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" 7The Teronte Electric Commissioners,

- who have been charged since May:last-

with the administration of the, clvic
/hydro-electric enterprise, have as com-
missioners nothing to do with muni-
cipal politics and as such commission-
ere they canmot take any part therein.

In view of the fact, however, that a

°  bylaw to provide funds for. the com-

pletion of the enlarged work is to be
voted upon on Monday next, it ap-
pears to be an obvious part of their’
duty' at the present time to subinit
an  authoritative - explanation of _the
progress and anticipated. outcome of
the enterprige in order that .a sound
Judgment may be formed by the rate-
payers upon the. business merits of the
venture. With the sanction and au-
thority of the municipal corporation of
the City of Toronto, the following
statement is therefore made public.

It is to Be noted in the first place
that the statement has been prepared
for the benefit of the public at large,
and not for the sole and _exclusive
benefif’ of. engineers, Hence. technical.
terms and descriptions are avolded as
far as possible. The object of the
oonu?!uionm is to mét forth in simple
terms, capable of being understood
by laymen, the boundariés, the essen-
tial features and the anticipated out-
come of the undertaking. The state-
ment, therefore, will deal:

1st. With the distrtbuting plant now
in course of construction. -

2nd. With the operating services now
partially established, but which can-
not in the nature of things be com-
pletely organized until the completion
of construction work, and

8rd. With the competitive and ;o‘
eral economic effects resulting there-
from. ' ;

1. Distributing Plant: ¢

The ‘plant includes a terminal sta-
tion on Strachan-avenue to take de-
livery of electric current from the
Hydro-Electric Power Commission of
Ontario, eight sub-stations at various
points in the city to provide for the
district distribution of the current, the
necessary system of interstation feed-
ers, a complete aystem of distribution
to provide for the commercial power
and light needs of the whole city, in-
cluding the lighting of every street
and  providing facilities to be availed
of as may become necessary for the

Statement to the Rate
. Commissioners

- miles of streets within the municipal

1ing realized.

5

a limited direct current system to pro-
vide for the special needs of & certain
_class of power consumers, a gomplete
equipment for lighting the grounds and
bulldings of the exhibition and. for
meeting the requirements of exhibitors,

vices with meters. !

r

(a) That of providing for the whol

Yequirements of the municipal services
of the city. T
(b) That of providing for the rea-
sonable requirements of " all  classes
of - citizens without discrimination in
favor of any particular class. ;
(c) That of providing a distributing
framework capacious enough to allow
in the most economic manner, within,
of course, certain limits, for the growth
of the demands that will be made
upon the plant by reason of extensions
from time to time of the city limits,
and by reason of the independent
growth of the service demands, and
(d) That of providing a plant, which
viewed as.a whole will represent the
last word in,.and the highest reaches
of, electrical efficfency. i
There can be no dispite as to the
value and economy of the policy thus
outlined. If proof were néeded it is
found In:the single pregnant ciréum-
stance that at the time of thé inéep:
tion of the-undertaking there were 280

lmits of the city, while to-day the
sireets measure 408 miles, the differ-
ence representing a growth of over 40
per cent. This growth may be taken
as an approximate index of the growth
of the probable demand that will be
made upon the commission under the
conditions now prevalling.

A plant strictly adapted, and limited
in its essential features, to the pro-
bable demands arising out of the old
conditions would have proved a costly
investment to the city. By adopting
the principles of adaption mentioned
above, a very high dégree of construc-
tion economy and service utility is be-

" the 31st of May last, when the
commission, having completed its or-
ganization, took over the responsibility
of administration, the expenditure, in-
cluding the commitment obligations
outstanding at that date, amounted
approximately, excluding t, to
the sum of $1.900,000. At the 30th of
September last-—the daté -as from
which g careful eslimate was prepared
of the cost of completing the enlarged !
undertaking-—the total expenditure in-
cluding Habilities {n respect of Hut-
standing contracts and comtingen-
cles, bt xécluding interest,
amounted to approximately $3,-
000,000. The total gross cost of the
completed undertaking, as defined in
a report recently made ' to the city

and an initial instaliation of 13,000 ser- |y

 The layout thus briefly described is |Si.
based upon a recognition of four un- |le
derlying obligations, viz: =~ .
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The necessity of adapting the plint
to the larger area of the city and to
the increased; requirements of the siti-
R W e
gether with modifications ne-
cessitated by the principles above.
mentioned, explaing incréase in th%.

