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The Tribute to Mr. Tarte in the
Way of Attack.

The letter which Premier Laurier
wrotz to Senalor Dandurand the other

day, in response to the invitation to ad-
dress the great mass meeting of elec-
tors in Montreal last night, was a not-
able deliverance. It was timely, as all
the utterances of the Dominion Liberal
enlef generally are. There has been a
disposition on the part of a compara-
tively few persons in connection with
certain political clubs in Montreal to
attack Hon. Mr. Tarte, the Minister of
Public Works, on one score or another.
The number of such.persons is small,
but they have made up in noise what
they lack In importance, and their vap-
orings have been gladly seized upon by
Opposition newspapers as an excuse for
not only attacking the Minister, but for
building up a story of widespread re-
volt agzinst the
Montreal district. If anything were
needed to silence these busybodies, it
would be the
recent
the

other day,

the thistoric

Liberal Ileaders in

found in record

in
in

Dominion bye-elections
Only the

an election in

Province.
there

Conservative county of

was

Bagot—a constituency which was ger-
rymandered in 1882 to make it doubly
certain to return a candidate favorable
to the Conservatives. The Minister of
Public Works went down into that
county, and chailenged the Conserva-
tive leaders to successfully assail the
Liberal record and policy, but in this
they signally failed, and for the first
time since it was formed into a Domin-
fon constituency, thirty years ago—for
the first time in its history, in fact—
Bagot is represented in Parliament by
& Liberal,

Because Sir Wilfrid Laurier has chos-
en to say that he has no sympathy
whatever with the attacks which have
been made upon his colleague, we are
treated to a series of jeremiads by
the Opposition press on the deplorable
condition of affairs whieh the conduc-
tors of these newspapers profess to be-
lieve exists in the Liberal party. It is
all imaginary. The Premier has but
taken a very opportune time to say a
kind word for a most brilliant member
of his Administration, who has done,
and is doing excelient service for the
Dominion, as well as building up the
interests of the party with which he
has cast in his lot. 'We frankly admit
that some of the adherents of a couple
of clubs in Montreal have been inclined
to resent the prominence given to Mr.
Tarte in Liberal councils, because of
the faect that at one time he was a
member of the Conservative fparty. But
‘we believe that if it had been possible
to gratify the ambition of these men
to serve their country in the public
employ, but very few of them would
have had any fault to find with the
Minister of Public Works. They should
undérstand that in this regard there
is not always a legitimate opportunity
to gratify budding ambition, and that
one of the very worst ways to secure
the ear of the managers of public af-
falrs is to unfairly attack them either
Individually or collectively.

For ourselves, lcoking at the matter
with an unprejudiced eye, we believe
with the Premier that the attacks
which have been méade on the Minister
of Public Works are undeserved, that
they emanate from but a comparatively
few, and that if it were not for the
poverty-stricken condition of the Oppo-
sition at the present time, we should
hear but little about them. The Ogppo-
sgitlon is dn terribie straits. It has
no policy. It is disgusted beyond meas-
ure because its prophecies of disaster
and ruin, when the Liberals got power,
have been falsified, and Canada has
enjoyed such prosperity and progress
as has mever before been hers. Hence
& little domestic tempest in a teapot—
if it is even as much as that—hasxbeen
magnified into a row of gigantic pro-
portions and dilated on with greater
malevolence, because the person who

may be injured is the man who refused |

to condone colossal wrongdoing in the
Conservative party, who, when a thor-
ou'gh party investigation was refused
by his leader, entered Parliament and
compelied a public inquiry, which not
only proved that he was right, but
showed how utterly corrupt had be-

come the then management of public
affaira.

