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ofh^en^ buntey°e8teSyah; Mr. McDougall ~^d these papers M^workTK 

was obliged to acknowledge that the "Jd pointed out that the people of way ,ta that vlclnlty and that the engineer was rather the advised than Victoria, though they had a member)1 Nova Scotia premier’s partner had as- 
the adviser. The engineer had been surpoitlng the government, were ob- elated h,5tectlng tho escape of parties' 

out circulars asking for half а. Ugrt^e^r public matters to a man ^^Tfor^ryt co^rtioHith 
Mr. Doball, who recommended the wno is walking the streets of Isondon the li8t
foreman, an old employee of his own a seat In this marked" that he had been 21 years a
end who, no doubt, recommended the bouse. Mr. *<**>**«“ supposed that mcmber for Cape Breton in this house 
men fromwhom the timber was pur- “У/™”- htd a^~ or another one, and that he wanted no
chased. There was no urgency about «itag to do with the transfer of Mr. better fun than to meet the premier 
this job, seeing that the facts were Bothune to the government camp. In hlmself ln that county 
known and the conclusion reached last evidence he read another letter from
year. ....... ■ Mr. Roes, in which the latter spoke , . .

of a ‘ rotten alliance" between Dr. ,4?* remarked that he had
Bethume and Mr. Fraser, end referring \ "£d h^d,Kd°ne
to a meeting which was to have been J?,at ** could to elect Dr. Bethune. 
neld to discuss certain matters, de- The previous member. Mr McDonald, 
scribed Mr. Fraser and Dr. Bethune as a ^‘^bie conservative, had retired for 
“a pair of beauties," and observed Professional reasons, and had lent his 
that the scheme was on foot to make to the present members. "We
Dr. Bethune a liberal member. Mr. all helped him,” said Mr Gillies, "and 
Ross regarded this as a corrupt ar- )»hen he cam= h*T? we a« truated him, 
rangement, spoke very contemptuous- because he had been elected by th* 
ly of Dr. Bethune, representing him to conservative party as a conservative 
he much more corrupt than John A. candidate. For the same reason the 
Mscdonald, the previous conservative m and Premier Murray
leader in the county. These extracts *fd done all they could to accomplish 
from Mr. Ross’ letters were highly *la def?at' Dr‘ Bethune had , flitted 
amusing, especially with référencé to азз°с‘а1®8 who N4 foughtїм « -« » Ш'SMSttSTK» w

tlng^p the same side as the other 
member of Mr- Boss’ "pair of beau­
ties." Mr. dilues remarked that ' he 
thought both Mr. Fraser and Dr. Be­
thune were sitting for the last time 
in this' house. Mr. Fraser himself ap­
peared to be of that opinion, for he 

,b*d been tramping over the whole do- 
, minion looking for a place. He would 
have gone on the bench in British Col­
umbia b'.t for the vigorous remon­
strance of the lawyers ln that prov­

ince, who said. that they wanted a 
good lawyer for a judge. Щ 
would have been glad If that obstacle 
had been overcome, as In common with 
the profession of Nova Scotia he had 
been afraid that Mr. Fraser might, be 

“„Lined# a judge in hia. own province.

parliament. The awkward feature of 
it is that Dr. Borden admits every­
thing. He agrees that the money 
ought to be voted before it is spent, 
that the estimates ought to have been 
more accurate, and that the explana­
tion ought to be more full. He con­
demns his own administration by ad­
mission and confession, and promises 
amendment, which promises he pever 
performed. Parliament spent several 
hours wtth him yesterday, and Anally 
had to refuse to allow his vote to pass 
until he could find out something 
about the service for which it was in­
tended.

There is also something peculiar 
about some of Dr. Borden’s contracts. 
For instance there is a contract for 
blankets which was entered into by 
tender in the usual way for a $2,000 job. 
This contract has been extended with­
out tender so that it covers $18,000 
worth of goods. The department has 
been paying 40 cents a pound for grey 
blankets and 471-2 cents for heavy 
white cnee. The price is the same as 
was paid by tender for a small lqt In 
a previous year. But in the mean­
time the farmer members from On­
tario say that the price of wool has 
declined one-third, and the shop-keep­
ing members declare that the price of 
blankets is very much, higher for this 

c to those large contract than the value of the 
articles at retail.

