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(hameful and flagrant injuftice-, and an a<fl was

paflcd, for (hutting up the port of Befton^ till pro-

per fatisfadion (hould be made for fo provoking an

outrage.

It is certain, that all the Americans are out of

the reach of this ad; that it was not intended to

affedt them; and therefore that they have nothing

immediately to do with it, excepting the inhabitants

of 5^«» themfelves. Accordingly I Ihould have

pafled it by, as foreign from tfur ^art of the difpute,

had it not been voted by all our county and provin-

cial Committees, to be dangtrous to the liberties if

the Britijh colonies. For this reaibn I ihall offer fome
obfervations on what appears to have been the policy

of the ad ; which I (hall addrefs to thofe only, who
are fo reafonable and modeft as to allow, that the

tea ought not to have been deftroyed. -; * '- »^*

If the condud of the Boftonians, in deftroying

the tea, was criminal, it defervcd punilhmcnt-, and

punifhments fhould always be regulated by the na-

ture and degree of the crimes for which they are

inflided, and the circumftances that attended the

commilTion of them. Now the crime of the Bofto-

nians was a compound of the groflcft injury and
infult. It was an ad of the higheft infolence to-

wards government; fuch as mildnefs itfelf cannot

overlook or forgive. The injuftice of the deed was
alfo moft atrocious: as it was the deftrudion of pro-

perty to a vaft amount, when it was known that

tlie nation was obliged in honour to proted it. At
the fame time il was very notorious, that the inten-

tion of the perpetrators was, by this example, to

lead and excite others, when the expeded opportu-

nity (hould prefent, to the fame wanton excefs of

. riot and licentioufnefs. Under thefe circumftances
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