Such being the circumstances or mr.
Tarte’s advent in the Liberal party,
can any just man say that it 'was not
highly creditable to him? Mr. Tarte,
as an independent member of Parlia-
ment, did what he could to drive the
men from power who had Dbetrayed
their trust, and had refused to set on
foot a reformatory process within their
ranks without the public exposure
which folloowed the denial of that meas-
ure of justice and party caution. What
could have heen more natural than
that Sir Wikfrid Laurier shcould call to
his side, as one of his Minisiers, a man
who, in the days when the Liberals
were In opposition had done yeoman
service to establish correct principles
of administration? We have but

to give this fair statement of the reas-
x which actuated the Prime Minister
choosing Mr. Tarte as a member of

Cabinet to show the reasonableness

of the course adopted. Mr. Tarte wasa
positive force when in opposition. For
several years he gave a loyal support
to the Liberal party in the capacity of
an opponent of the late Administration.
What has been his eourse since the
present Administration came into pow-
er? To loyally aid his chief to carry
out the declared policy of the Liberal
party as a whole, and to especially pro-
mote the welfare of his native land by
using every energy to make the lot of
the people of Canada more tolerable than
it has been in the past. :As Minister of
Public Works, those who have come in
contact with him know that his first
question has been, “Is the work which
you advise the Administration to un-
dertake in the public interest? If it is
not, do not expect us to go on with
it

It is for the reason that the attacks
on 'the Minister of Public Works have
invariably proved to be ill-founded that
we take no stock in these recent ebul-
litions which the Premier has incident-
ally severely reprobated in his letter to
Senator Dandurand. Inded, but for the
anxiety of the Opposition to get some
slender thread on which it could hang
a complaint against the man who ex-
posed wrongdoing among its leaders,
but little attention might be given to
these attacks, which, being ill-founded,
can but increase Mr. Tarte's prestige.

We would be just as ready as any
one to condemn wrongdoing, were it
shown that such existed; but we will
never be parties to an attempt to keep
men of talent in the background simply
because at some period of their lives
they did not see eye to eye 'with the
leaders of the party to which they
may have subsequently given alliance.
The Liberal party, when its opponents
were Ppreaching exclusiveness, intoler-
ance and sectionalism, in hopes that by
coercion they might make political cap-
ital, took a bold stand for fair play all
round. Its view of the test to be ap-
plied’ to party membership is summed
up in the declaration of the Scottish
poet, that “A man’s a man for a’ that.”
And for that reason, whatever few
local jealousies there may have been,
or yet are, in Montreal, over the sel-
ection of so able a statesman as Hon.
Mr.Tarte to take a seat in the Dominion
Cabinet, there has never been any other
sentiment in the great Province of On-
tario but that of the warmest appre-
ciation of the Minister of Public Works
and honest recognition of his merits
as an administrator. Indeed, when one
watches how eagerly his own and poli-
tical opponents " endeavor to make
capital, by far from fair means,
against the minister, it can well be
understood why many people In the
Province love the Hon. Mr. Tarte for
the enemies he has made.

Figures of Prosperity.

We are indebted to Mr. Irving, On-
tario manager of Bradstreet's, for a
statement of mercantile failures in
Canada during the last seven years. It
is no paradox to say that in this re-
cord of failures the prosperity of 1898
is wvery conspicuously written. The

figures are:

Failures.
ssvsss.d,080
evsene el (DR

Assets,
$4,848,095
7,388,692
11,947,253
6,299,177
6,793,257

Liabilities.
$11,603,210
15,690,404
23,985,283
15,793,559

1892
1893
1894
1895 0e+1,923
1896 .......2,205
4897 | .x.,...1,927 6,224,897
1898 .......1,407 4,194,927
Another financial barometer, the To-
ronte Stock Exchange, tells the same
story of progress. The total volume of
business was larger than ever before,
and in many cases record prices were
made. The aggregate business during
1898 was 204,278 shares of bank, mis-
cellaneous and loan company shares,
against 246,615 in 1897. The total of
294,278 shares in 1898, however, does
not include 623,277 shares of War Eagle
and 96,317 shares of Cariboo.
The mew stocks lsted in 1898 were:
National Trust, London Street Rail-
way, Halifax Tramway, Hamilton
Electric, London Electric, Traders’
Bank, War Eagle and Cariboo, hav-
ing an aggregate face wvalue of $4,-
900,000.

The only excepticn

13,219,379

change values last year was in loan
company shares. The downward tend-
ency noticed a year ago continued
during 1898. The exceptions were Cen-
tral Canada, London Loan, Huron and
Erie issues, Canadian 8avings and
People’s, all of which did a little bet-
ter than in 1897. The highest average
of bank shares rose from 190 to 199, and
the lowest average from 171 to 182. The
highest average of ten miscellaneous
stocks rose from 161 to 173 and the
lowest from 141 to 147. On the con-
trary, the highest average of ten loan
company sStocks fell from 107 to 102,
and the lowest average rose from 89
to 94.

