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•lute ''y lUc S'^^H u JiwoU'p.l. nnl i<i no inr;)mp«tibIo mitl*. th*- mirr-
uirMti<>»» "f >l l»^"l t»«e luUoUuctiou (»i ijie IhUpi uocpMuiit* iofert tb.)
uboluliun oillH) loriuei, uiiU tlierelDio, thin nght uiiJ pilrileee of the
JewB, which were ihe very fauudatioii olthtir miliooal cbureh •UUi
Mj»p|>arate.l Iroin the Geiuilei, cHUHot b&lraiijferrej iaio the eo«y«i
di«|»eii).at»oii I'ccuusa it ia iiiconyisleiit with it. Rciidca it i« evideo*
thruughoul the wh.>U} gojpel, that right of menibership ia the Jewiaii
church, could nover {five to uuy, either itifunl or aJuU n like ri'ht of
w*nibti«hi|) ill the go.-peUhuich ; nor wu« there pveo any uue receiv-
ed thereinto, UcHiiiC he huj such u rig;ht Hccording; to the «tut« oftli*
«>itlc«»veniinl, ami iliere is good reuton to conclude, that the carnal g-^eJ.
oi bel.evers cau derive no Jigher privilege Irom the oveuaut of oir~
(Miinci^iou thiio tins carnal seed of Abriihum obtained thereby. And i( tt
could not bring the one into the gpjpel clmrch. nor gjv, tliea. u ri»bt
lo baptism, widiout repentance and Jailh. it can by no means do »o ?of
tho other, uUhoiigh we should supposo them concerned in itioa itidoed
Iboyarem.U Di*. cov. p. |;)9, 16U.

«« luuie*

Again in page 10, you say, •• ijaptism js a ifal of the same covenant
lUBde with Abruham, instituted in the room of circumcision and

^
thprtfore ought to be administered to the childrec ,of professed believ
era." Kvcn supposing it were clearly evinced, that nU the children (J

' t)elievers are mleresled m the covenant ofgruce,it would not necessurilw
follow, that they are entitled Ut baptism, this being a branch of rosi-
live worship, depending entirely upon the sovereign will of its uuthor—and Aw icill having been revealed by ppsitivo precepts. or,by Apos-
tolic examples is the only nile for the a JmJnistraticn oi boptism
Mr. Baxter, a PoeJobapliit, has justly observeJ, that even in'Abra-f

iiam s tune, circumcision was not made nece8tary,to all the church but
only to Abraham's family. Shera and his family who wore then li'vmiwere not so much Hs commanded to be baptised. Not Melchisedcc of
»ny ol the subjacts over whom he reigned, or any, of thai church tawhom he was I'nest. It phunly appears, there/bre, that ai a poaitiv*
^ivine commhnd made it necessary, lor multitudes to be circumciied^Who had uo mterfst in the covenant of grace, so at the commencement
t.l circumcision many were mleresled in that benign conititutiou whowere uuder no obligation to be circumcised, nor .had any claim to, th#
distinguished mark. So, f,r is it from being a (act, that interest in th.new covenant, and a litje to positive institutes, may bn infened. th«one from the other. This being the case, ^e may safely cS«d/.that all reasoning from, data of a m«ral kind, and the luptised fitoW
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to baptism, cannot be ju.Uy infevrei fromthe absolute rite of circumcision, will further appear from the dui

jonsideration of what follows, namely, . that baptismJ, au l^po^imZpurely lehgioiis. and intended for purposes entirely.,piritualS
fJirrumcision, besides the spiritual instruction which it suggested, wai»i^s.gn of carnal descent,-a mark of national distinction, and a tokeil
^

A°rT V"
^h°''«t««"P«':«»«,blessings, 1 bat were promised to Abraham!Dr. Erskiue m Theological Dissert, p. 9, says, » When God prS^ed the LiAud of Canaan to Abraham and hi,%eed, circumciiio»TM


