
1899] The Cohesive Elements of British Imperialism 1013

1

passed under my notice in which common
negro or coolie laborers have secured

verdicts against some of the most promi-

nent white men in their communities.

At any rate, here is a great cohesive

elemen*—the absolute conviction in the

minds of the masses that und.'v British

rule the highest official, the most power-

ful civilian, holds no advantage under the

law over the meanest peasant or tlie poor-

est laborer.

To one acquainted with the judicial

system in the British tropical colonies it

is not surprising that this confidence

should prevail.

All judicial appointments are made by
the Crown, and only those men who have
undergone a legal training and have been
called to the Bar in one of the Inns of

Court in London are eligible. But if a

man possesses this qualification, no con-

sideration of color or cret d is allowed to

weigh for or against him. Several in-

stances are within my knowledge of negroes

in humble positions in the British West
Indies who have saved up their earnings

in order to send a son to England to study

for the Bar, and have lived to see such a

son appointed to a magistracy.

All appointments to the judiciary in the

British colonies are for life or during good
behavior ; and although it is most unusual

for any judicial officer to so conduct him-

self as to merit dismissal, such cases have
occurred on rare occasions and the officer

has been promptly dismissed from the

service. A case occurs to my mind in

which the Chief Justice of British Guiana,

some time during the seventies, was dis-

missed from his office after a Government
Commission had inquired into certain

charges made against him by the colonists.

The circumstance has a double interest in

that the dismissal followed the recom-

mendation of a Commission composed of

fellow-offic'als of the Chief Justice.

No judg>^ or magistrate in the British

colonies is allowed to engage in any occu-

pation of any kind outside the exercise of

his judicial functions, and the title " judge "

belongs only to those officials who are

actually in active service on the bench.

If the result is that we appear somewhat
scantily supplied with "judges," the custom

has obvious advantages by way of com-
pensation.

The salaries of the judges are high, and

place theni entirely beyond the necessity

of possessing private means. For instance,

the Chief Justice of British Guiana, a col-

ony with a population of 280,000, receives

a salary of SiO,000, and the puisne judges
receive $7,.S00 each.

An excellent rule is observed in the

appointment of colonial judges, namely,

that connection with a colony by birth,

family ties, or otherwise, disqualifies a man
for appointment in that particular colony.

This rule, it may be added, applies only

to the higher fiscal appointments.

The independence of the judiciary is

further protected by a tradition that the

judges in a colony shall refrain from
making extensive social relations among
the colonists. It is felt, and with some
justice, that the natives would not be
edified by the spectacle of the judge
dining at night with Mr. So-andSo, the

rich merchant, and then adjudicating next

day on some case in which he was con-

cerned. The result is that the judges, as

a rule, confine their circle of acquaintances

to a few of the higher officials.

The strength of the executive power
vested in the local authorities throughout

the British colonies has served to mold
the character of the lower races under
British rule. Absolute freedom of speech

is allowed in all the British colonies. You
may convene public meetings for the pur-

pose of calling the Governor an ass and a

popinjay; you may write columns in the

newspapers advocating all sorts of violence

(except in India, where the circumstances

are peculiar). The authorities will look

on and smile indulgently. But start a

riot, commit violence, destroy property,

and, heigh, presto I the line is crossed,

and down comes the strong hand. And
it is to be noted—Jirs^, the violence is

stopped ; i/ien, when all is quiet again, the

inquiry takes place, the blame is fixed,

and the civil law takes its course. It

took F^ngland many, many years to learn

this first simple lesson in the psychology

of control ; and volumes might be written

containing nothing but the record of those

unhappy experiences through which this

wisdom was attained. Now the character

of the people is being molded under the

continued pressure of the consistent pol-

icy of " Talk all you will, but no violence."

As the children in our tropical colonies

grow to manhood and pass on to old age,