The Value of Marksmansh.ip.

Speaking at the annual distribution
of prizes at a volunteer gathering in
London, the other day, Lord Wolseley,
the laid much
stress upon the effectiven:zss of good
All the officers who
participated in the great slaughter of
the Mahdi’'s forces at Omdurman, he
pointed out, agreed ‘that the long
range rifle fire there had been excep-
tionally accurate, hence its destructive-
mness. “If I were to describe the effect
of the voliey firing,” eaid Lord Wolse-
ley, “I would say that from the mo-
ment the enemies’ line—an immense
line, filled with the most determined
soldiers—came within the zone of fire
of 2,000 yards up to the time that they
ceased to advanee because they were
knocked down and killed and wounded
by hundreds and thousande—our line

commander-in-chief,

marksmanship.

wirtually pumped lead upon them.

16,569,576 | . e
e | paper in this country have no difficulty

9.825.554 | in seeing the
,829,

to the general |
buoyancy that prevailed in stock ex-

| Quebec

| ManitobDa ..cceesecvcecscss

The fire was 0 heavy that no one could
live under it.”

This declaration, while it emphasizes
the fact that careful training at the
butts greatly helps a soldier when he
comea to participate in actual war,
also -proves how very deadly the mod-
ern weapon of warfare is. During the
conflict between the United States and
Spain, it was very soon shown that
the nation with the newest and most
ecientifically equipped war vessels
could always down, with ease, the old
and poorly equipped ship. And so it
is proved with regard to small arms.
Once warfare, to be effective, was @
matter of hand-to-hand personal com-
bat. Now, we find the British soldiers
standing up in the Soudan, a mile and
a quarter away from ‘the Soudanesge,
and literally mowing them down. Whait
would@ have been the extent of the
slaughter if the natives of the Nubian
wildea had been equally well equipped
with their British and Egyptian con-
querors?

Stratford, Guelph and Barrie swept

away the ward system on Monday by
big majorities.

The Paris Temps draws a gloomy
picture of the future of the United

‘States. Ome would think that Paris
papers had enough gloom @t home to
attend to,

The Joint High Commission resumes
its sitting at Washington in a few
days. 'This will be a relief to the
Opposition press. Tt has had nothing
to kick about during the holidays.

Jd. V. Teetzel, Q.C., was elected mayor
of Hamilton by over 700 majority. Mr.
Teetzel is the man who, in the face of
vigorous oppositicn, did no canvass-
ing and no organizing. He deserves
his victory.

There were 90 lynchings in the Unit-
ed States last year, 76 of the victims
being negroes. The United States has
annexed a few million yellow men and

should try to treat them better than
the black men.

The Taber-Prang Art Company, of
Boston and Springfi:ld, Mass., have is-
sued their annual holiday publication,
containing an array of exquisite cal-
endar design®. The company have a
continental reputation for art produc-
tions of the highest class. The chromo-
lithographic work is marvelous.

Madame Annie Grey, “the Queen of
Scottish Minstrelsy,” will make a tour

of the United States and Canada thie
year. She is pronounced to be the
foremost exponent of Scottish song. The
fact that her tour iIs to be directed by
Major J. B. Pond is in itself a gsuaran-
tee of her merits. It is to be /hoped
that Madame Grey will include London
in her traveils.

The protectionist newspapers in the
United Stated which are being fleeced
by the paper trust have become free
tradens in paper, but still uphold mon-
opoly on general principles. This at-
fords a good opening for the (Chicago
Chronicle, one of the ablest free trade
dailies Ta the country. It puts the case
this way:

“The 157 newspapers representing the
bulk of the total consumption oi print

iniquity of ‘protection’
when they are the immediate wvictims.
They all sce as with one eye to this ex-
tent. Now, let them be congistent and
plead the ecause of other consumers—
the great mass of the American people
—as earnestly as they plead their own
cause, and this huge iniquity—the mon-
ster iniquity of this otherwise tolerably
free land—would be destroyed as swift-
ly and completely as was that other
monster iniquity, that other slavery
which once cursed the land, and we
would begin the new century with a
clean page.”

