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llic lilcniturc of our cla\' is (loDtlcd with all

kinds of a-^s. lulls against Christian doctrine. Not only in

books professedly thcoloi^ical or ph.ilosophical, but in the

li;4htcr works of poetry and fiction, we find continual protests

against the ide.i that Christianit\- contains anv bod\- or system

of positive truths -the belief of which is essential to the

Christian f.iith — the denial of which is a ne<^atioii of Chris-

tianity. DoL^nia is used as a term of reproach, as though it

were equivalent to dogmatism in the justly offensive sense in

which that word is popularly used. Dogmatism signifies that

disposition or habit of mind which overvalues the individual's

own powers, depreciates the opinions of others, and seeks

arrogantly to force assent to personal opinions as indisputably

true, by a groundless assumption of authority. Dogma is to

be understood not as meaning merely a doctrinal notion ; it

signifies a positive truth positively asserted, in opposition to

an opinion or speculation. In theology it signifies a revealed

truth^—a statement w hich truly expresses the mind of God in

His Word. The claim to authority does not rest upon the

use of dogmatic words—upon the positiveness of the state-

ment, but upon the proof of the authority whence it is derived.

A statement may in its form be dogmatic, while devoid of

the authority out of which alone dogma can properly spring
;

but every doctrine having a divine authority must have a

dogmatic form. We claim therefore for the truths which are

declared and attested by the Word of God, and which are

capable of definite .statement, that they are positive and

authoritative, not as matters of individual opinion, but as re-

vealed truths bearing the stamp of Divine infallibility.
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