse to allow his vote to pass
until he could find out something:

tended.

‘There ‘is also something peculiar
about some of Dr. Porden's contracts.
For: instance there 1s a contract for
blankets which was entered into by
“tenderin the usual way for a $2,000 job.
This contract has been extended with-
out tender so that it covers $18,000
worth of goods. The department has
been paying 40 cents a pound for grey

white cnes. The-price is the same as
was paid by tender for a small lat in
a previous year. But in the mean-
iime the farmer members from On-
tario say that the price of wool has
declined one-third, and the shop-keep-
ing members declare that the price of
+blankets is very much higher for this
large contraect than. the value of the
articles at retail. :

Mr. Ta.rte iq a.bbut to sail for

in the h{ger; it of his- health
t‘h.e interests of his "‘é’ke mﬁ
made a mem er of the ’Pﬁfctﬂc Cable

confersnce, to be held presently. fn
London. Lord Strathcona and Sir
Sancford Fleming are the other delé-
gates. The imperial government only
asked for one, and Sir Sandford Flem-
ing is properly selected as the man
who has technical knowledge and un-
derstands the malier the best,  Mr.
Tarte, though he may not contribute
much to the consideration of the ques-
tion, will have the expenses of himself
and family paid, and will thus come
out of the affair all right.

It is announced that the Laurier tes-
timonigl is now making fair headway.
The $100,000 is already in sight, so it
is announced by the Montreal Herald,
which says that the only difficulty met
is. the work of indueing the premijer
to accept the monzy. If this is the
only obstacle it is safe to say that
the enterprise will be a completé’ sife-
.e233. The Herald states that Sir Dohi
ald Smith has endorsed the movemeht
and offered <o contribute $10,0007:%15,-
€0 or $20,000 towarda the fund. 'This
is generous, but if Sir Wilfrid will: re-
fer to his own speech in 1891 and to
the motion which was ' carried' . that
year by the unanimous vote of parlia-
ment, this money caniiot be accepted.
‘It was' emphatically declared then
by Sir Wilfrid that no minister could
honestly receive ' contributions to a
testimonial either from persons re-
cetving' . salary from the dominion or
contractors or members of corpora-
tions having business  relations with
the federal government.

largest but ome paid by the dominion
of Canada. He is a membér of two
| corporations ‘which have intimate re-
‘lations with the federal’ treasury..
S. Do 8.

the Northern Commercial . Tele
Co.; in which Mr, Blair’s depar

played a lone hand, was further ex-
posed in yesterday’'s debate.. The first
‘chapter of this interesting episode
was given a few ‘days ago in one of
‘these letters. . It will be remembered
that Dr: Haley and his  friends 1in
March of this year appealed to the
‘government against the breach of
faith involved in the. construction of
the Yukon telegraph line to the Yukon
by the government. Mr. Tarte’s reply
was that -the department .of public
works, which nad this telegraph busi-
ness in charge, did not know anything
about the Roche-Domville-Haley Co.,
and therefore had .8one on building. If
the - ‘company had luﬂered -Mr, Tarte
said - it ‘was altogether its own fault
in ‘Dot keeping Mr. Tarte’s s department
informed as to its position and inten-
tions.. - In vain did Dr. Haley: write
that the company had kept Mr. Bldxr
& ed, but Mr. Tarte assured
ber for Hants that it was the de-

p&rtment of public works. alone which
had anything to do with this ratter.

‘The story told in the previous let-
\ter was gatharad from correspondence
brovght down in reply to an order of
the house. It turns out now that the
order wus not obeyed, and that the
mcst interesting letters wvere with-
held. The public. might never have
known about these letters if there had
‘been no other source from which to
procure tham except the ministers
who wrote or reeeived them. An or-
der of parliament or a ministerial
promise to produce all\papers in aill
departments bearirg on any subject
might ‘be supposed to have force, but
-it bas often been proved that no mat-
ter how explicit the order, or how
solemhn the promise, the house and the
public have no: oertmty xhut.,wm a
;record. l? hﬁgﬁlﬁ 18 o

a double a.uowanee must. be m.ede for
distinct and’ potitive falsehoods from
the heads of certain departments,
though not all of: them. In this case
the letters that the government failed
| to bring down, the other party to ths
controvetay hias made available. We
- have now; in: spite- of the: a,ttempted
suppresslon, something © like a cam-
p!ete record trom which.the storv may
'be told. \

In 1897 there was a eonddeuble
agitation about /telegra.ph pneotan
with the Yukon. . In ' November Mr.
Hosmer of the Canadian PacHic Tele-
granh’ company had some. Madpn"
with! the governtent. - In the. ‘session
of (1898 the Northern Commewlal com-
rany ‘was’ incorporated. Two of its
promoters, Dr. Haley and Cal.. mgn
ville, at that time had several inter-
views with Mr. Blair,  who was as-
gfamed to have charge of that
ment ‘of public business. This -

fact that the :harter bill was refe

to the railway commiitee, A

Mr. Blair represents the gove ;
‘Whatever error may have oocun-oq
in that regard seems to have been |
‘promoted by Mr. Blair himself, for
he took up the negotiations and cars
ried them forward without reference

Parliament spent several . '

about the service for which it was in- .}

blapkets acd 471-2 cents for heavy |
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and  Mr. Tarte's department e;eh:

| somewhat extensively in
take seems to nave grown out of tﬁh financial

RPRISE
a pure hard soap.
A purity that
makes a hardness.
A hardness that
wears well.

