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THE SWIFT MESSENGER.
0
0 Ariel, triel
You spirit of finest air.
That was piven t* first man Adam
The t
Well suited the pair in Eden
Your happy, wandering will :
Bat the world is wider and sadder,

y and Jainty]

Lath of his mouth to bear ;

And you are a trifler still.

'! e tcok up his border right bravely, and
‘nlrug'_-leri on hnpl'full\". 4
To day wus New Year's day-
‘lmd l)@l:i’ nh.:n it had been & little r”'c"l“.."
}\\‘il'- i fneily, but poverly 14 R V¢ y practi
{enl tenchier, and uo toy or candy by Imd. s
| g+t found out the little children, in the iow
"dark tene fiient that gave them shelter.  Be.
| side, a pititess storm had been falling al! fay,
[ they had been kept closely within doors,

The time

|80

land could not have even the pitiful excitement

jof a ho'iday lock ot the toy shop windows,
E How much Ben had been thinking of them
all at Lome, while the long Lonrs of the stormy

{day had found him sorting cosl, down in the

O Hermos, with winged sandals,

O teacher of tongues and arts ;
That came to the cravine y4tions

Astha - 49 grew in their hearts ; .
Urbarring the gates of learning
‘To steres for the people’s need,
And teaching the cloistered bookmen

T'o write for the world to read.

v awinly the wide earth over,
O Hermes, whose feet are wings !
Defoye you the darkness lightens,

Behind you the desert sings.

But the

Aud b
Aund wl

T'o carry the worls of man ?

world sinzs faster and faster,
ssing must strive with ban,
find

ere shall we swifter

On him in the latt
( And his signals all are dumb)
trjpin of the thondering ages,
[ the world are come.

Forth on the wild

The ends ¢
steam horses
1y

be send be!

He rides to the last a

Bat whom shall re him,

And who shall prepare his way ?
His cry can r‘l:p to the Waicker
That sits on for the help of men.
And He said, “] must send another,

Or the
8o He s
The spirit that swiftest ran,
And “Go, lle sail to the Lagbtning,

= And carry the wonds of man "

world must halt agai

ot o
ght in the host of spirits
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Entevesting  €ale,
’—J‘B.en ;.Iolh.ndier'; ” Neﬁ Ye‘ar-;s;"
BY PERLE LaY.

Ho# are you Fatlier and Mother and all 7

What u rush of the gusty storm swept in
at the door alon: with the cheery voice !

Benry's eome! Bennys come ! shouted
Lalt « dezen pairs of hands gave glad confir-
mation (o the sintements Jt was wondesful
how the duk dicary room hghtened  and
baig! tened in & minote, Lat us see how many
there were to U~ glad of the new com:r's ar-
rival.

Over in the corser near the small fireplace,
gat a crippled father, with one’ stiffencd leg
extended upon a low footstdol. Certainly a
pléeasant smile suddenly kindled his drawn
featarcs, and was snawered by a elnd gleam
on the face of the sad-ey-d, patient, bow.d
moiher who lield a great rollicking, yesr old
baby. Then there were Ned and Johany
who were vight-year old twins ; Blaggie #nd
Elsie. the brown and blue eyed sisters ; Billy,
arogue of a corly-pate, and a Msitese pussy
who manifested Ler pleasyre in her own fash-
jon, by purring »ih all her might, on the bit
of rug before the Flive,

Yes, everyhody in the voom wag evidently
glnd 10 see Ben, and the boy’s fuce was radinnt
with bis responding gludmess a8 he shut out
the breath of the storm. and turned (0 catch
up the nearest child in bis strong arme.

Poor Lien! what a comfort he was to all of

| cold waurehouse of rich Mr. Piines
| very exhilarating fuslion of colebrating New
! Year's, cert vinly.