It is* expected that the whole of the.
congtruction work will be finished by .
the end of 1912, and when that stage
e e e

It 18 worthy of special notice that
the construction work is being carrbest
out by means of labor employed dix
vectly by .the city in the firstiplace,
and by ,_commission at preSents
There are, m no large con‘:'b:&l:
org’ profite ing any part of:
ewmm;wm whole ocost of! the |
work " is being distributed amofig’ To¥
ronto workmen for wages and as far
as possible among Canadian factorfes
for equipment. Hence the citizens will
derive the double bemefits of particl
pating in the division of the con-
striction cost and in the ; >
cost of the resultant lighting service. -
There Hhas been some comment:on
the fact that much of the wire ie
strung overhead; that some of the
poles being wood are by contrast with'
the cement poles unsightly; that there.
are not sufficlent cluster lamps; that
the lights in the street lanterms are
sbmetimes dim: that one side omly ‘of
many streets is lighted; amd that the
obscured glass of. the lanterns gbeorbe
too much light to the detriment of {he.
general effect. Omn these and kindred,
questions it-may be broadly said that:
to place all ‘wires under ground thiu-
out the whiole Hmits of thé" ofty; to
indefinitely multiply cluster lampes, axd
generally. to. adopt at the  beginning
every improvement without regard to
cost that may be
‘amount to & policy of Juxury amd “ex-
ments of the city, the interests of con-
sumers, or -the eanction of sound
finance. Such a policy would deserv-,
edly meet with the strongest condem-
nation of the ratepayers and of all
who -have the  credit of the city at
heart, while by the costliness of its
unnecessary luxuries wWould . greatly
increase the service rates and therebhy

lighting of every house and warehouse,
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council, after.making ample provision
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deprive coneumers of the immediate |
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l::h\ed\-ln the world—with a soft dif-
fusion of light proceeding from the ob-

of the plamt originally provided for. .. "

:} thirds done. . -

Notwithstanding
idisadvamtages the

génce’ of which
. iy
however,

more economically
will be very few,

4+ compared with it. - : G ks
. The um;‘ntl of special districts who
‘desire special street lighting services
or equipment, may obtain the same and |
pay the extra cost on the local im-

provement plan—i.

"vided ‘the proposal

usual way,
2. The Operating

or not the civie

ductions,

‘woul too much to compete effec-
expen- | tively with a company having chiefly
overhead

ot A ; ! s low three

undue burden on the city or the

Sumers generally, When all the sub-
ations are in full" D 13y,

will be no complaints the ade-

o
e, .0 e

Jighted than-ever before and the over-
head “work'is 'a very great improve-
‘ment ttpon the best that preceded it. [’
The ‘city, unfortunately, has
¢contro! avervits own: streets,

I ot ‘dilways be located as the commis-
1 ﬂduu*od and much delay has

- By this time next year,
ere will be no c¢ity on this
continent better, more artistically or

will be assessed on the property bene-
fited, over a twenty-year period—pro-

by the ratepayers om
' The commissioners” accounts are reg-
ularly-audited and u
'the plant, they will bé published in the

““The rates now in force for commer-
‘cial and household ° lighting average
from 30 per'cent. to 60 per cent. below
' the old scale of Toronto Electric Light
.Company rates. The Toronto Hlectric
suggested, - would - Light Company has made correspond-
g reductions already, so that all th:

pesition to supply their needs—are now
enjoying the benefit of these large re-

The savings i the rates for munici-
pal services will also be large—not less
and possibly much more

