
G INCENTIVES TO Till; STI.'DV OF

tcri/(Ml l\wm as trroii|)s. And in spreading? abroad, lliey

art! louiul to hav<' li'l't hcliiiul tlu-ni a iroldcn clue, wliicli we
n'coy:iiizr in i)hysiolo<,'y, iant^iuij^'cs, arts, monuments, and

m«'ntal lial)itiules. These traits are so intimately interwov-

vn in tlie woof of the mind, and so firmly interhiced in the

struct lire find tendencies to action of the whoh: ory:aniza-

lion of tiie man, that they can be <h'tected and generalized

after long eras of separotion, and the most severe mutations

of history. Such is the judgment, at least, of modern re-

search. Ethnoh)iiy bases its claims to confidence in the

recognilion of the dispersed family of man, in these proofs.

And when they have been eliminated from the dust of an-

ti(iuity, they are oll'i-red as contributions to the body of well

considered facts and inferences, which are to compose the

thread of antique history and critical intjuiry.

And what, it may be inquired, are the evidences the

study produces, wh(Mi these means of scrutiny come to be

applied to the existing red race of this continent ? or to

their predecessors in its occupancy ? Do their languages

tell the story of their ancient afUnities with Asia, Africa, or

Europe? Do we see, in their monuments and remains of

art, increments of a pre-existing state of advance, or refine-

ment, in the human family, in other parts of the globe ?

It is confessed, that in order to answer these encjuiries, we
must first scrutinize the several epochs of the nations with

whom we are to com])are them, and the changes which

they themselves have undergone. Without erecting these

several standards of comparison, no certainty can attend

the labor. All nations and tribes upon the face of the globe,

whom we can make si)onsors for the American tribes, are

thus constituted the field of study, and we have opened to

our investigations a theme at once noble and sublime. Phi-

losophy has no higher s])ecies of imiuiry, beneath bifinitude,

than that which establishes the original afiinities of man
to man.

We perceive, in casting our minds back on the track of

nations from a\ hom we are ourselves sprung, a strong and

clear chain of philological testimony, running through the