Jdr

gl
Not a

«n's beart felt st of
swollea and unreconcilid, as he went through
the sno~ in the morning, but by avd by "up
through the di-appointment, litle blooms of
heart's cas: bezan to thrust themselves
bright idea dawned upon bim, that qui e red
coniled bim to the dreary labor,

e dear, kind had bern

fellow devising

come little surpri-es for them sl at home.—

Poor oues they were, to be sure, but up where
the tiue ro ckonings nre made, tliey were count
ed great #ifts,

We'l, mether, sald the boy. ss he took the
baby from her nebing armg, when he had tuken
off his patched nrd 2 Ny wvercosl, you are
’2'\1“_\ tired 1 know.

F they how's the lame Teg, 1o vight. T've
thought of you all lots, to-day. I did think
Mr. Prince might have given us all hands
holiday, soeing its New Yeur's, Bat he isal.
waye thinking ahout money, you know, and
said when Sam Skinver went ask for us all, if

Cwe mizht have a re<t, Oh, yes if yor can af
ford to los- a > wages vut of the woek.—
{ Work before play.  No'4vork no pay. Sv
we all turned 1o it again, since we couldn’t
any o' us bear to ! A partof our wnges

But evenicg did come, st last, and 1 decid-

ed that i 1 must work on » Loliday, it should
not be lor nothiog, and we w oul!l have an ¢x
tra gocd supper. g

i Fuher, dou't you thitk you'd relish
of a"hice steak > And | r. here's going
«w e & cup of the very ‘finest chalk of Ten—
Here, Ned, hold the Giby, while I stir the
fire and put on the tea-hettle,
| Ben'senthu-iasm stirred the zeal of Mapggie
and Elsi-, who s rice had the old fashioned
square table in the[middle of the room, and
guined ihe mother's consént that it be s read
| with the el-an, but worn linen table-cloth, <ole
(remaining representative of the stors of shin-
{ing lir
[the pride of Mrs [lollund: r's housckeeping
{ heart.

O ! how the +~mall dark kitcken glowed
cwi'h the love fight and chicer that this plain,
| bump Lacked boy brought wth hm ! Benny
{nas a periect cordial in the whole hou e.—
| is motlier’s Lieart bless d him all the duy

on g,

My dear boy, she said, how tired #ou must
ibe | as the boy's active fingers (rned the
steak to keep it from Lurning

Well, some, mother. but I'm giing *= have
a good time, nev.rtheless.  Girls, is the bread
ready? You'llfind a nice slice of butter on
the closet shelf.

Now 46r the salt and pepper. and then
there'd as nice a steak a8 a king need en! !

Elsie, set up the chairs. Father, I'll help
your ddme leg, shan't 1 ?

Now all sit down, and I will hold the ba'y,
I want you 10 have the comfort of ove unins
terrupted supper, mother.

So they all sat down
table-lull to be sure, but such a huppy set of
boya and girls an one does not see every day
. Isitany wonder that the tears stood in
I Benny's eyes while his faiher nsked the bless-

ing ? T think mot.

Oh! oh! oh! said Billy, who happened to
be the first one who forned over his plate.—
l'()h wy ! bere’s a pair of reinn! Wiere did
jtbey cowa from ?  Red, white and !

a bit

)
in the iren spider, and poor papa tauzht his
aching nerves and muscles patienee for the
pleasure of his children. while Ben Ll off in
a hearty game of “Blind Man's Buff."”

After nll was done, came the quict family
prayers, and the “Our Father,” and **Now-I
Inysme” o' the children, followed by the soft,
sweet child slumbers, that come alike to 'rich
and poor,

Ob rare Ben Hollancder ! God bless you!
many a hoary miliionaire has not leained the
first lesson of Chiristly living, as Lave you,
your few, youns, over burdened years !

Verily, “the cup of cold water in' the name
of a dieciple shall in vo wise lose its rewurd ”

o e
The Leopard of the Air.

|
do I see yonder up in the sky 7 "An eagle
l\ .