Mr. Tarte is about to sail for Eng­
land in the interest of his health. In 
the interests of his pocket he has been 
made a member of the Pacific Cable 
conference, to be held presently fn 
London. Lord Strathcona ahd Sir 
Sandford Fleming are the other dele­
gates. The Imperial government only 
asked for one, and Sir Sandford Flem­
ing Is properly selected. as the man 
who has technical knowledge and un­
derstands the matter the best. Mr. 
Tarte, though he may not contribute 
much to the consideration of the ques­
tion, will have the expenses of himself 
and family, paid, and will thus come 
out of the affair all right.

It is announced that the Laurier tes­
timonial is now making fair headway. 
The $100,000 Is already ln sight, so It 
Is announced by the Montreal Herald, 
which says that the only difficulty met 
is the work of inducing the premier 
to accept the money. If this is the 
only obstacle It is safe to say that 
the enterprise will be a complété siifc- 
cess. The Herald states that Sir Doh- 
ald Smith has endorsed the movêmeht 
and offered to contribute $10,000^215,- 
СС0 or $20,000 towards the fund. This 
is generous, but It Sir Wilfrid will re­
fer to his own speech in 18M and to 
the motion which was carried’ that 
year by the unanimous vote of parlia­
ment, this money cannot be accepted. 
It was emphatically declared then 
by Sir Wilfrid that no minister could 
honestly receive contributions to a 
testimonial either from persons re­
ceiving salary from the dominion or 
contractors or members of corpora­
tions having business relations with 
the federal government. Sir Donald 
Smith Is in receipt of a salary, the 
largest but one paid, by the dominion 
of Canada. He' is a member of two 
corporations which have intimate re­
lations with the federal treasury.

S. D. S.

OTTAWA, June 22,— The affair of 
the Northern Commercial Telegraph 
Co., In which Mr. Blair’s department 
and Mr. Tarte’s department each 
played $i lone hand, was further 
posed in yesterday's debate. The first 
chapter of this interesting episode 
was given a few days ago in one of 
these letters. It will be remembered 
that Dr. Haley and his friends In 
March of this year appealed to the 
government against the breach of 
faith involved In the construction of 
the Yukon telegraph line to the Yukon 
by the government. (Mr. Tarte’s reply 
was that the department of public 
works, which nad this telegraph busi­
ness In charge, did not know anything 
about the Roche-Domvllle-Haley Co., 
and therefore had gotne on building. If 
the company had suffered, Mr, Tarte 
said it was altogether its own fault 
in not keeping Mr. Tarte’s department 
Informed as to Its position and Inten­
tions,: In vain did Dr. Haley write 
that the company had kept Mr.’ Blair 
informed, but Mr. Tarte assured t)ie 
methber for Hants that it was the de­
partment of public works alone which 
had anything to do with this «natter.

The Bourassian System of 
Philosophy Goes at the 

Capital. Surprise
Г

a pure hard soap. 
A purity that 
makes a hardness. 
A hardness that 
wears well

Scents a cake.

Mr. McDougall further re-Clarke Wallace Shows How Blair Pat­
ronizes the Yankee in Preference 

to the Canadian Workman.
IT-
Tarts Turns Blair Down—A Record That 

Disgraces the Government and the Party
Mr. Clarke Wallace shows also that 

there was no urgency about the Inter­
colonial rolling stock. Mr. Blair jus­
tifies the purchase of cars In Buffalo 
by stating that the Canadian shops 
would not agree .to furnish the cars ln 
the time required. That is no doubt 
true. It Is the simplest thing in the 
world to get money voted In May, to 
keep quiet till Christmas, and then 
sent out circulars asking for half a 
million dollars’ worth of cars in time 
for the next spring’s business. If a 
minister wanted to give ai job to 
friends in Buffalo who were associat­
ed wtth him hr various speculative 
enterprises, that Is probably the way 
he would go about It. But there Is 
no doubt that every ear new on the 
Intercolonial railway could have been 
built by Canadian labor after the 
money was voted and before the cars 
were needed. No person can look at 
the cars and conclude that it was ne­
cessary to 
But 
paid
seems to be excessive and , every 
part of them is the product of Unit­
ed States labor. We bring these cars 
In duty free and at the same time it 
a Canadian workman wanted to go 
to Buffalo to get a day’s work making 
these same cars he would be headed 
off by some D6 Barry under the pro­
visions of the Allen Labor Act.

