
82

'!'

tishei-man, who had, by iVoquent pi'Jictice, olttiiiiu-d siicli a i'aine or

notoritty in that lino, that tishernieii and others around him, and

fsonie i'rom distant quarters, visi.ed him i'roin time to time to hear

the mai'vellous lying' tales ho invented tor theii' amusement. Hut

in the lii^ht <)[' truth and reason and juat repute, he was not at all

more culpable, it' so mueh s<j, as those in higher I'anks, who invent

and publish written romanees I'or the amusement ol' iha frivolous, the

idle and dissijjcifed.

1 cannot know, and therefore cannot say, wlietlu'r Dr. Dawson

was, or was not induced to ]»ro])are aii<l publish this worse than

useless book, from any desire ot fdine or iiotorieti/, but I will ctuli-

dently assort that it cannot ])ossibly pi'omoti- t\\\y ntortil ov bcucco-

(ent purposes, oi- even any of a really usotul liti'i-ary nalure, iioi- can

it, in any way, subserve the pi-actical interests or (luiie> of civil

life. And further, T maintain that its manifot tendency :s t(»

impair the belief and authority of divine revelation.
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