’
1 met with before,

‘n that bad o the prosperous days been |

Rather a ciowded |

the nir. T look, and what do I* see 7—what

But = kicd ot an eagle? for it appeirs to
me 80 much larger than any eagle | have sver

eacluimed, It is a guanionien ; the leopard of
the nir ; the bird that feeds-on gaz 118, goat
of any to find and to kill. Yes, ssid Quer.

my wife and mys~-If were on our plastation

with some of our slaves, apd one day we heard

the cries of & huby, anl saw a child ¢ ed
{upinto the sky by one of thess guanioniens. —
'T'he buby had been Inid on the gronnd, and
the guanionien, whose eyns never miss nny-
{thing. and whi'ch had not heen notievd soaring

|
bute our benda unc: iis vre
{nbove our heads, pounced on iis prey, and

then laughed at us as he rose and'| fl:w to ol mas box, which i< now the name for the= pres=

[ distant part of the forest. Then Querlaourn
| shiowed me a fetich pertly made of two huge
celaws of tlis Ui What 'remendous things

into the flesh !
Then c:me wondei ful stories of the
great sirength of the Lird.
The people ner

very

afiuil of them, anl were
compell d to be vory earefal of their balies,—
hese grand eagles do not feed on lonls ; they
a1e too small game for them. Monkevs
whint they like heat -

nre

est ; but sometimes thé monkeys get the bet-
ter of them

guanioni-n’s young if they waut to keep their

old bird will pounce upon the man that touch
€8 i's young.

For a long tin e I had heard the peoplé talk
ing of the gnaniorion, but had never yor Lad
a glimpse of one

Now looking up azain, T saw sev: ral of them
How hizh they were! At times they woulld
appear to be quite wiill in the air; at other
times they would soar, They were so high
thai J do not see how they could possibly sre
tress; everything must kave be«n in u haze to
them ; monkeys, of course, conld not Le seen.
They were, no doulit, amusing themselves, and
I wender i ikey i d to cee how near they
could go to thesun.  Some at times flew w0
bigh that 1 lost sight of them.

rourd, | teok a dewble barreled smooth-bore
eun, and loaded one side wit! a bullet in case
I ahould see large game ; the other barrel I
londed with shot No. 2. Then I carefully
pluged into the woods till I reached tihw banks
of a litie stream and there I Lieard the ery of
of the modi (Colobus Satanus,) which is one
of the largest monkeys of these forrests. Fiom
the:r shrill erics. I thought there must be at
least ball a dozen together. I was indeed
elad that I liad one ba:rel loaded with big shot.
| If the mondis were not 1oo fur off, | would be
able 1o get a shot, und kill one,

: ¥ ;.
I advanced very eautiously until-J got quite

near 10 them 1 Mall se

[ long tuils, and long jet blag!
| What bundsome beasts th
{ nice looking muff their ski

thelr big bodies
shining hair.—
were ! what a
would make ?—

Just ax | was considering which of them 1

“One morning [ heard a strange cry up in A. T write these lines, Ahough

{ big, vowerful bird carrving its
funknown

Anlas I usked this, my men |

Inouen ; in my younger days I r-memb -r that ‘ at the feast of Yule.

peror,
I nua!l &a
imnu--l near the b

- o - o
\pose them to be gifis of St Nicholas

they ean watch them as 3
ey float over the tops of the trees of the for- | the modern stocking came into use, it was sub

People had better not try to get-hold of the

|
sizlit, <uil Gambo ; for, as sure as we live, :I»c{

In the afternoon I thought 1 would ramble

{and he then inflicta a fearful bite on the hreast
| of the eagle, or o bis neck or Jeg
ahl 8 his most terrible enemy, and
| (ulling meet their death.

; I looked on without firinz
iseemed paralyzed witly fear

eame down

*which di¢

then both

The monkeys
when-the eagle
ipon them, and did not move o
til after the bird of prey hal taken
neml

look

me
When |
hiad fled forfparte

1 was< lnoking so i

gr, and thens decamp~d,

ed for them they
to me of the forest
ly at tlie eagle and ite pr
had forzotten

at it, fur movkey:

ouly onee in ¢

y that for a while |

1.do not

ns | witnessed couid be seen by a man. 1
gavl; andl
called the gnan

wondered [ngg that
sey
mve passed away I see still Le fure
prev lo some
of the —Paui
Cunrnrc,in iarper’s Magazine for Junuyy
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RISI'MAS GIiFTSs.

