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to retain the elasticity of the tobacco, but no weight should be pjt upon them, at

iermentatioii miKht result. If the leaves ix)s»ess the rinht proportion of humidity

when put in bulks, the bulkintf improves tlieir colour, which l)ecome» more uniform,

and litcht streaks disappear.

TYIXO.

The tyinjf, or putting into ' haiiiL"!' of tobacco. coriHists in putting toRcther a

certain nunilx'r of leiives, from \!'> to 20. ami biiiilinK the 'hniid' with another leaf,

wound nround the bitfttcst end of tiic rib, tin- lip of liu' biudiiiK leaf Whits lucked con-

veniently into the ' hand." !5eforc tyinu tlic Icavi*, into " hands," the >?rowir shciuld can'-

fully jfraile the leave*, so ns to pai-k only a uniform quality of producN Inio bales or

b'lxes. in ^radin);. llic i)oiiils to be considereil are: the length of the leaviw, their

tbii-kiics>, ilieir ela-lii'ity, and llnir colour. Torn leaves slunild never be Hradeil with

leaves in (jood condition.

(iradint; is a rather delicate tar-k; that is, it rei]uirp.s a nice .^iiisi' of discrimina-

tion and therefore .some trai.iiiifi;. However, the necosary skill and judgment moy
be rapidly acquireil. The value of the crop is alwa.vs increased by caireful grading.

After Ix-ing jrathcred into ' hand.s ' the leaves are nfiain piled into bulks. Two
rows of 'bands.'— with the tip.s insi<le anil slijibtly overlapping—nre piled up to a

height of three feet, or more. These ' band ' bidks nre covered with cloths to prevent

. their 'rying. ami slightly weigblinl down. The tobacco in these ' hand ' bulks should

be examiiud more frequently than in the leaf bulks, as the ' hamls ' pack down much
more easily and are therefore much more liable to ferment.

However, ti.baeco nuiy be kei)t in bulks for a fairly lung time, provided the tem-

jierature i.s not too high. Care must be taken, of course, to protect the tobacco from
fro.sl, anil the bulking should be done in a building where such a tiling as frost is

not to he feared.

The tobacco i.s packed jtist before nuirketiiig. Tii paeking. the hands sboidd be

arranginl slightly overlapping, with the tips always in the centre. The bales are

8ubmitte«l to a light pressure, until they have acquired s\itticieut compactness to

witbstaiul the handling they will necessarily receive during trausimrtation. The
bales are wrapiH^d with idotli.s, or thick paper, and secured with straps or bauds which

nre wide enough not to cut into the leaves.

FKRMKXTATIOX.

Tobacco whieh 's not to be marketed at an early date should be fermented.

As -'oon as the ler. s are pu: into 'hands.' the latter are piled into bulks .") or

feet high. A tberinometiT is placed in the centre of the heap or 'bulk,' in order to

secure a record of its temperature. The temperature rises more or less rapidly, ac-

"onliiig to the proportion of moisture in the leaves, the sjzc and height of the bulks,

anil the temiicrature of the room in which the tobacco is bulked; but it should never

be iilloweil to go above Il'i)" to 12."i" Falir. When the ihennometer gives this reading,

the bulk >lii'iilil be broken up and rebuilt, care being taken to place in the centre of

this new heap the 'lands" which were at the bottom and at the top of tin- first bulk.

This exchange of position of the 'bands' will ensure a uniform fermentation of the

total heap.

The tir.st bulk shoidd be broken uj) not only when the temperature threatens to

rise above the maximum at which an injury may occur, viz., l^.'i" Fahr. ; but also«

when the fermentation decreases and when the heap shows a tendency to cool off.

The tem|x>rature will rise again in the second liulk. lull not so r.ipidly. and not -i

high as during tlie tir>t fermentalio'-. This second bulk is allowed to cool off until

tlie temperature of ibe tobiieeo i.s the >ame as that of the room. Packing may then

be started.


