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a smi|i|, iinaiis of llnouiii;.' Ilir siiou dial'

of tin liiH. On thr iiiounl.iiii sul.- tin- lira\ s

lock lllll Is hllllt n|) lo sll|l|)oll IlKisslM-

lialks uliich an laid so as to |Kiint iipuanl

o\cr till- track. Tlic lower imls of these

tiiiiliiis are linrieil. ami I he i,'roniHl slia|ieil

to loi'iii a hollow. The (lesecnilili;,' MloW

rushes into the ih |iression ami ii|i tlie

iiiclmcd [ilane to lly mtn the air ami to

fall clear of thi' track. th>- cicaranee varyintr

with the \elocity of the avalanche. This

Is the s\stem wliicli has Ik en a(lii|ile(l

e\teiisi\eU, iiiiK 111 masonry. ii|Kin tlu'

i.otsehlx r-' Railway.

The siiow-shcil Is a costly |>rotcction.

The more elaborate ami lica\y t>|Ks run

n|) 111 as much as l! Kl.OOO per
'"''"^

mile to hiiilil. In one or two
DanKers.

instances this haiirc has liccn

cNceeileil. (speeiallv in places where the

tinilier has hail to Ik hanlcil from a

<listiincc. \Vhile the eni;iiii cr liy simw-

Nhcddinjj; protects the line from om- danj;cr

111 in\it(s another. This is lire. \ spark

from a hn'omotivc may set the structure

ablaze, and, once the llanies secure a

strong hold, dcstrnclnin ol the work Is

certain, siiici- tlu' shed acts as a liU!.'c

line. Hut tlu forest liri' is drcatlcil inori'

lli.iii the sp.iik fi till passinj: 1 iiL'iii' .

.\moii'_i ll.i ^1 Ikiiks this lir I the

forest \sriaks w id's].!, id h n mix

\car. In order to i, diiii the li.ssis liom

Ihls cans,- Ihe sh.ils .lie lilllll ll. sholl

sietioii,. with loii^ 'japs liilwiin. so lli.il

Ihe possiliilil \ ol the llanii s |iiiii|iiii'j

is rediic.d, Incidciilallv it Is III' lol.sl

lires whieh aceiiilu.ali the si\iril\ ol tin

a\ ilaliehe. The 111 is e e loppliiii; do\Mi

as their loots ale Inn in d awa\ . m ale

Morchcd mill lib li ssmss. so llial lhi>

suceiinib leadiK to sueli an allaek as snow

Iliovi nil Ills or e\ ell of t III \\llld. Thesldis

of the iiioiiiilaiiis thus lueomi lilliiid

w ith Liaiint 1 1 links, ma\ Ik oin hiiniln d h ' I

in leiielh. and when this,, are pK ki d up

by the slide .iliil hlllilll dowiivvaiil, llll\

strike an obst i net ion \mI1i tin force of a

battciine ram.

In order lo eiiard ai;aiiist the iiivaj;cs

of the lire lieiid water pipis are carried

throiii.'h tlic sheds, and at

close intervals hvdrants and Precautions
Against hire.

lines of hose are pio\ ided

ready for instant use. The sluds arc

patrolled day and ni;;lil. so that an out-

briak imw be cauaht m the iiici|iient stai.'e.

Telephone facilities (liable the watchman

to yet into touch with assistame. so that

tire liKlitiiii; forces can be hurridi iij) if I he

conllaL'ration jjets bcyoiul the man on the

spot. Durint.' tin summer season, when

the forest tiris .arc raein;;, the patrolliiif;

forces are doubled and trebled if necessary.

The necessity of thise elaborate precautions

will be appreciated when it is it nieinbcii d

that a burnini: ^hi-d not only rcpi'scnts

a heavy inomtary loss, but what is far

more iiii|)ortant upon such a line as the

Canadian Pacilic with its heavy transconti-

nental business, provokes a serious delay

to trallic.

The ilistanccs, or " lire breaks." bitwicii

the snow-sluds vary from UtO to 'JOO feet

accordini; to conditions. The possibilitii s

of a snow-slide rattlini; down and siuashiiifj

up the line in tlicsc open spaces is eliminated