*

\OTTAWA, June 2$.— It was prob­
ably Mr. Tarte’s farewell speech for 
the session ln which he excused his 
department for ignoring the rules re­
quiring contracts to be let by tender. 
Mr. Davln cited by way of illustra­
tion a considerable number of cases, 
such as the dredging contracts, the 
Ottawa park fence, the western block 
and the electric lighting contract. Mr. 
ІЖУІп set forth the reasonable propo­
sition that if the law requires all con­
tracts to be given by 'tender where 
that Is possible, the law ought to be 
obeyed even by ministers of the 
crown.
material had been bought at private 
sale at prices fifty per cent above 
the market rate. In his speech closing 
the debate, Mr. Davln showed that 
not only was money lost by these pri­
vate transactions, but they offered a 
temptation to ministers and their 
friends, which the ordinary politician 
found hard to resist, and which were 
not always resisted by the present 
government.

to the government. Mr. Roche 
English house of commons, 
lng capitalists ln the mother country 
came to Canada, and the company of 
which he with Dr. Haley were lead 
ing members, entered into direct com 
munication with the department of 
railways. They had many interviews 
with Mr. Blair, who does not apneàr 
to have mentioned Mr. Tarte 
department in that connection 
ing obtained their charter, the 
Pftny set about the financial 
men's.

of the 
represent­

or his 
Hatv- 
com* 

arrange*

wa, a WCH
bers opposing the government did not 
have patronage, ahd observed that Mr.
McDovgall of Cape Breton was in that 
unfortunate position. Mr. Fielding 
went on to explain "that the defeated 
candidate -in Victoria had been ap­
pointed to office and could not advise 
the government any more. The min­
ister therefore looked for another man 
and found him in the provincial pre­
mier, a man afirery way worthy. Dr.
Bethune’s support had come to the 
government unsought and ■ without a 
shadow of inducement. The doctor 
was well aware that the patronage 
would remain with those who had 
supported the liberal party ln th 
past. He did not join the liberals for 
any consideration of patronage, but 
from high and lofty principles. There 
was a considerable sign of amusement 
on the opposition side at this declar- 'desk as Mr. Fraser, asked Mr. Gillies 
ation. Mr. Fielding’s supporters did “ he dld not know that Mr. Fraser, 
net suppress я smfle as they heard1who wae not a member of the British 
this eulogy of their new associate .who Columbia bar, could not be appointed 
has not received an effusive welcome to the bench of that province. “Oh, 
from the men on the speaker’s right. ■ yes,” said Mr, Gillies, T knew it, but

the member .for Guysboro didn’t until 
Mr. Morrison and the. other British 
Columbia lawyers convinced him of 
the feet.” Mr. Gillies, taking advant­
age of the ruling of the deputy speak­
er, pronounced Mr. Fielding “a hum­
bug." He was an economist who 
plunged Nova Scotia in debt, a fed­
eral minister who had tried to smash 
the union, a local minister who floated 
a new Joan for campaign purposes be­
fore every election. On the whole Mr. 
Gillies was not surprised that Mr. 
Fielding should have sought the sup­
port of Dr. Bethune.

He showed that frequently

In October Dr. Haley visited Mr. 
Blair at Ottawa and had an interview 
in which, Mr. Tarte now explains 
he promised to write a letter to th* 

Thi_

go abroad for them, 
they are here and are 
for at a price that letter was written 

on the 6th of October, 1898. Mr. Blair 
wrote to Mr. Roche as follows:

I am very much pleased Indeed to learn 
it is your Intention, representing the 

Northern Commercial Telegraph Company 
to proceed without unnecessary delay with 
the construction of the telegraph line from 
the coast into Dawson City, to be followed 
thereafter with reasonable despatch by the 
laying ot a cable or cables from Vancouver 
to the point of 'connection with the land 
Une. Mr. Blair added "that the government 
was extremely desirous that private enter­
prise should take up this work," and assured 
Mr. Roche, "You may rely on the • assistance 
and approval of the government."