The Opposition papers
“French domination”

that cry
are not only
guilty of sectarianism and un-Canadian
conduct, but of deception in trying to
make their readers believe that the
Dominion Government holds its power
by the grace of Quebec alone, The
Government has a majority in every
province except New Brunswick. The
parties in the House now stand:

Government.Opposition.
Ontarfo wi.eeevescecciceces 82
51 1
Nova Scotia cccocesioesees 11
New Brunswick .....ecc.. 3
Pow 1.
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We now see what an indevendent |
press can do. Mr. Mulock proposed to |
keep the domestic postal rate at 3!
cents. A fight in the press for the 2-(
cent charge has brought that Minister |
to time, and on and after Jan. 1, two |
cents will be the figure.—Toronto Mail |
and Empire.

How the Opposition does clutch at
etraws! The policy of the Administra-
tion has always been as now declared.
It has not changed an iota, because of
the clamoring of anyone. But by its
timely extension of the penny postage
system to Canada the Government has

taken away one more grievance which |

the Mail and its allies were earnestly
hoping might be theirs for some time
yet. We commiserate our contempor-
ary. It has so very little to kick about
these days.

The New York Journal has some
courteous things to say of Canada. It

epeaks of our backwardness and insig- -

nificance. It compares Canada to ‘“‘a

stagnant lagoon off ome side from the it, it does them good. If it were not

rushing stream of ‘American life.” It
calls the Dominion “anaemic,” and

pictures it as Lazarus, .gﬂad to catch
crumbs from Dives—Dives, of course,
being Uncle Sam. It predicts that the
time will eoon come when Canada will

beg for a;dmls;lon to the Union. What
® yellow rag like the New York Jour-
nal says of Canada dees not matter to
Canadians, but it is not pleasant for
them to reflect that the Journal finde
its text In a Canadian paper—the Tor-
onto World. The World’s hysterical
rubbish about Canada being in danger
of absorption by the United States was
unfértunately telegraphed abroad. The
‘American mewspapers didn’t know the
World, and took it seriously. They iell
their readers that Canada is in fear and
dread of the repubisic, and we are re-
presented as a set of cravens. Hence
the insults from such saffron sheets as
the WNew York Journal. The World is
probably proud of the advertisement it
got,

The timely vindication of the found-
ers of Great Britain’s trade policy,

from the cultiired pen of Prof. Goldwin
Smith, has been followed by the re-
publication of the declaration of Mr.
Cobden in favor of the maintenance of
the British mavy at the highest point
of efficiency. The exact words which
Mr. .Cobden‘ used when he spoke of
spending £100,000,000, 4f need be, to
maintain Great Britain’s naval pres-
tige, are interesting at this stage. They
were uttered in a speech at Rochdale
on June 26, 1861. “I have said it in the
House of Commons,” said the famaqus
English economist, “and I repeat it to
you—if the French Government show a
sinister design to increase their mavy
to an equality with ours, then, after
every explanation to prevent such an

{ absurd waste, I shall vote one hundred
! millions sterling

rather than allow
that navy to be increased to a level
with ours—because I shall see that any
attempt of that sort without any le-
gitimate grounds would argue some sin-
ister designs upon this country.”” There
is no peace at any price doctrine in this
declaration. It is a gonouncement in
favor:of the principle that the maval
balance of power must be upheld by the
British at all hazards. <Cobden, as the
London Spectator aptly points out, was
no mere cosmopolitan bagman, but a
patriotic and clear-sighted Englishman,

WHAT OTHERS SAY,

Tired of the Thorns,
[Peterboro Examiner.]}
The Mail and Empire gays ‘“‘the Red
Rose League s needed. Every Conser-
vative should help it along.” The party

; is tired of the thorns in the by-paths

of the cold shades, and now longs for
the roses.

Barnum’'s Widow.
[Springfield Republican.]
The widow of P. T. Barnum, having
Jost her second thusband, Demetrius
Callias Bey, has now married Le

As a
Delaware paper remarks, she is quite
a® successful in capturing novelties as
the great showman himself.

