
APPENDIX,

The following lloport of a Committee of ConfircRS in 1843, is thought

very valuable as illustrating the title of the United States to Oregon

Territory.

REPORT.

The Commilli-e on MiHinry Ajfairi^, tu which urns referral so mw.h of the Presi-

ikrC's 7nesMt'rr. as n'lale* to Ihf eMalilishwn/ of a chain of mdtlary jiosts frum

Council luiij'^ to Ike Piicific Ucian, siibmiln the following report

:

The Sorrctary of War, in his ri'iiort arcompanyingtlie President's message, speak-

iiiK of tiie
" iL'iritory which extends from llie I-akes to the Gulf of Mexico," lias

the foilowinff remark :
" It is in immediate contact with numerous wild and warlike

Indians who aiv capable of brinRiiij,' into tlie field a number of warriors csliinated

•it from twenty to thirty thousanil. From the intercourse which subsists between

them and the traders, and cmio.'arLes of foreiRn nations, they may Ik; rendered as for-

uiidalile as any description of force that coubl be hroupiit against us. To secure a

iiioper influence over them in jicacc, and to counteract and control their dispositions

in war -to secure our own territory, and to protect our traders, it is indispensjiblc that

a chain of posts should be established, extending from the Council Bluffs to the mouth

i.f the Columbia, so as to command the avenues by which the Indians pass from the

north to the south, and at the same time to maintain a communication with the tern-

tories belonging to us on the Pacilic." Fn allusion to the same subject, the rresident,

in his message, says: " I recommjend particularly to your consideration, that portion

of the Secretary's report which proposes the establishment of a chain of military

posts from Council Hlufls to some point on the Pacific Oceari within our limits The

benefit thereby destined to- accrue to our citizens engaged in the fur trade over chat

wilderness region, addod to the importance of cultivating friendly relations with sav-

age tribes inhabiting it, and at the same time of giving protection to our frontier set-

tlements, and of establishing the means of safe intercourse between the American

settlements at the mouth of the Columbia River and those on this side of the Uocky

Mountains, would seem to suggest the imjiortance of carrying into eflect the recom-

mendations uiion this head, with as little delay as may bo practicable."

Thus invoked by these high authorities, whose especial and responsible duty it ib

careluliy to have weighed ail the circumstances which may justify this recommenda-

tion and all the consequences to which it may lead, the Committee on Military Af-

fairs has given to this subject the anxious consideration its importance demands.

Mr. Monroe, in his last annual message, referring to this subject, uses the follow-

in"' InTiicUiiGrG I

"••
In looking to tlie interests which the United States have on the Pacific ocean,

and on the; western coast of this Continent, the propriety of establishing a militairy

post at the mouth of the Columbia river, or at. some other point In that quarter, withm

our acknowledged limits, is submitted to the consideration of Congress. Our com-

merce and fishing on that sea and along the coast have mi 'h increased and are in-

creasing. It is thought that a military post to which our ships of war might resort,

would afford protection to every interest, and have a tendency to conciliate the tribes

of the Northwest, with whom our trade is extensive. - ; is thought, also, that, by
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