About the same time Mr. Blab 
wrote another letter to Mr. Roche,
also addressed to New York. ___
letter Mr. Blair now says was pri­
vate and that Mr. Roche showed that 
he was no gentleman by making it 
public. This is what Mr. Blair sala 
in the private and confidential letter 
of October, 1898: "Since you were here 
“ I had a call from a representative 
“ of the other company Incorporated. 
“ He came ln consequence of a cable. 
“ * * * * I mention this so you
“ may know what is moving to urge 
“you to activity.” This may not be 
verbatim, but It is as nearly the ex­
act words as they could be caught. 
The remainder of the letter quoted is 
in Mr. Blair’s exact words:
“ this gentleman very frankly that 
“ my department had an understand- 
“ lng with you and that we were giv- 
“ ing you the preference at least until 
“ we were satisfied that you were de- 
“ laying in pushing the work unduly, 
“ and I said that upon that point we 
“ would be in no position to form as 
“ opinion till next spring.”

company.

Mr. Gillies

Mr. Tarte pleaded extenuating cir­
cumstances. He had not given all bis 
contracts for dredging to friends of 
his own by private arrangements. 
Often he gave them to the lowest 
bidder. In two cases he overruled the 
réport of his engineer and gave It to 
the lowest tenderer, though Mr. Coete 
expressed the opinion that the man 
was rot able to do It for the money. 
In one case a contractor had failed; 
In the other the work had been great­
ly delayed. In both It would have 
been better to have taken a higher 
tender. Mr. Tarte is not strongly to 
favor of the law and that to perhaps 
the reason he breaks It so much. He 
does not even see the necessity of 

own favorite

Mr. Morrison, a government sup­
porter from British Columbia, who 

rhappenc d to be sitting at the same

Senator Almon of Halifax to over­
doing John Charlton. He has given 
notice of an amendment to Mr. Charl­
ton’s seduction bill. Charlton’s bill 
raises the age of consent from 16 to 
IS. years. It provides that no girl 
under the age of 18 shall be held to 
have been a consenting party to the 
sacrifice of her virtue. The measure 
ha» the support of the W. C. T. U. and 
several other societies of women, and 
has been, carried by à large majority 
in the commons. The minority urged 
that the law would give opportunity 
for young women of bad character n, 
blackmail thoughtless youths, and 
argued that girls over 16 vere suffi­
ciently mature to have understand­
ing in such matters. Senator Alincn’e 
amendment proposes to raise the age 
of consent to 45 years.

This

Sir Charles Tupper said he had no 
fault to find with the course of Mr.
Fielding to taking advice from Mr,
Murray while Dr. Bethune was an op1- 
ponent But he could not understand 
how it was that when the member 
for the county was supporting* the 
government he should not be consulted 
in government patronage in his own- 
constituency. As to Dr. Bethune hlm- 
sels, Sir Charles would only remark 
that he had gone over to the other 
side when his own proved to be in the 
minority, and had never given any

And now comes Dr. Bethune’s ex- 
thought It worth while to announce F,anatlon; 4 Came over to this side 
hto intention or explain his actionsto becaU<e x lilted ,t better." The doctor
Ш went on to say that he not only liked
assisted him to his campaign. Sir the side better, but he was there "be- 
Charles himself had asked hlm nb- cause I liked the policy.” In fact he 
questions, not deeming the „***, ."the policy is the same as I ad-
totertm>n<!rPTqMnmverem^t ^'VQCated when 1 was » candidate." This 
interference. The government seemed acknowledgement was rather confus-
s?tiMarLthl^ ZnrivelDhim the 8JmI lng to the finance minister, but it was 
Ід ”’*, 11 d?,ld Î Z the best that Dr. Bethune had to of-

sideration usually accorded to friends. fer He went on to 8ay that Mr. Mc_
toÜreMrd°Itn toflrior Dousa11 had given him reasons for

