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FRANKLIN'S FOOTSTEPS.

CHAPTER I.

EAELY AECTIC EXPEDITIONS.

In the interminable pine-forests and rocky fiords

of the North there was much calculated to attract

the restless imagination, and excite the wild spirit

of adventure, so characteristic of those northern

warriors who in a short time overran the whole of

western Europe, infusing hardihood and vdgour into

the effeminate xaces of the South. The strange ad-

mixture of the sublime and terrible in the stern un-

bending landscape of those ice-bound regions had

peculiar charms for men to whom danger was a

pastime, and whose religion was one of fear rather

than of love. To its influence also we may trace

most of that beautiful poetry which remains in the

Sagas of the Skalds, and which even to this day is

justly esteemed for the richness of its imagery and

the ioftv grandeur of its expression.

Dd the

If and

celand

iir old

eaven,

je stni

candi-

Bss by

[ngulf

\ jarl,

libour

' ban-

il, he

i the

re he

lard-

3 be-
1

t

i

liant

H he

rear,

r his

s in

irful

isses

heir

mtil

^me