Cl

and monkeys s the bird that is st diffical |

It was customary
dress th ir houses in green aud
Gifis

at the

among the

ol

mons <'
given by the Romans

DAIN~

Paganalia,

allludes to

number of whi h were apju

in each analtar was r. 7ed for an-

| ives to their tat-lar god<.] which oc-
pear; and

the colns were rec iy in earthen ot

l;l;'.“
boxes ; honce the origin of the Eng ish Clirist~
lvnl whiteh the box was formerly us-d to eone
tain,  Santa Claus, who is supposed to vi-it

chiddren o9 Chrisimas Eve, is the dateh form

those falons were ! ‘Liow deep :hcy could 2“;“' the name o! St Nicliolas, the patron saiut |

Ac

e unce saved the

of children, rdis

i

R

¢ to mediaeval
ol

legzend

a nobl man

,llw house in the night time,

¥
e i cast ol

te 0 U of December that they

time on 1l
’U'l '

stituted jor the shoe as a more couve

ceptable, and the custon has b comefiix
Cliristmas day.

S rooie 5
CIIRISTMAS PIES
i Mince, or rather minced, pies not only per
tain 1o this reason, but should rightfully be eal
Hed Ch The cusiom
| a pte of this kind at this sea0n, was derived
| trom the pres: ntation of paste images and
aweatments to the Fathers of the
Ciristroas Eve.  The origin of the latter cus
tom was probably - Pagan. lu the middle
ages, the bakers at this season used to present
their custome-rs with Yule dough in imiges of
baked paste, This cu tom has susvived in our
New Year cakes, or cookies, as the Dutch
call them ; the figur-s on which are probably
mere descendants and mo lifications of ih’l;l"{(."i

risimas pics

wondes | roneou- medinm

N*nrh
was | of
the natives { Pr ferred, ete., ety

ien thaleojard of the airy~ | to ac

{ fouhil
{in that feeble poem
| 21

|

St. Nieholas, which came |

ght ~up- |
Whes

i Jack

of making| .
{ Ile

| jingle of “Hey diddle

Vatiean utl I' ed with some utni

through the bars, and then returned fo (I
honse, assin took his position, wher the r-
mainder of the eeremony was performed T
John to the

fi-ld, and the lady resumed her disbewasli:

@

min‘gter went on his Way, havw.
. <o

Monrir. Nunsvry Ruovues.—A practicesl

s to the silliwess of our numsery

: for the reason that the doggerel is

tendered pernicious by the alsence ol a prac-

parent '|.j4-.'1

1eal wiorel parpose. and as introducing infants
life through an wtterly er-

Ilisy are tanght to believe
propled by Little Bo” Peeps and
meey-tianders, iostend of a world
Y.rk Central, Ecie, Northwestern
It is propo-ed, ther-fore,
ommodate the teaching of the nursery to

to the realities of
na world
S ey

N-

w

I years|the requisements of the age, to invest Childe
that | ren’s Riymes
i )

with n moral purpo-e.  Instead,
wonderment as to

bodies ineuleated
commeneing, *Twinkls,
child be

for example. of the blind

the nature of astronomical

tuinkle, Vitle star,” Jet the indoctri-

l. .
nated into the recent wnve-tiZations of science,
| g

, Wainkles, selar

Weinkl
I obtain of what you are,

star,
When unto the noonday sky
troscope apply';
spectram renders clear
Gaps within your atm yephere,

Al# so lium nahe bare

Which your rays yiel |, solar star.
hien, agnio, there is the gastronomic career
Litile Jack Horoer, which indieates glut-
It is practicable that this fictitious hero
should familiarize the child with the principles
of the Delectus :
! Stu lious Joha [Horner

Of Latin no scorncr,

| in the second declension did spy

How
Wh

Do not make their pluca

nouns there ars some

i ; « ’ |
from diszrace by throwing a mass of gold into|
tlence presents|
were put into the shoes of ehildren in the night |

h endingia UM
wd Jill is valacless as
Jut it might be

e argiments of & certain
35

The episcde of Jac
ol
made to illustraie tl

.l

oducativ wl tmediam,

ol ol ecun
an Jill
1 Mz,
And all that saze has ta
Now both p onmte
Jill's claim to vote,
As every goo ) girkonght to
Even the pleasures of I
wd the chi vrx ecds to be instracted in the pos
relaxation ty: The usmeaning
diddle” mizht be invest
Lty of a social kind :
1 dil an idyl on Joaghim's G 11le
At a clasai

Have stadic

\ wve their daties,

of ao

Al sviric of June,
: s lavghed at themes from Spobr,
And longed for a pepular tune.