High Tariff Losing Strength.
[New York Journal.]

The extension of our boundaries to
take in a good part of the world, and
the succes® of American manufactur-
ers on their own ground, have disturb-
ed 'the simple faith of the Republican
masses in protection, and, what i8 more
important, they have convinced many
of the capitalists who make up the Re-
publican campaign funde that there lo
more money to be made on a fair field
than within a tariff fence.

Stead’s Sensationalism.
[Kingston Whig.]
‘According to Stead the Czar of the
Ruseias is a man the people must love.
Stead: call® him the emperor of peace,
and writes in the most gushing way
about the impressions the young man
made upon him during a recent visit
to 'St. Petersburg. Stead is a wonder to
many. He vibrates so much between
sensationalism and sentimentalism that
one never knows when to take him ser-

iously.

A Comnservative Tribute.

[Toronto World.]

The World has no hesitation in giv-
ing our Government, and especially
Mr. Mulock, credit for the great im-
provements made and being made in

the Canadian postoffice. A two-cent
imperial and domestic letter rate |is
a subetantial improvement. So i the
postal mote for the transmission ot
money.  The administration of the de-
partment has also been advanced in the
direction of economy and greater effi-
ciency. There is still other work to
be done, and the minister who has done
so much need not yet abate his hand.

Rather Savage.
[Chicago iChronicle.]

The Republican leaders have not

| abated one jot of their malignant ha-
| tred of commercial liberty. They are as

much bent as ever upon the excluslon
of Canadian lumber, barley and other

| products, and so long as that isthe case

there is but little hope of a removal of
any of the causes of irritation. The
Republican doctrine is one of jealousy
and hostility towards all mankind be-

yond our own shores. It is a doctrine |

which begets estrangement, hate, war.
The Republican party is one which can-
mnot be expected to agree to any treaty
providing for peaceful and unobstruct-
ed commerce.

Smiff on Municipal Hlections.
[Bobcaygeon Independent.}
The great British public thoroughly
enjoy an opportunity to growl, grum-
ble and kick. The municipeul elections

are a perfect God-send in that respect,
They are the safety valve that pre-
vents our social system from bursting
ite boilers. '‘And the way the steam
blows off at this time Is a marvel. Of
course the fact that Councilor Smith
allowed his friend Tom Brown to do a
half day more on the roads than Jim
Jones did, is of no cousequence in it-
self, and no one really treats it seri-
ously. Yet half the free and independ-
ent of Councilor Smith’s constituency
will work themselves into a frenzy of
indignation, and 'boil over with a fury
of forceful old British lingo. They like

for such opportunities the lives of the
wives of these men would not be worth
living., and their poor dogs would _go
and drown themselves. Mumicipal elec-
tions are a great institution. ' They
furnish the scrapping matches that the
free-born Britisher must and will havs.
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Solid Comfort.

It is not enough to have
rubbers keep out the wet. If
the fit be not perfect they will
draw the feet. It cests money
to employ skilled pattern ma-
kers, in order to turn out rub-
bers in -all the latest shoe

>0-0-0-0-0-0000-0000000000-0000000000000000000¢ 00

shapes, but the Granby Rubber
Co. do it and the result is that

Granby Rubbers -0vershoes

are known to be right up-to-date. i .
heel make them last twice as long; while the thin rub-
ber used in the other parts makes the whole very light.

Insist on seeing the Granby Trade Mark on the sole.
GRANBY RUBBERS WEAR LIKE IRON.

O:O-0-000000000000 0000000000000 0 0000000V VLULY

The Granby Lﬁed Rubber is Warm,
Dry and Comfortable—made in ali the
shoe shapes, of the very best material.

The thick ball and
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LIGHT AND SHADE.

They Arranged It.

Pat—If wan av us gets there late and
the other isn’t there, how will we know
if the other wan has been there and
gone, or if he didn’t come yet?

Mike—We'll aisily fix thot. If Oi get
there furst Oi’ll make a chalk mark on
the sidewalk; and if you get there
furst you'll rub it out.—Life.

