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nunc mini -I'liii thin tin- SimniNli Ariiiiilii , ma- .ships

(•(luld sail ta.stt T iiml iican r the wind, and our gii.is hliot

nioiT (jiiiil<l\- and harder, lint iiKirc i'nniirtiild (hull

this (iiir it'lijiiun \va>. a rcli<:i(iii of Irccdoni and oich i for

allhoimh tho main stifn;_'th of Kiiglish ivligion was

moving,' tuwanls Puritanisin and (he Puritans wcic not

tol'Tant, still then- \v;is a strom^ ri'ligioUH i-lomcnt which

Ihougli traditional was not Konian, in (.'U-nicnt which

niaiU' i)ossil)le the ixisti-nco of auch a family as tho

I'Viicrs, and sucli an cstalilishment as thv religious

fomtmmity of Little (iidding, and v Inch n presented

gentleness and charity; moreover, Puritnnisin itself did

achie\c toleration with tht; appearance of the Society of

l''rieiids. 'J'here was therefore a spirit in Kngland Wiiich

offered a welcome to religious refugees of the reforming

societies throughout Kurojie, and, besides that, tlu^

lion i»'ligious jH-ople in Kngland, led by the Queen. wc!-e

zealously anxious foi' religious peace as long as it could

he reconciled with some measuie of order.

Thus lx>th the religious and uou-religious elements of

Kngland combined to draw over to uh tho ])ick of th'!

middle and industrial classes of Europe, and this inoot

important result may be regarded as part of the fixed

and conscious policy of the nation.

(3) Our advantages over other nations have on tho

whole been sutlieiently described in Seeley's Ejp(tnswn

of Kmjhind; it is only necessary here to emphasize th(;

great importance of the fact that we were an insular

nation, and so able to keep ourselves comparatively free

from the entanglements of continental policy. Thiti,

as Seeley has pointed out, enablei' us ta concentrate our

energies much more completely thaiv the Spaniards or

the Dutch or the French could do, on the acfpiisition of

the empire of the New World ; but furthermore, this