-gard T® federal service Inferior ieaving the party. Mr. McDougall had
Mureav^^awaJ ’̂r^uli^ to Treat st'oken against hto leader. At this 
tom point-Mr. McDougall rose and observ-

мТтП ed’ " whRt the hon. gentleman Is ray-
“ 0VZ,1 ’ *?°SS’ *ІГ" gelding had fog is absolutely untrue.” Here arose
boasted that the conservatives were another discussion of the point of or- 
beaten in the local election since 1Ш. der and Mr. McDougall was Ultimately 
Sir Charles woidd.not deny that, but ln3tructed ft.om the chalr to put lt la
remarked that the finance minister ancther way, and revised hto state- 
had purchased the seat by . ment by declaring that every word
TM* is as far as Sir Charles got, Dr- Bethune had said “was contrary 

when a question of order was raised" to fact." Dr. Bethune went on to ex- 
requlring a good deal of discussion, Plain tiiat he didn’t want the patron- 
Sir Charles waited calmly until the 8ge *ог Victoria. He had refused it. 
speaker had decided that one member Thla announcement came somewhat in 
could not charge another with pur- conflict With 9, statement of Mr. Field- 
chasing a seat, and then went on who had declared that the gov-
to say that Mr. Fielding for thb eminent had intended to continue the 
purpose of purchasing the seat" Patronage with the persons who had 
1er the IojxI government- had supported them in the past, у The doc- 
announced In advance of the tor 4vent on to state that slr Charles 
budget that he had abandoned theC Tapper had never spoken wtth him 
liberal policy in regard to the coal about his course, though a confer- 
duties. It had been suggested that ©nee had been arranged to take place 
he and Mr. McDougall were riot likely between them before the Yukon vote, to Le elected again! This boast came Sir Charles Tupper had never come 
badly from a minister who had abari- • Bethune’s seat, though he had
doned hto own constituency and pro- waited there for him till five o’clock 
vided himself with a seat by appoint- 111 f*16 morning. This corroborated 
tog the sitting member to the bench, th© statement of Sir Charles Tupper 
He was understood now to be looking that he had not deemed the matter of 
for another seat. Mr. Fielding inter- V«Y hlSh Importance, 
rupted by asking If Sir Charles him­
self was not doing the same. "I can “We never know where we are with 
settle, that question at once,” said Sir this minister,” said Mr. Foster on the 
Charles. “If I come here again I will discussion of the supplementary vote 
come as the reprersentative of the con- f0r militia. There Is something very 
stltuency by which, I was twice elect- ‘ extraordinary about Mr. Borden’s uro- 
ed by a large majority, and it will take ceedings. Last year he took a vote 
a much stronger man than the finance for all the money he expected to want 
minister to drive me from that con- fpr militia purposes. Now at the end 
stltuency.” of the year he wants $174,000 more to

,7 help him out. For some Items he
Then Mr. Fraser of Guysboro took wants 76 per cent more, some 60 per 

np the parable. Mr. Fraser said *ha^ .cent. arid some 26 pér cent, more than 
he did not bargain with Dr. Bethune, he expected to need when he took the 
He had always, however, hoped that appropriation at the beginning of the 
the doctor might reform, as he bad year. Nov/ that he wants the addl- 
come of good stock and gave promise tlonal vote he cannot give any satls- 
of better things. Mr. Fraser held that factory explanation of many of the 
Sir Charles Tupper had no cause to items. He wanted $30,000 for trans- 
find fault with the diversion of patron- port and finds that he needs $46.000. 
age from Dr. Bethune, as he himself j£e has asked for an additional $10,000 
had expiai red that the .doctor was not for miscellaneous and unforseen ex­
worthy of attention. Sir Chattes penses. Notwithstanding the ertra- 
gravely interposed here that if Mr; ordinary nature of hto request he 
Fraser offered that explanation of Mr, comes to the house almost entirely 
Fielding’s course he was willing to ao- ignorant of the purposes for which the 
cept it- Mr. Fraser went on to ex- money is required. At least his infor- 
plato that the meeting which led Mr. mation does, not go at all Into mat- 
Rose to describe him as one "of a pair tern of detail. " -'‘7*--7 
of beauties" was not a political meet­
ing at all. Referring again to Dr.
Bethune as a convert Mr. Fraser, with 
the unction of a Presbyterian elder, 
intimated that he had “bathed in the 
pool of «loam and been cleansed.”
Mr. Fraser would not however admit 
that he put Dr. Bethune into the pool.

