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that wc want may he drawn. We have uo infrrnni

ta.rcs. For that rciison Wf can hctttr bear, and will

with tlic utmost chcerfuhuss pay, whatever tlie exi-

jj^encies of the j^overnment may rccjuire. While

Encjiand, while all iMirope, is fjjaspinp^ heneatii the

weight of enormous l)urdens, it is our felicity alone

to he exempt fro n direct taxaiior..

I have elsew here si.id, that tlie first six nH<ntlis of

the war, if terrii)le at all, would be most terrible to

us. The policy of England is to make war, and then

to declare it. Our merchants would most sensibly

feel an embargo in British ports, and the sensKlion

would momentarily tingle through every nerve of the

state. Our commerce, in a war with a naval power

so formiciable, although not wholly stopped, \\ould

be materially interrupted. But, besides embargo-

hig our ships in her poVts, and interrupting our com-

merce on the ocean, could England essentially af-

fect us?

The ravages of the rcvohitionnr}'^ war, are the last

she will conimit in the ifit(rior of our countrv. Fiftv

thousand of her veteran troops landed on our shores,

would, barring a precij)itate retreat, inmiediatel} rest

Jrorn t/uir labours. She has nothing to hope from

the intcri(,r. She would not obtrude a soldier on our

soil, except in some secpiestered part of our shore,

where paucity of inhabitants might give impunity to

plunder.

But, in one or two of our sea-ports, she might give

lis some trouble, although she could not land.

The first duty of a sta*e, to which, however, Con-

7)

m


