
CHAPTER II

Chance Provides

FOR a moment after he had closed the door they

stood side by side, she pressing close to him.

She shivered the length of her slight frame. The hesi-

tancy which had come to him with the first impress of

the lightless silence about them vanished.

" Come," he said, taking her hand, " we must find

a light and build a fire."

He groped his way back to the window and closed it,

drawing the curtain tight down over it Then he struck

a match and held it above his head.

At the flash of light the girl dropped his hand and
shrank back in sudden trepidation So long as he re-

mained in the shadows he had been to her only a power
with'^ it any more definite personality than that of

sex. Now that she was thrown into closer contact with

him, by the mere curtailing of the distances around and
above her, she was conscious of the need of further

knowledge of the man. The very power which had
defended her, unless in the control of a still higher

power, might turn against her. The match flickered

feebly in the damp air, revealing scantily a small room
which looked like a laundry. It was enough, however^


