
THE NEW HIGHWAY TO THE ORIENT II

long after the Jiritish ucniiKUiun, tlie wants of the Indians were snpiilied in excliange fur

furs and jjeltries, and in this trade Montreal grew rich and important.

I!ut finally a dianire came. The appearance of steam navigati^m on the inland

waters accelerated the settlement of the fertile country at the west ; towns and cities

sprang up about the old outposts of the missi.maries and fur-traders; the Indians

receded and disaj.peared. and agricultural products took the p.lace of furs in the com-
merce of Montreal. Then came the raiiu-ays, penetrating the interior in everv dirccti,.n,

bringing still greater .-hanges and giving a wonderful impetus to the western country, and
-Montreal grew apa<-e. And now we find it rising tVom the broad St. Lawrence to tiie

slopes of Mount Royal, and '-.kmg out over a densely pc.pled .•.nmtry .lotted with bright

and charming villages— a large and beautifiil <ity. half I'rencii, half laiglish, half an.ieut,

half modern; with countless duurhes. imposing publi<; buildings, magnificent hotels, and
tasteful and .ostly residences; with long lines of massive warehouses, innnense grain

elevat(;rs, and many-windowed factories; an<l with miles of docks .rowded with shipping
of all descriptions, from the smallest river crat't t(j the largest ocean vessels.

-i^i"

HICMF.Vl'.R way we came. ^^OIltrcal should be re-

garded as the initial jioint of onr transcontinental

journey, t'or it is the principal eastern termintis of

the Canadian Pacific Raihvay, and it is the terminus

not only of the main line, but of numerous other

lines built and acquired by the comj)anv to gather u])

and distribute its tratific. From here for a thousand

miles we have the choice of two routes. We mav go

through the farms and orchards of Ontario to Toron-

t(j, the second city of (Vmada in imi)ortance. much
younger than Montreak but closely growing in tlie

extent of its trade and imlustries. :mil hoping soon to surpass its older rival in both —

a

modern and handsomely built city, where the solidity and culture of the older Jkist is

combined witli the brightness and eager activity of the newer West. Here, as at

Montreal, many railway lines reach out, and on all sides may be seen the evidences of
extensive conn^uTce and great i-rosperity. From here we may in a few hours visit

Niagara, and then, resuming our westward journey by one of the Canadian Pa<ific lines,

four hours will bring us to Owen Sound, on (Georgian l!ay, whence one of the trim'

Clyde-built steel steamships of the railway company will take us in less than two days
acn.ss Lake Huron and through vv Straits ,if .Sauk Ste, Marie, where we will be lifted

by an enormous lock to the level uf Lake Superior, and then across this greatest of


