
Mr. Fowlkr's Cuaixenge.

After referring to threats that ha.l been niailc of an attack on him, and
to the abuse and insinuations which ha<l been thrown out from the Govern-
ment side, Mr. Fowler added

:

n- "•,^.o.""' b*"*™ in 'his sort of thine. And. sir, who is responsible for it? ThePrime Minister is the man in whose hands rests the honor of this House and who is
responsible for the tone of the debates on this floor. The Prime Minister can prevent
that sort of attack. If he thinks it good poUtica to authorize that kind of
attack; let him go ahead, he is rosponsilile. not I. But 1 should be a poltroon
if, when I am attacked. I did not defend myself, and not only defend myself,
but haying the material, if I did not use that material to carrv the attack into the
other side. Now, as I si-y, let these charges, let this scandal—this alleged scandal—
If you have any with respect to mo, ba brought forward. You cannot bring it on too
soon, 1 have never, m my public or in mv private capacity, done anvthing of which
I am ashamed or of which Fhavo need to bo ashamed, or of which any honest, decentman should be ashamed. Let them bring on their scandal, let them produce their
witnesses a.nd their evidence. But let me tell voii, if I am attacked, f shall defend
'"'"*'

io''o."°^'
°"'y <l'''>-'"d myself, but also will lead an attack." (Hansard, l!in7,

pages 3.118-1!).)
^

Mr. Boukassa Calls for Inquiry.

Two flays later Mr. Henri Bourassa, member for Labelle, a Liberal,
who has lately shown a gowl deal of independence, called the attention of
the House to Mr. Fowler's statements, and to accusations that had been
made or suggested in the chamber against Conservative members. He de-
clared that charges, insinuations and reflections had gone far enough, and
that the time had come for investigation. He held that public confidence
in public men was shaken by these reflections, and by the growing opinion
that the two parties were conspiring to suppress damaging facts.

*!,
'.'.'^ high time," he said, "that the Government and Parliament should take

™1^ .h^H ' °"'
°™u''^"'l* *"? ='=* "'^ atmosphere; and if there are unworthy

hi ™Si? ?„ .S"^'
.^hether they be Conservative or Liberal, their conduct shouldbe probed to the bottom and they should be punished."

Sir Wilfrid Objects to Inve,stigation.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier did not welcome this suggestion. He said that Mr.
Fowler's words were probably spoken in haste and anger, and that there was
nothing before the public in the way of a charge against Conservative mem-
bers. The insurance report had not then come down, and the Premier thought
that any discussion of insurance matters at that stage would be premature.
He regretted that the press had made any reflections upon any member in
connection with insurance. The Premier said, however, that before the
session closed the matter which Mr. Bourassa had brought forward must
come_^to the attention of the House.

Mr. Borden Prepared to Assi.st Inquiry.

While the Prime Minister thus evaded and postponed the question, Mr.
Borden the Opposition leader, spoke out plainly and decisively. He de-
clared that there had not been and would not be any agreement or arrange-
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