CONSUMER HAD SLIM CHANCE
WITH OLD-TIME PACKERS’ POOL

In the Rare Old Golden i)a;i They Divided Territory in
Scientific Fashion, Fixed Prices and Allotted Business
—Mystery Shrouded “Postoffice Box 247,”

F
CHICAGO, Dec. 29.—(Can. Press)— bert H. Veeder, the attorney for the
'packers, followed his father on
'stand as the second witness called by

Direct evidence that a packers’ pool
waas in existence from 1883 to 1886, and
that #t, after suspending operatlons
twb years, assumed ‘“confrol of the
c{)un&'iy's fresh meat business, to-day
was given in the packers’ trial by
Hemry Veeder, who admitted that he
acted a secretary of the organization.
It was the first positive testimony
offered regarding the existence of the
old pool which, it is sald, met under
the mameé of ‘Postoffice Box No. 247"
every Tuesday afternoon on the fifth
fioor of the Counselman Building, Chi-
cago, to fix the price 6f fresh beef,
agree on the price to be paid for cattle
and aMot among its members the am-
ount of meat to be shipped into the
different centres of distribution.
Henry Veeder, who 18 & son of Al-

the

the government. His story of the in-
side workings of the old packers’ pool
was not half finished whtn court ad-
Journed. He admitted many of the
material allegations made by counsel
for the government in their opening
address to the jury.
On Scientific Basis,

Between 1893 and 1896, the pool mem-
bers were Armour & Co., Armour
Packing Co., <Cudahy & Co., G. H.
Hammond & Co., St. Louis Dreased
Beef and Proviston Co., Morris & Co.
and Swift & Co., according to Henry
Veeder. In 1898, Schwarz-Child and
Sulzberger entered the combine, the
witness said.

Tuesday, at which, he said, reports of
the past week's business of the mem-
bers were received and the allotment
of the next week’'s business was divid-
od on a percentage basis.

geographically divided into flve sec-
tions, each known by a letter of the
alphabet, and that each of the mem-
bers of the alleged pool was eimilarly
designated, to preient publicity.
Altho practically all the facts he
testified to referred to business trans-
acted by the packers prior to 1907, a
period mot covered by the indictment
against the defendant packers, the
government considers him a valuable
withess.

BRANTFORD'S POWER TROUBLE,

BRANTFORD, 29.—Brantford
was crippled here to-day thru lack of
power, while -last night the city was
in entire darkness. Several of tiae larger
factories were unable to operate certain

of their departnients, and subsidiary
steam power was pressed Into service
where possible. Not a street or radial |
car moved all day,

Dec.

He described the meeting held every

The witness said the country was

. IDA EMERSON

‘The breakdown of the Cataract plant
at Decew’s Falls was the cause.

With Robinson’s “Crusoe Girls,” at the
Gayety next week,
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these temporary
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not full
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appliances, in the

(b) Re Taxpayers:

STIRRING TIMES AT CAPITOL

Tariff Changes and Coming Presiden-
tial Fight the Issues,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—(Special.)
—Sweeping changes in the tariff -will
be proposed by the Democratic major-
ity in the house as soon as it gets o
work next month. The Republican ad-
ministration have also big changes now
in process of being framed up, ba,nd
on reports from the so-called tariff
commission. But the Democrats witl

not wait for the administration bills—
they have the majority and they will
g0 on their own lines. The leaders of
the Democrats have decided on sweep-
ing reductions in the direction of a
revenue tariff as against a wing of that
party, who want many of the main
items in ‘the present tariff placed on
the ‘free list. Within six weeks the
whole United States will ,be in the
greatest tariff ferment it has ever ex-
perienced.

