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lier iearning. [-Iuniboldt rcad it
twice witli deliglit. " I lias
chiarmed and instructed, me," lie
wrotc. " It slioîed tliat, to tlie
gYreat superiority of its autiior in
thie liigli region of matliematical
analysis, she joined variety of
knowle(lge in ail departmients of
pliysics and natural liistory." H.-er
4"Meclhanism of the Hecavens," and
lier " Connection of the IPliysical
Sciences," were objects of Rumn-
boldt's " constant a¶Imiration." "I

'nl, lie said, " in no language a
xvork on Pl1vsical Geographyv tliat
cali be compared witli liers. Suie
domninates in tiiese regions, as iii
astronomny, meteorology, and mag-
netism."l

This versatility of hier know-
ledge, conibined as it -%vas withi
deptlî and accuracy, is among the
wonders of lier intellectual char-
acter. 1-er datughter writes tlius:

Although lier favourite pursuit, and
the one "for whiehi she hiad docidedly
most aptitude, wvas niatheniaties, yet she
wvas passionateiy fond of pootry, lier es-
peciat favourites boing Slhtkes1 îeare and
Dante; an-d aiso the- great Greekz diii-
wiatists, Nvhose tragedies she read fluenitly
in the original, being a good classical
scholar. She ivas very fond of iusie,
and devoted nîuclh tiinie to it in lier
youth ; and she 1)ainted froin nature
with cousiderable taste. Eî'orythingl,,
spokze to hier of that great God who
created ail things, the grand and sub-
limiely heautiful, as wvell as thoe cxquisite
loveluniess of minute objects. Above ail,
in the ia-ws Nvhichi science unveils stop) by
step, sho found ever renewed motives for
the love and adoration of thoir Author
and sustainor. This fervour of reliu
feelin)g acconmpanied lier throughi life, and
very early she shook off aIl that was
daîrk and narrow in the creed of lier first
instructors for a purer and a liappior
faith.

Thîis highl iintellectiýal culture
-andI labour (iievcî-, perhiaps.
equalied anîong -wonmen) in no wvise
interfered wvitli lier dom-estic life, or
lier duties as woman, wvife, and
mother. Slie brougrlît up a con-
siderable fanîily, and lier cliil(lren

blessei lier niernory. Says one of
them :

It Nwould ho almost incredible how
mnueli my mother contrived to do in the
course of the day. Whien niy sister and
1 ivere smiall childron, although busily

onagd in gvrii for tho press, she
usod to teacli us for threo itours every
niornîng.t, besides muanag-.ting, lier house
carefully, readizig the nevespapers (for
she.ilivays was a keen and, I inust add,
a liberal politician), and the mnost impor-
tant newv books on ail subjects, grave and
gaý-y. In addition to all tlîis, she frecly
visited aud received lier frieuds. 1 must
add that slie was a reinarkzably neat and
skilful needlewoinan. We stili poss;ess3
soiie ehiboraite speciixuets of lier ein-
broidery axîd lace îvork.

This symrmetrical, and truiy beau-
tiful if e ivas flot %vitliout the usual
tests of suffering. She buried
chidren and lier two husbands,
and at last survived neariy ail lier
early frîends. After losing lier
fortune shie w~as dependent uipon a
Government pension, first of one
thousand, later of fifteen liundred
dollars a year, and, for economy,
iived rnany years in Italy. But
lier intellectual and moral life lield
on, self-sustained, serene, even
felicitous. Slie uîîconsciously cx-
pressed the secret of lier wliole in-
tellectual history wvhen shie said, "I
wrote because it ivas impossible for
nie to be idile."1 Vork is a con-
dition of happiness, and, to a great
extent, of hecalthi. A good mcdi-
cal autiîoritv. (Dr. Wilks, of Guy's
H-ospitýal) lias said: " I sec more
aliments arise fromi iant of occu-
pation tlian fromi overworkz; and,
taking the various kinds of nervouis
and (lvspeptic aliments wvhicli we
arc constantlv treating, I find at
least six due to idleness to one
fromn o'verworkc."

To the thorougli wvorker the so-
calleci " niystery"' of life is "an
open secret.> To hlmi life is pro-
bation, and the miost obvions con-
dition of that probation is produc-
tive> benleficent labour. Most of
the wvretchiedness of human life, at


