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At the day appointed for their appearance, futh-

*«! are eleftol convene themfelves attl]|caflemblyr>

chanfvbfef, in the city of New-York j and, by the*

clerk of the houfe, inform the Governor of their

meeting. If they arc above thirteen in number^,

fornc perfons (generally the judges of the fu-i

preme court) arc fent to theaiTembly-chamber^:

empowered by a commiflion to take their oaths

and fubfcriptions. They arc then called before

his Exdelkncy, who recommends their choice

of i^ fpeakcr. For that purpofe they again retire^

and condu6t the perfon they ele6t into the chair»

tvhich is feated at the upper end of a long table.

After that he if prefented to his Excellency, in •

the council-chamber ; and upon his approbation

df their choice, which is of courfe, the fpeaker

address himfelf to the Governor, and in bc«

half of the houfe prays, ' That their words andj

actions may have a favourable conftrudion>

that the members may have free accefs to him^

and they and their fervants be privileged with a

freedom from arrefts.* The Governor, after

promifmg thefe things on his part, reads his

ipeech to both houfes ; and, at the requeft of

the fpeaker, delivers a copy for the ufe of the

afi^mbly. .!&^-

^ We need not enlarge upon the cuftoms of

the general aiTembly, for they take the practice of
the Briti(h houfe of commons for their models
and vary from th^m in but very few inflances.

Money-bills are not leturned to them by the

council-board, as the lords 60 to thecommon»;
and yet the reafons for this practice arc miich

ftrongcr there than at home. When the Gover*
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