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(B) British Columbia.

Varied climatic conditiona prevail in Britiah Columbia. The Japaneae
eurreot and the moisture-laden windi from the Pacific exercise a moderat-
ing influence upon the cUmate of the con»t and provide a copious rainfall.

The westerly winds are arrested in their passaKe east by the Co:i.st Kange,
thus creating what is known as the "dry belt" east of those mountains,
but the higher currents of air carry the moisture to the loftier peaks of

the Sclkirks, causing the heavy snonfall wliich distinniiislicB tljat range
from its eastern neinhbiir, the Uockies. Thus a scries of alternate moist
and dry belts is formed.

The climate of British Columbia, as a whole, presents all the condi-
tions which are met with in European countries lying within the temperate
•one, the cradle of the greatest nations of the world, and is, therefore, a
elimate well adapted to the development of the hiiiiiun race under the most
favorable conditions. As a consequence of the purity of its air, its freedom
from malaria, and the almost total absence of extremes of heat and cold,

British Columbia may be regarded as a vast sanitarium. People coming
here from the East invariably improve in health. Insomnia and nervous
affections find alleviation, the old and infirm are granted a rencv .il lease
of life, and children thrive as in few other parts of the world.

In his first report on British Columbia, Professor Macoun, of the
Geological Survey, stated as follows:

" It only rsmsinf (or me to add that u yeui roll on, sad our poMcaaiou tMoosM
d«v«lop«d, the value of this Kcond Britaio will come eo vividly before our people that
Bken will aek with aetonishmeDt why euoh igiioraDoe prevailed is the past. To-day there
are 40O milea of coaet line in our Western poeaeMioDs clothed with a foreet srowth luperier
la aDytbiog elee in the world at prenent; ite ifaorea indented with multitudea of barbore,
bay* and inleu, teeming with myriade of fish; ite rocka and aanda eoouinins fold, iron,
rilver. eoal and varioua other minerals. And. beeidea all thia, a climate auperior to Enslaad
la every leapeet, both aa regards heat and rooiature: and yet men aek what is it all worth t
I answer, worth more than Quebee and all the Maritime Provinoea thrown in, and aeeptlaeay rsat saaured that the day ia not far diatant when theae words will be aooepted aa truth.

"

In the Kootenay district, which embraces the drainage area of the
Coliimbia River, the high average altitude renders the air rarified and
bracing. The rainfall ranges from 18 to 20 Inches per annum, with a
snowfall of from one to three feet. In summer the thermometer rises as
high as 80 to 90 degrees in the shade, but the nights are compensatingly
oool. At times in the winter there are cold spells, when the mercury falls

below sect), but these are of short duration.

Throughout the great interior plateau a much drier climate la found,
the total precipitation being from seven to twelve inchea, according to
locality. Luxuriant vegetation is confined to the borders of lakea and
water ooursei, while the general landscape presents the usual round-
topped hills and bunch grass of typical pasture or range land. In the
many Tallejni thriving ramu show the effects of careful cultivation, and
wherever irrigation has been practised the result u seen in afflpb crop*.

South of Shuswap and Kamloops Lake* the climate preienta the mean
batweoi ths dryneii oT the bunch grass eountiy and the humidity oT the
aoMt. There Is auflieient rainfall for all purpom, and the elimate elowly
isiiiiiUsa tknt vl Osatral Borop*.