making contracts. Hto 
method, and he openly declares it, to 
for the department to hire men by the 
day to carry on public works. He did 
that when he was rebuilding the 
Western Block and is well satisfied 
with the result Mr.Tarte says that he 
dealt with pie labor organizations Mr. Flint to not making much dte- 
and that the men were much -better turbance over hto prohibition bill. He 
treated than they would have- been took the matter in charge at the Do- 
toy a contractor. After all, he re- minion Alliance meeting at which the 
marks, the work to always done by division took place over the question 
day’s, work and what difference does „£ the results of the plebiscite. Mr. 
K make whether “the men are hired Flint may be taken as the leader of 
by a contractor or by a minister ” ? that class of politicians who do hot

. ^ -j----- ; think that the government to under
' According to current opinion Mr. obligation to carry out the request of 

Tarte’s illustration is a very happy the Canadian people as declarèd by 
one. The Western Block cost a pro- the plebiscite vote. He apparently 
digious amount of money. The build- endorses this breach of faith on the 
ing fairly swarmed with men during tart of the government. and compro- 
a by-election which was going on over mises by adopting the scheme for pro- 
the river, and Mr. Taylor remembers hibitlon within provincial areas, 
that it took four men to hold up a 
ladder while one man worked at the 
top. Mr. Tarte explains that when he 
pledged himself to call for tenders for 
lighting the public buildings he in­
tended to tostal a plant. Afterwards 
he changed his mind and made -the 
arrangement with the electric com­
pany on private terms, under Which 
it to said that the country to paying 
more than twice as much"" as to paid 
by private parties for • the same 
amount of service. It strikes Mr.
Tarte aa quite the right thing to break . 
a promise it he has changed hto mind 
after he made it. This is what Mr.
Davin describe* as "the Bourassian 
system of philosophy.” Mr. Bourassa, 
one of the bri'Hant young liberals in 
the parliament, developed that Idea at 
qome length in hto speech on the ad­
dress. He explained that there was 
no falsehood and no ethical fault in a 
man acting according to hto beliefs 
and changing his principles and his 
practices as often as he changed his 
mind. If we accept this principle we 
may as well give up accepting assur­
ances from ministers. The Bouras­
sian philosophy would vitiate all con­
tracts, destroy the value of notes of 
hand and cause general financial 
scepticism.

“I told

With these assurances Mr. Roche 
went to England to complete arrange­
ments. " It will be seen that he hau 
authority from Mr. Blair to .suppose:—ex-

That Mr . Blair’s department had 
authority to deal with the Yukon 
telegraph line.

That an ac-'euted official under­
standing existed between Mr. Blair’s 
department and Mr. Roche.

That the government was Informed 
on the whole matter and was prepar. 
ed to give support and assistance to 
Mr. Roche’s enterprise.

That the government was favorable 
to the land and the cable route 
jected in detail by Mr. Roche.

That the government desired parti­
cularly that the line should be 
structed as a private enterprise.

That Mr. Roche was to have the 
preference over all other enterprises.

And that no other

But even this scheme Is rather dis­
couraged by the premier, and so Mr. 
Flint has not worried the house over 
it. The order for hto resolution stands 
lower down on the paper than sev­
eral others, and Mr. Flint did not 
until yesterday take any steps to ob­
tain the preference for it. At length 
however Sir Wilfrid Laurier has pro­
mised to have a day set apart after 
the redistribution bill has been dis­
posed of. If we allow only so long a 
time for the gerrymander bill as was 
occupied by the similar measure ' of 
1892 it will be the middle of July when 
Mr. Flint gets his day. He will not 
have a large audience In the house 
after the other public business is 
done, and the postponement of the 
Ftiht measure to the end of goyfern- 
nent business is virtually shelving it 
altogether.

