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of 70 or 100 niilos arc coiiti'iiclod fov in

out! piece, it is fiistoiiiMry I'di* tiu; cou-

ti'actoi' to diviilo liis U\sk and snl)lel it.

15ut a fairly r<'])fosoiitativ(^ bit of inoiiu-

laiii woi'iv is tliat wiiicii [ found l>aii

Diimi siiperinteiidiiif;-, as tlie faototuni of

tli(^ coiiti'actor who imdoi'took it.

if a cont factor acts as "boss" liinisolf,

lif stays upon tlic uround; but in tliis case

tlie contractor liad other und(M'tai<iii;:'s in

h;ind. Hence tlie jjresenceof Dan Dunn,
his walkini;' bo.ss or j^'oneral foreman.

Dunn is a man of means, and is liimseif a

contractor by pi'ofession, wiiohas worlced

liis way up from a start as a laborer.

Tiio camp to wliich we came was a jwrt-

ablo city, complete except for its lack of

women. It had its artisans, its profes-

sional men, its store and workshops, its

seat of f^ovornnient and oilicers, and its

policeman, its amusement hall, its work-
a-(iay and social sides. Its main peculiar-

ity was that its boss (for it was like an
American city in the pos.session of that

functionary al.so) had announced that lie

was g'oinft' to move it a couple of miles

away on the following' Sunday. One tout

Avas the stableman's, with a capacious

"corral"' fenced in near by for the keej)-

ini;' of the pack-horses and mules. His
corps of assistants was a larg-e one; for,

besides the i)ack-hoi'ses that connected the

camp with the outer world, he had the

keepin<j;' of all the ''grade-horses," so call-

ed— tiiose which draw the stone and dirt

(•arts and the little dump cars on the false

tracks set up on the levels near where
"'illinsi'" or "cutting"" is to be done,

\nother tent was the blacksmith's. He
iiad a ''helper." and was a busy man.
charged with all the tool-sharpening, the

care of all the horses" feet, and the repair-

ing of all the ironwork of the wagons,
cars, and dirt scrapei-s. Near by was the

harness-man's tent, the shop of the lea-

ther-mender. In the centre of the cam]),

like a low citadel, rose a mound of logs

and earth bearing on a sign the single

word "Powdei-,"" but containing within ils

great sunken chamber a cousideral)le stor(»

of various (>xplosivcs— giant, black, and
Judson powder and dynamite.

More tremendous force is used in rail-

road blasting than most persons imagine.

Ii order to perform a ([nick jol) of remov-
ing a section of solid mountain, the drill-

men, aftei" making a bore, s;iy. twenty feet

in depth, begin what they call "spring-

ing" it by exploding little cartridges in

tli(! Ijottom of the drill hole until they
have produced a considerable chamber
there. The average amount of explosive

for which they thus ju'epare a place is forty

or lifty kegs of giant powder and ten kegs
of black powder; but Dunn told me ho
had se(>n 280 kegs of black ])owder and
r)0() ])ouiids of dynamite used in a single

blast in mountain work.
Another tent was that of the time-keep-

er. He .ionrneyed twice a day all over
the work, live miles up and live down.
On one journey he noted what men were
at laljor in the forenoon, and on his return

he tallied those who were entitled to pay
for the second half of the da\'. Such an
ollicial knows the name of every laborer,

and, moreover, he knows the pecuniary
rating of each man, so that when the

workmen stop him to order shoes or trou-

sers, blankets, shirts, tobacco, penknives,

or what not, he decides upon his own re-

si)onsibility whether they have sufficient

numey coming to them to meet the ac-

commodation.
The "store"' was simply another tent.

Ill it was kept a fair supply of the articles

in constant demand—a supply brought
from the li(>adquarters store at the other

end of the trail, and constantly replenish-

ed by the pack-liorses. This t i-ading-place

was in charge of a man called " the book-

kcM'pei'."' and he had two or three clerks to

assist him. The stock was precisely like

that of a cross-roads country store in one
of our older States. Its goods included
simple medicines, boots, shoes, clothing,

cutlery, tobacco, cigars. ])ipes. hats and
caps, blankets, thread and needles, and
several hundred others among the ten

thousand necessaries of a modern laborer's

life. The only legal tender received there

took the shape of orders written by the

time-keeper, for the man in charge of the

store was not retjuired to know the ratings

of the men upon the pay-roll.

The doctor's tent was among the rest,

but his office might aptly have been
said to be " iu the saddle."" He was
lominally emjiloyed by the company,
but each man was " docked."" or charged,

seventy-live cents a month for medical
services whether he ever needed a doctor
or not. When I was in the camp there

was only one sick man -a rheumatic.
He had a tent all tohiinsidf, and his meals
were regularly carried to him. Though
he was a stranger to every man there, and
had worked only one day before he sur-

H

E

r.

r
K