\

It Was a Literary Success.
Having inspired Mr. Kipling to write
a poem, the Soudan expedition may
{lc)onsider itself a success.—Detrolt Tri-
bune,

The Gospel.
The world is full of sad hearts needing
cheer;
Of feet aweary with the weary load;
Of little children who forget to smile;
Of wrongs, which must be righted for
the weak;
Injustice and oppression of the poor,
‘While one man lives in idleness and sin,
Another has not where to lay his head,
While there are cities filled with pal-
aces,

Is like a foul and stagnant drain.

The song of life becomes a battlecry,

And, before God, I swear to stand for
the poor,

Therefore I deem the wealth which men
call mine,

But which I never earned, mo longer
mine,

And I will leave 1t—go into the world,

A poor man, with the poorest; earn my
bread

Among the poorest;
their wrongs,

And win their love; until I find ,at last,

The truest way to serve them.

—Cardinal Manning.

bear with them

So the Coal Man Said.

“We must lay in an extra supply of
fael this winter,” said the ecredulous
business = man, while talking te his
practical ‘wife the other evening. ‘“The
corn husks are unusually ithick, and
that means a long, hard winter.”

“Who told you?”’

“The man we always buy coal from.”

“I thought so. We will just give the
usual order.”—Detroit Free Press.

Needs Something Hlse.
Bill—The under dog in a fight gets aill
the sympathy.
Jill—Yes; but, unfortunately, that
isn’t all he gets.—Yonkers Statesman.
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The furniture of the battleships
Kearsage and Kentucky, orders for the
making of which have just been re-
ceived at the Portsmouth navy yards,
! is to cost nearly $100,000.

In haunts hard by the stream of life °
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The citrates, tartrates,
etc, extracted from pure
fruits, act on the system
with the same beneficial
results as the salt contained

in the juices of fresh fruits, These
galts are the foundation of & &
ABBEY’S EFFERVESCENT &
SALT. The scarcity of fresh
fruits in winter time makes Ab-
bey’s Effervescent Salt all

the more necessary to the
health.

All  druggists sell this standard
English preparation at 6oc a large
bottle; trial size, 25c.

EPPS'S COCOA

GRATEFUL COMFORTING
Distinguished everywhere for
Delicacy of Flavor, Buperior
Quality, and Nutritive Prop-
erties. Specially grateful and
comforting to the nervors and
dyspeptic. Sold only in g-lb
tins, labeled JAMES EPPS &
00., Limited. Homeopathic
Ohemists, London, Bngland.

BREAKFAST SUPPER

EPPS'S COCOA

IF YOU DESIRE
TO FEEL COMFORTABLE

this Xmas, purchase & pair of the Webb
Glove-Fitting Corsets, Price $1, worth
$1 50. A specialty until 1st January. If
you want a bargain now is your chance. E.
J. WEBB, 290% Dundas street, between
Wellington and Waterloo streets.

BAVF YOU Sore Throat, Pimples, Copper

2] Colored Bpots, Aches, Old Sores

Ulcers in Mouth, Hair-Fallingt Write Cook

Remedy Co., 1,667 Masonic Temple, Chi

%a o, Ill.. for proofs of cures. Capital
1

,000. Worst cases cured in 16 to 35 dayt
500-page book free.

Electric Bell...

with fancy bronze push-button put in, all
complete, for $3.00.

BELECTRIC BELLS kept in permanent re
pair for only 50c per year.

MED}IOAL BATTERIES repaired and for
sale.

TRE TRIUMPH MEDICAL BATTERY,

ONLY ONE DOLLAR.

RHUMEKORFF INDUCTION COILS, for
X ray and experimental work, any size
spark, built to order.

ELHACTRIC LIGH? WIRING at reason
able rates.

ELECTRICAL WINDOW DISPLAYS.

Small Electrie Motors, for special pur
poses, built to order.

R. M. MILLAR,

434 Talbot St., Locndon, Ont.

Skates

Hockey Skates,
Sprin g Skate®

Hand Sleighs,
Coasters,
Cutters.

Carpet Sweepers.

Table and Pocket Cutry
CARVERS--

In cases; pairs and sets, from
$1.00 per pair up,
—AT—

Reid’s Hardware

118 (North Side) Dundas 8t.