And the importance of securing a good
‘parti,’ of rejecting the «ligible eandidutes, and
of modifying firtatios by a 'strict regard to
futore, might be impresscd upon the female

with Christian names, which themselves were mind at an_ early. age in Yhe following moral :

descendants and representatives of heathen
idol . With such tenaci'y do men cling to a
once well establish-d popular custom.  Mineed
pies having this origin and siguificance it must
be admitted that Puritans were not quite so
narrow minded as they have seemed 10 be in
theis refu<al weat them at Christinas time —
It is only.within a generation that the Presby-
terian and Cengregatiouali-t descendant of the
Puritan of two centuries ago, has been per-
suaded 10 yield his principles and digestion t
the uncovenanted merci-s of the maker ol
Cliist mas pies—profane, idoldtrous and indi-
gestible.

S E——— <o
Marriago

Shorn of Poetry.

The Rev. Mr. D, a Methodist Minister
stationed a1t Meadville, Pa., some years ago,
one evening receiipd a  wot= @ulorming Lim
thiat a couple living in the subasll of il rity

Little Miss Maffit ~
Sat at a bufiit

Eing a BOXROX 8UCRE;
A younzer soa spied her,

And eded up be

de her,

Bt she properly frowned him away.
—Epiror’s Drawesg, in Harper's Mgazine,

e R

{ Letter from a young man to a di~lingu1.-hed

Judge of 'robate
“Sies

parted this life not long hence,
deset-ated wife and five fatherless
He Tied detested aad his estate is
likely 0 prove insolent. 1 was left sole exo.
ewipuer, nod being told that you was Judge of
Réprobates, spply to Fou for letiers of condem~
natiele
7 Your obt Servant,

| ; J. Fsisuaxn.”
them, and yet Lis life wxs very barien of joy | Splendid ! Neow I ean play horse, like everss| would flre at. I saw some big thing, like a sha ;

for bimseli, swive that which grew from This | thing ! Say, Ben, ¥ know you put "em there! | dow, suddenly come dvwn upon (he tree. Then ooy, sod requested his servicesat 9 o'clo-k | Tlow 1o Make/a MisTage. —First caich
noble, generous, Christian lieart. l’(-oplc'Y"""" "}"‘f)"d""'&' uiee things, 1 heard the flapping of heavy wings, sl al-o ir The ll't-'lrlin‘ ‘ the proper time he your Miss and then take her.
pitied every day as they saw bim in the By this time, there ws w grand “eliorus of {the death cry of a po.r mondi. Then T sawito the Nebed devigeut-2. 11v inquired of u| A farmer's son had for a long time been
streets, with his ldw stooped figure, bLis unna« ‘rxt'lnn)-lmna. for every ehild’s plate had been " huge bird, with a breaet spotied someWhat young bdgawho ~was washicg dishes if there ibily studying L din inw popular acul®
turally broad shoulders aud the great Lum rr.m«mlu‘red. and Benny was m'erwhclm.ml like & leopard, raise itself slowly into the 48 ple there who wished to be marri-d. | emy. The farmer not being sati-fied with the
between them, for Ben wus deformed. 1o with such an ""{"“""'“’ of g""i'“‘l"."'d bois- | carrying the monkey in its powerful, fingersia’ s am the lndy, ‘.!1‘ she, Llushing.  John | courss of the yourg bopefn!, recalled hin from
his little boyhood he bhad fallen from a high 'erous oy, a8 mizht Lavae erushed bim, had Le | like tulons.  The claws of one leg were fas: | will bedn ina momen'. the sehool, and placing him beside one day,
window, and from that time, though sturdi- | not ‘p‘lsu-lanl very strong shoulders L ‘iu the upper part of the neck of the monk+y il " The minidter ‘was surpri-ed to see no. pre | thus addeessed bim :
ness and strength ‘came to bim, besuty and| Nedand Johuny, who always wanted just so deep were they in the flesh that they were ' puraslonsind stvpped to the duor to view the | Now, Joseph, here i a fork, and. there is a
grace were forever withdrawn until “Mortality [the same thing, bad each & bright red pair of | completely buried, and a few drops of Glood] sagroundingse -A'wo men were hurd at work | heap of manure. and a cart ; what du jou call
shall put on jamortality " Isay they had | mittens, and Elsie and Maggie found joy to !ell on the leaves below. The other leg o "‘95“ seythes in the yard. and anotiver; wh,,'tlwm ia Latin ?

