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BUM aflott, WH K oooflkst betwMn John 0«Uop, who wm •>•

guwl in • tnda with the Indinna, in a sloop of twonty tons,

ana ome Narragonaotto, who had eized upon a tnMll vesat«l

baionging to a penoo of the noma of Oldham, known to haw
baen simuarly occupied. Aa this, in a certain sense, may be

daemad tha earliest sea-fight of tha nation, it is worthy to be

wlatcd.

Some Ume in May, ISM, Qallop in his little sloop, manned

by two men and two boys, himself included, waa standing

along the Sound, near Plum Island, when he was compelled

by str«as of weather to bear up for the islands that form a chain

between Long Island and Connecticut. On nearing the land,

he disoovereaa vessel very similar to his own, which waa im-

mediately recognised as the pinnace of Mr. Oldham, who had

Bailed with a crew of two while boys and two Narragansett

Indiana. Gallop hailed on approaching. the other craft, but

got DO answer ; and, running still nearvr, no less than four-

laen Indiana were discovered lying on her deck. A canoe,

oooveying goods, and manned by uidiana, had just started for

tiie ahora. Gallop now auspected that Oldham had been over-

powered by the savages ; a suspicion that was confirmed by

'

the Indiana aliraing their cable, and standing o# before the

wind, in the direction of Narrasanaett Bay. Satisfied that

a robbery had been oommitted, Gallop made sail in chase, and.

running ahnfffMH* the pinnace, be fired a volksy of duok-shot.

at th6 savagea. 'Ilie latter had swords, spears, and some fire-

arms, and Uiey attempted a reaistanoe, but Gallop soon drove

then below to a man. Aftaid to board in the fiuM of such

odda, Gallop now had recourse to a novel expedient to dialodge

hia tfciemiea. As the pinnace waa virtually adrift, she sooa

foil to Iwward, while the sloop hauled by the wind. As soon

as the two vessels were fiw eoougb asunder, Gallop put hia

helm up, and ran directly down on the weather quarter of the

pinnace, striking her with so much violence aa to coma near

htang her over on her aids. The ahock so OHieh alarmed

the Indians, that aix of them mahad ibantically on deck, and

kued into the sea. The aloop again hauled off, when Gallop

UiMed an anchor to her bows, end running down on the pin*

naoe a aaoood time, he forced the flukes throogh the aUea of

the latter, wMoh are represented aa having been madeof boante.

The two veaaels were now fast to each other, and the crew of

the sloop bwan to fire through the sides of the pinnace, into

bar hokL coding it impoaaibie, however, to drive hia ana-
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