Meanwhile the senate has been ex­
amining the record of Mr. Parent, the 
gentleman who reported to the Do­
minion Alliance the plebiscite frauds 
in Quebec. Mr. Fisher denounced Mr. 
Parent some weeks ago, showing th&t 
he was a liar anfi a perjurer. It re­
mained till afterwards to be discov­
ered that the 'same Mr. Parent had 
been engaged in the last election by 
the liberal organizer in Quebec to de­
liver campaign speeches in favor of 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Mr. Dandurand. 
who employed him, has since been 
made a senator. S. D. 8.

OTTAWA, June 21.—Dr. Bethune, M. 
P. tor Victoria, Nova Scotia, who was 
elected as a conservative and went 
over to the other side, explained yes- 
tetdajy Why to* did it. The explanation 
ip meagre and has been somewhat de­
ferred, as the transfer took place more 
than a year ago, at the beginning of 
last session. It probably would not 
have been made yet If It had not been 
forced from the deserter by a train of 
circumstances over which he had too 
control. Hon. Wm. Ross, ex-minister 
of mllltto, ex-collector of Halifax, ex­
member for Victoria, was the occasion 
of the whole affair.

It seems that there to some dispute 
about federal patronage in Victoria 
county. Dr. Bethune says he never 
asked for it and In fact refused lt be­
cause the government would toot meet 
the conditions he Imposed, 
else must have asked for it and must 
have claimed: It, for Mr. Ross has felt 
obliged to write a letter to the press 
to «plain where the patronage is. Mr. 
Ross is neither a. member for Victoria 
nor a recently defeated candidate. But 
the patronage has been endorsed over 
to him and he desires the public to 
know that he to managing the busi­
ness. That Is why Mr. Ross wrote to 
a paper a letter containing an extract 
from one received by him from Mr. 
Fielding. In this letter Mr. Fielding 
set forth that the patronage of the 
county had been placed by him in 
charge of Mr. Murray, the premier of 
the province. Mr. Murray treated the 
patronage as a negotiable Instrument

pro-

eon-

. arrangements
would be made until the government 
was satisfied that Mr. Roche was de­
laying the work.

That he would have until the fol­
lowing spring to convince the govern­
ment of his ability to carry it through.

The story told in the previous let­
ter was gathered from correspondence 

4brovght down ln reply to an order of 
the house. It turns out now that the 
order was not obeyed, and that the 
tut st Interesting letters 
held.

If there were in England any per­
sons who raised questions on these 
points, Mr. Roche had Mr. Blair’s let- 

For instance, 
If it was suggested that not Mr. Blair 
but Mr. Tarte had to be dealt with, 
there was Mr. Blair’s own letter ex­
plaining that “my department had an 
understanding with you.” 
were any to suggest that the govern­
ment might take up the enterprise be­
fore spring, Mr. Blair’s letter 
used to assure them that the govern­
ment had considered the question and 
preferred to have the work done by 
private enterprise, and, moreover, that 
there would be no intervention by 
government or a rival company until 
the following spring:

tors to satisfy them.
vere with- 

The public might never have 
known about these letters if there had 
been no other source from which to 
procure them except the ministers 
who wrote or received them. An or­
der of parliament or a ministerial 
promise to produce all papers In all 
departments bearirg on any subject 
might be supposed to have force, but 
it has often been proved that no mat­
ter how explicit the order, or how 
solemn the promise, the house and the 
public have no certainty that. when a 
record to brought down It to complete. 
Allowance must always be made for 
suppression and withdrawals of pap­
ers from the filas, and it may be said 
a double allowance must be made for 
distinct and potltive falsehoods from 
the heads of certain departments, 
though not all of them. In this case 
the letters that the government failed 
to bring down, the other party to the 
controversy lias made available. We 
have now, in spite of the attempted 
suppression, something like a com­
plete record from which, the -rtorv may 
be told. '■