its claws quite deep into the back of the mon- | proved to be T Fo-kibus, caatibus ot manuribus, eaid Joe.

withdrawn, but they bad not left Lis eyes, their h.-nls in the possession of two paper o »
“which were Ben's ouly physical beauty — | dolls, with lovely frocks and hats and clonks. key. The left Jeg was kept higher than the ! ealf The youny la Well now,said the old man. it you do not
right, and l.could see that the great strength 'soon and shouted : take thas forkitnis protty ¢uickibusl snd pitch

These were large, and dark, nnd biithaut,| To complete the ma:ter, Ben produced from , \ » .
though perkiaps, indeed, if be bad not ewrried | bis pocket a bright tin ruitle, whizh he sue- ©! the bird ‘was used at ihat time to keep I|IO1 Jobn, Jobn, hurry up; the minister je|that manuribus into thut eartibus, I will Lreak
! neck, and also the back, ot the victim from | bere. yourd zy backibu-. -

s0 gient and good & heart within him, even | cecded at last in inserting between baby's fat
Joseph weut to waorkibus forthwiihivus.

disired to be united M the bonds of matri- o 2 B LR,

J

was tending a cow and

came to the door pret.y

his eyes weuld not have glowed witk so steady | fi gers. . I moving. * 'l"hu bird rose higher and higlwr,] John Jeaped the fence and rushed. o the
a light. ! Oy! ywhul a splendid, splendid !upper! hnd the mry_nh) s tail swayed to wnd fro. und then f house ; the girl wiped her hinads on ller wpron,

But Ben bore his lot with the spirit of | what a gorious time every way they did both dissuppenred. It wan a gannionien. Trs | and wfter<joining hands said they w
Clrist, and the loveliness that was denicd his | have that evening,

P

«Boy,” sud a middle
to Dyver Street,”

ready.
| never can begiv o tell Prey was. no doubt. taken to some big tiee| The winister procevd.d, and hal just a
outer man seemed 1o haye become the portion you, 8o I won't try. where it ""1'“ be devoured. through q umiuning the young oan when the
of his »oul in double measure o Alter the supper dishes were washed, Den A Nutives says that the first thing the [ okl lndy rushed i

Within the lss few yenrs his father had had a bug of chestuuts to ronet, thit he, BURMODIFN dovs is to tuke out the eyes o the |
come hopelessly lnmed and disabled from Iabor | thoughtful brother that he always was, had "l-‘lﬂu'yil'-l’}'~ cn'_qh Sat there mast be a fear-
by rbenmati-to, wod the fupport of the Inrge |been saving up for weeks against (hic very ful stroggie, for if the movkey is seized at an
fumily pow iell largely upon this oldest boy. evering. Then came an car of corn to lmpl exact place on the neck, he ean turo his head,

-aged lady, “I waut to go

“Well, ma'am,” raid the ‘)o)',
“why don't you go there, then 7
» the room, shoutiong :
John. John, you didn't turm the cow away
fro.n the calf !
Ie let go bis sweethearts band instantly,,
and rusbed into the barnyuid, put the cld coyy ' Will sdve ball the troubles of life, ;

We lose thingsthat are cer ai

, while we por-
sue others that are dabious,

Never éross a bridze before von come toit this
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