
INTRODUCTION. U

was usually rfood to conjure with, ho was never without a party

opposed to hi in, and by that party and its organs he was con-

stantly and bitterly assailed. The most impartial mind, it was

long ago remarketl, can hardly avoid being biassed against Sir

John Macdonald by the language of his friends, and in his

favour by the language of his foes. His friends hailed him,

with ecstatic admiration, as the maker of Canada and the

honoured chieftain of his party ; his eneiuies saw in him only

a monster of political crime. By the henchmen of party he

was esteemed an ideal leader, and there is no doubt that he

possessed in a wonderful degree the gifts that attract and weld

together a 'party following. Of recent years he had become

the object of excessive party worship, a worship so idolatrous

as to close the eyes of his adherents to his shortcomings and

faults. This was specially manifest in the efi'ective campaign

cry of the last Gene al Election, when " The Old Man, the Old

Policy, and the Old Flag" was the onthusiasm-compelling

watchword of the Tory party. By the ebb >ii(l •'"'" '>f party

fortune Sir John Macdonal ' has rarely been affecte*^ :' '"*

once has he suffered conspicuously 'm the withdrawal of tij^

public favour, and even in that case y.'M))^ morality made
haste to make amends for averting for a time its fac«. T'em-

porary reverses, o courso, lio • nw and again met \.7||'.

and violent at times \:&s the rancour of thoje 0('pxsed to him;

but he rarely had to meet opposition from within, whilt> di

affection and rivalry were almost unknown factors in b own

camp. To an extraordinary extent he could depend upuu due

devotion and attachment of friends, and loyalty to him ant

his cause was almost a fetich among his worshippers.

It would be difficult in a word or two to say what were the

causes of Sir John Macdonald's success as a Canadian states-

man. Not a little of the interest that attaches to his career

arises from the long period over which his public life extends

^nd his hearty sympathy with the national aspirations. To
lese may ^-e added the entire and disinterested devotion,

w^ich he a ways evinced, to the material interests of the

cou. try, and his long-time and complete identification with
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