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and diflcultiM wonid ooastaatly ariM between

the diflcrent commnnities that would exist in

Nortk America. By anion, on the other hand,

the United Sutas have been able to rise to a lead-

ing position not only as a commercial but a mili-

tary power. The authors of The Federalist saw

the results of the doctrine of Isolation, or Disin-

tegration more properly, and opposed it by argu-

ments which are just as oonolusive in favor of

the contemplated anion of British America. For

instance, the following argument, intended to

show that the safety of the American people

wonld be best secured by union, is quite applica-

ble to the circumstances of British America

:

" Our goTemmsnt can eoUeet and avail itaelfof the

talents and ezperienee of the ablest men, in whatever
part of the Union thejr may be found. It can move
on uniform principles of polier* It oaa harmoniao,

awimihite, and protect thesevenU part* and meraben,
and extend the benefit otlta foresight and preoautioa

to eaeb, la the formstton of treaties it will regi rd

the interests of the whole, and the partioalar interests

ofthe parts aa eoaueeted with that of tlie whole. It

ean applj Uie resouroes and power of the whole to the

deftnoe of aajr partien'ar point, and that nM»« essily

and ezpeditioaslf than State governments, or sepa-

rate ConlMeraeiet ean possibly do, for want of eon-

eert and unity ofsystem. It can place the militiaun-

der one plan of discipline, and, by putting their ofli-

eers in a proper line of subordination to the Chief

Magistrate, will, as it were, consolidate them into one

eorps, and thereby render them more efficient thaa if

divided into tidrteen or into three or four distinet

Independent bodies. What would the militia of Bri-

tain be, ifthe English militia obeyed the Government
ofEngland, If the Beoteh militia obeyed the Qovem-
snt of Seotlaad, ifthe WeUh miUtia obeyed the Go-

vetusent of Wales? Suppose an Invasion: wonld

those three Governments (ifthey sgree at all) be able

with all their respeetive fbrees to operate against the

enemy so eflhetaally ss the single Government of

Great Britain wouMf We have heard much of the

•sets of Sngtaud, and the time may oome, ifwe are

aUve, wlMB the fleets of Ameiiea may eagsge atten-

tiea. But If one national government had not so i»
gnlated the navigatioa of Britain ss to make it a nur-

sery fbr seameB—ifone aatienal govenunent had not

aaUed flirlh all the national msans and matsriato for

fltnslng Ssets, their powers and th^ thunder would

ever have been eelebratsd. Let England have its

navigation and fleet—let Wales hsTS its navigatioa

sad fleet- let Scotland have Its navigation and fleet-

let Inlsnd have Its navigation and fleet-let three or

four offthe ooBstltBsat parts offthe British Empire be

lader fbar independent govemsMnts, and It is easy

topevsslvehowsoon they woald eaeb dwindle Into

eosspaisttve Insignilleanee .... ItrsqnIrss no

MUlntheseleaBeorwarte dlsssw that nallomlty

in the oiiaalMtlon aaddiselpUne of the mmtia wonld

iesHsaflsa with the most li Mifli lsl iftst

J sailed tale ssrrlse far the vnMIe

• , ^
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It won'd enable (hem to diseharge the duties of the

eamp and of the fldd with mutual intelligeaee and
eoncert—an advantage of peen iar aossnit la the ope-

rations of aa army : and it would It them maeh soon-

er to aequife the degree ol peofleicaey la military

faBctleas whleh woald be essential to their nscfhlness.

This dcsirab'e uniformity ean only be aeeomp^lshed

by eonllding the regulation of the militia to the

dirMtions of the eeatral authority. . . . Who so

likely to make snitab'e provisions for the publle de-

feaee aa that body to wbioh the guardianship of the

puMie saiety is eonflded ; wliieh as the centre ofinfor-

mation will best understand tlw extent and urgency

of the dangers that threaten : as the representative of

the WBoui. will feel itaelf most deeply interested in

tlM preservation of every part; whleh. flrom the res-

ponsibility implied in the duty ssaigned to it, will be

moet leasibly impressed with the necessity of proper

exertions; and which, by the extension of its autho-

rity throughout the States, ean alone establiih uni-

formity and ooncert in the plans and messures. by
which the common security is tobesecured T Is there

not a manUlBet Inoonsisteney in devolving upon the

Federal Government the care of the general defence,

and leaving in the State governments the ^flxHve

powers, by which it is to be provided for? Is not a

want of co-operation the infUlible eonseqaenee of

sneh a system?"

In the present position of the colonies, they

are unable to take those measures for the public

defence which wonld best ensure them from

danger ofinvasion. No combination exists be-

tween them * each province has its own interns!

organisation for defence. It wonld be in the

power of any colonial legislature to.morrow to

refhse to vote the moneys requisite fbr defensive

purposes. We believe there is now fiur too much
patriotism in these provinces to allow them to

imitate the example of the old colonists, in the

first half of last century. Yet it would be possi-

ble for nnscmpnlons politicians by raising false

issues and otherwise working npon the feelings

of the masses, to bring about similar results.

The policy of laolation tends to intense seMsh- ,

neas ; it curbs the geaerons impnlscs of onr na-

ture, vmqis US up in ourselves, prevents ns look-

ing beyond onr own borders t in short, it is aatn-

,

gonistic to the growth of all those feeHags r"
sympathies which wonld, in the tfmeg^^'

cause ns to rise aa one people ia th#
''^^* .

onreomnson rights and privilMe' /' *
..

'

Isolatio. iso^ to L.^«^»^»'^»^
which has in aU time' F**^^ many eona-

trie. fh» thefnnP«'tr-«J.«« «*'^-
That Britie' •««« Miere that V^M

wUl be the^aMW of intnuAn *• •W«<J^^
pMTiaeM loddtol thamaelTes wh«i«heho«T