On top of all this are the stirring
movements now in evidence in either
party over their respective prestdential
candidates. Woodrow Wilson, in all
likelihood, against Lafolette, two mod-
ernites, as against the old-liners like
Taft, or Roosevelt, or Harmon (a Dem-
ocrat.) w1
The most marvelous thing of the sit-
uatidn’ 18 the strength of progressive
ideas. Any man in the limelight to-

':::. .ofl, on: ;;m cmt&xm
| tricity for both ’u.‘vg; and motive pow- |
A o> e applation ot sisctric i |
when all,the |aa sweeping, suction ole

-only in its infancy, will greatly stimu- |
late the demand for

steady and continuous growth of busi-
® | ness, leading in turn to periodic’ re-

ductions of rates, is as certain as any- |
thing can be. The fact of the matter
field s hardly invaded yet.

warehouses mnd other
structures within the city limits that
dty now is better 'require to be lighted by some a

them at: th

range of application, only about 30 per |
cent. of the field is occupled.

over the steadily increasin 1t th
these conditions insure, means an au-
tomatic serles of reductions in price
that will greatly stimulate consump-
tion and ultimately yield a level of |
prices of incalculable. economic benefit
to the whole community. ;
 General Economic Effects :
These may be shortly summarized in
&c&tlon to the interests of :

(b)Taxpayers, and .
(c) The Toronto Electric Light

efficiency of all commercial users of
light and power will be
strengthened by the diminishing cost
of thelr requirements.
generally may look forward with every
confidence to ample supplies of cheap
light, insuring well lighted homes, to

. ploy help. And these effects of well-
mestic conditions will, with the exten-
sion of the uses of domestic electric

light alone cost, prior
to the establishment of the civie plant.
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example), compared to what he was
eighteen months ago, Wilson is for re-
ferendum, for recall. The big interssts
are getting the shake-up of their lives,

To do the rounds of a consumptive
hospital may not seem a de'liuble’t;s-
signment for a newspaper reporter, and
yet mingling with upwards of one hun-
dred and fifty patients in the Muskoka
Free Hospital for Consumptives, as
well as seeing much that is sad and

pathetie, I have also seen a sreat,‘dg;l :
are be

to cheer the heart. Patients
A s—
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curacy of -
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day is a revolutionary (say Taft as an
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ork, and it E % [hli
near future, be sc- sary “g?‘mmq-lmrlt«n, _ m .
than that complished at a less cost per house- public support will be given it on '
above inhdicated. One {mmediate result bold than inferior ;
of this is that the city has already
sanctioned a much higher street light- |

- °",‘?‘j§?;§&°’&m i 0%
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‘ iOne finds a
HIS THOUGHTS OF MOTHER, f““ remark of one patient, who

i

- I:lent train service, as follows :

?

the maturity thereof. - ;{h‘b“o ‘be eme
phasiged that this h’?t a picture, but

ing brought back to health and
{0 the activities of werl M
the wishes that possess the patient.
beautiful home touch f
“X cammq‘ »
-consldered’ & graduate and able
:gg;h w:::(gcvéry day. ' 1 ‘have

’ my W are m g
gress. My mother 1§ alive au:‘! wag
her: ehfef -,uﬂ:oa .and T anxious
‘to get well 41d get work toﬁu’- sake.”

$0.00 THOUSERS FOR $2.95,

Owing to a mistake in Hobberlin
Bros. & Co.'s ad in last evening’s pa-
pers, the lines of trousering up to $9
were quoted at $3.50. The ad should
read—‘“Trouseri from $6 to $0 will
be _”pold on Sat and Monday at

» made to measure.” ;

To Buffalo, New York, Montreal, De-
troit and Chicago—The Only
Double-track Route .
is via the Grand Trunk Rallway Sys
tem. First-class equipment and 0%

1

-
4 .

To
agara Falls, Buffalo and New Yorm;
a.m., 432 p.m,, and 610 pm.; to M
real, 7.156 a.m. 9 a.m,, 8.30 p.m. &8
10.30 p.m.; to Detroit and Chicage,
am., 440 pm, and U :
drains all run daily. Blec
Pullman sleepers. Secure W
make reservations at. Grang !
City Ticket Office, northwest
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King and Yonge-strests,

- . - m-r». 4