5 cents a cake.

to the goveéchment. Mr. Roche of the
English house of €ommons, represent-
ing capitalists in the mother country,
came to Canada, and the company of
which he with Dr. Haley were lead-
ing members, entered into direct com-
munication with the department of
railways. They had many interviews
with ‘Mr. Blair;who does not appeas
to have mentioned . Mr. Tarte or his
department ;in that: connection. Hay-
| ing -obtained their dharter, the com.
“pany: set: d.mt the fimancial arrange.
menrs.

In October Dr. Haley visited Mr,
Blair at Ottawa and had an interview
in which, Mr. Tarte now explains,
he promised to write a letter to the
company. Thi. letter was written
on the 6th of October, 1898. Mr. Blair
wrote to Mr. Roche as follows:

I am very much pleased indeed to 1
that it ‘s your intention represent&g eat.;g
Northern Commereial Teiegraph Company,
to proceed without unnecessary delay with
the construction of the telegraph line from
the coast into Dawson City, to be followed
thereafter with reasomable despatch by the
laying of a cable or cables from Vancouver
to the point of rconnection with thé land
line. Mr. Blair added *“that the government
was extremcly dosirous that! private enter-
prise should take up this work,’” and assured

Mr. Roche, ‘“You may rely on the:assistance
and approval of the government.”

About .the same time' Mr. Blais
wrote . another letter to Mr. Roche,
also addressed to New York. ‘This
letter Mr: Blair now says was pri-
vate and that Mr. Roche showéd that
‘he was no gentleman by making it
public.. This is what Mr. Blair saia
in ‘the private and confidential letter
of October, 1898: “‘Since you were here
“1 had a call from a representative
‘* of ‘the ‘other company incorporated.
“He came in consequence of a gable.
“ow @ % % I mention this so you

“may know what is moving to urge

‘“you to activity.” ' This may not be
verbatim, but it is as nearly the ex-
act words as they could be caught.
The remainder of the letter quoted is
in Mr. Bldair's exact words: “I tola
“ this  gentieman very frankly that

“my department had an understand-

“ing with you and that we were giv-
. lng you the preferenee at least until

‘ we were satisfled that you were de-

“laying in pushing the work unduly,

“and I said that upom that point we
| “would‘be In no position to form an
% qpin!on till neit np_ring;”

mwm.y&lﬁm Mr.. Roche
wgnt ‘to Eggumd to‘ emnplete arrange-
‘ments. "It wﬂL be seen that he haa
&uthorlty trom Mr Blair to suppose:—

That Mr . Blair's department had
authority to deal with the Yukou
tc-legraph line.

That an ac-evted official under-
standing existed between Mr. Blair's
departmsnt and Mr. Roche,

.That the government was informea
on the whole matter and was prepars
ed to give support and assista.nce to
Mr. Roche’s entemrise. s

That the government was favorable
to the land and the cable route pro-
jected in detail by Mr. Roche,

That the government desired parti-
cularly that the line should be con-
structed as a private enterprise.

That Mr. Rochs was to have the
preference over all other enterprises.

And" that no other arrangements
would be made until the government
was satisfied that ‘Mr. Roche was de-
léylng the work.

That he would have until the 'fol-
Jowing spring to convince the govern-
ment of his ability to carry it through.

If there were in England any per-
sons who raised questlona on these
boints, Mr. Roche had Mr. Blair's let-
ters to satisfy them. For /instance,
If it was suggested that not Mr. Blair
but Mr. Tarte had to be dealt with,
there was Mr. Blair's own letter ex-
plaining that “my depariment had arn
understanding ‘with you.” 1f there
were any to suggsst that the govern-
ment might take up the enterprise be-
fare . spring, Mr. Blair's letter was
used to assure them that the govern-
ment had coasidered the question and
preferred to have the work done by
prrivate enterprise, and, moreover, that
there ‘would bs no intervention by
smmment or a rim eompany until

Mow&h?

L ’ih. e telt safe on
the m"tt"' S M Rmhe went to work
in. November on his return from Ame-
rica and completed the organization of
his company, taking in men with cap-
ilal sufficient for all purposes;  he
made his finanecial arrangements;
gct ‘money enough paid up for the
construction of the line; purchased
_supplies, including = telegraph - wire;
and by March was pretty well ready
to g0 ahead with the work of con-
stroction. At this stage the company
in England received . the astonishing
and sudden information that the gov-
ernment had abandoned its policy and
had started out. to construct the line
Bty government enterprise.

N‘"’ we take up . the story again at

¢ Hitherto we have

not. hetﬂl from Mr. Tarte. He was

not effaced. Neither was he alone.

Those who were acquainted with bg;xe;
mem

beo political history will re fobet &

who
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of Charlesons whose names are to

; g. found fn the publlc accounts  of

e! and more recent: ly in those of
Q“ o :‘ Mr.Terte, aa the world

hm was also behind the scenes in
m:"ot these Mercier deals. Some

large mnotes of his were paid out of
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