If thereBut the Bourassian philosophy goes 
at Ottawa. The government promises 
to destroy the national policy. Min­
isters change their minds and retain 
it. Public men promise to reduce the 
national expenditure. They change 
their minds and increase it. A pre­
mier solemnly says that he will not 
dismiss civil servants without an in­
vestigation. Within a, week be com­
mences $hè wetk Wt- dismissal without 
investigation, and continues the busi­
ness for years. The leader of a gov­
ernment declares in the house one 
afternoon that he will bring in a pub­
lic document the next day. The fol­
lowing afternoon he refuses to bring 
it down. A minister of railways asks 
for a vote of money for, an experi­
ment, promising to report the result. 
He afterwards refuses to keep the ac­
count or make the report promised. 
A minister of public works takes a 
vote with a solemn declaration that 
he will not expend the money, without 
calling for tenders and giving the con­
tract to the lowest offer. Immediately 
after getting the monéy he makes a 
private contract with & friend for the 
service and never gives anyone else a 
chance. This to the Bourassian phil­
osophy in operation.

was

-

Naturally the company felt safe on 
the matter. Mr. Roche went to work 
ln November on his return from Ame­
rica and completed the organization of 
hto company, taking in men with cap­
ital sufficient for all purposes; 
made his financial arrangements; 
got money enough paid up for the 
construction of the line; purchased 
supplies, including telegraph wire ; 
and ЬУ March was pretty well ready 
to go ahead with the work of con­
struction. At this stage the company 
in England received the astonishing 
and sudden information that the gov­
ernment had abandoned Its policy and 
had started out to construct the line 
as a government enterprise.

he

\
In 1897 there was a considerable 

agitation about telegraph connection 
with the Yukon. In November Mr. 
Hosmer of the Canadian Pacific Tele­
graph company had some discussion 
with the government. In the session 
of 1898 the Northern Commercial- com­
pany was Incorporated. Two of Its 
promoters, Dr. Haley and Col. Dora- 
vllle, at that time had several inter­
views with 4rv Blair, who was as­
sumed to have charge of that depart­
ment of public, business. This mis­
take seems to have grown out of the 
fact that the charter bill was referred 
to the railway committee, in which 
Mr. Blair represents the government. 
Whatever error may have occurred 
in that regard seems to have been 
promoted by Mr. Blair himself, for 
he took up the negotiations and car­
ried them forward without reference

Some one
Dr. Borden to a fortunate minister. 

He has not made himself obnoxious to 
the opposition, and there to no per­
gonal feeling against them. In fact 
every member of the house would help 
him out it he could do it reasonably. 
He is at the head of a department 
which every member to anxious to 
support and to render as efficient as 
possible. But he to, as Mr. Foster 
as ys “so great a sinner” in exceeding 
hto estimates, in spending money with­
out authority, and In utter want of 
knowledge of the financial details of 
hto administration that the 
dinary duty of a member 
parliament requires him to 
fiergo a severe examination ln

Now we take up the story again at 
the Canadian end. Hitherto we have 
not heard from Mr. Tarte. He was 
net effaced. Neither was he alone. 
Those who were acquainted with Q“e* 
bee political history will remembera 
certain Mr. Charleeon who figured 
somewhat extensively in the notorious 
financial transactions of the Mercier 
government. In fact there is a fam­
ily of Charleeons whose names are to 
be found In the public accounts of 
Quebec &r*l more recently in those of 
the dominion. Mr.Tarte, aa the world 
knows, was also behind the scenes in 
some of these Mercier deals. Some 
large notes of hto were paid out of

Mr, Foster Showed how the mincer 
Of marine works out the private con­
tract system la hto Traverse light- 
housed He knew a year ago that his 
lightships were oM. 
autumn that.he was going to put up 
a building. Parliament met in March, 
but the subject was never mentioned. 
In May or thereabouts the work was 
begun without authority of parlia­
ment, without tender, and without a 
vote of money. In June the house to 
asked to vote $20,00» to pay for timber.

Mr. McDougall offered a few more 
observations as to a boast Mr. Field­
ing had made that the liberal party, 
had captured a seat In the municipal 
council of Cape Breton. It was not à 
very big matter, but Mr. McDougall 
observed that It had been proved in 
court that U names were forged on 
the electoral list; that the sheriff who 
revised the list had fixed the date for
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