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IRRIGATION. 23
ga-

tLTnT'state'of ColoLla” h" CaUSed n° ead of

ing cessity of 
a limited

eta
ill
on «„hI^h„6ftnrirrigtttTbele? to'Pri™te enterprise or be made the

PPpiSlEBirrigatem’mt ^ le*lslat,on ot the State of Colorado concerning

“,Sec'i: The water of every natural stream not heretofore appro- 
I thl hl“l the S î 1 i?°lor"io is hereby declared to be the prop-

”2"! ! pubhc> .“d 18 dedlcated to the use of the people of the State, 
8ubj“t to appropriation as hereinafter provided.
Stream tor to. ?ght '"i d|yert unappropriated waters of any natural
shalluive 1^ W Uæv a“ ”ever ^ denieA Priority of application 
shall give the better right as between those using the water for the
deTt torth86 ; b“ wh!n îhe paters of any natural stream are not sutfi- 
olto , ! therrv;ce!,°f a". thoee desiring the use of the same, those 
u g the water for domestic purposes shall have the preference over 
those claiming for any other purpose, and those using the water for
LeCtUmlnPuŒng pûrpts2.”he P"*” °V6r tho8e usi"8 *

This principal is opposed to English law, and may at first appear 
repugnant as calculated to interfere with private rights. It appearato 
have aroused considerable opposition in Colorado when first established 
to those who were formerly its bitterest opponents are now found
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too i C“nat/Uc.tl™ of irrigation canals and other works when grant 
org»,toto ftS f°r ,andth.e districts where irrigation may be necessary 
or advantageous ; otherwise it may be possible, for selfish land-ownera 
to de!ay works of great public benefit. It is the custom of the Govern­
ment to reserve right of way for railway purposes and also for stock- 
watering purposes when issuing patents, and a reservation such as 
suggested cannot therefore be regarded as unusual or arbitrary.
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