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THE FRENCH MARKET FOR AMERICAN OAK.
Ir is well knownl that. ut consequenici ol tite

aimost universai use of oak parquet flooring in
Frantce, tite consumptioît of oak for titis purpose
is exceedingiy large, and tite trade shows con-
tinued signs of progressiont. Up tili a few years
brick tîte forces of Autstria-I-ungary and Scia-
vonia were the principal sources of supply of thu
aak used for thîs purpose, the shipments being
mnade principaliy tilraugi the ports of Trieste antd
Miunie. The wvood, both in quality and color,
being of that yellow tintt dear ta the Frenci con-
tractor, is admirably suitcd ta the purpose, and the
honie-grown French oak, aithougli always used ta
a large extent, beirîg of a lharder nature, cocid flot
compete wvith it, bearing it mind that in this coun-
try it is the custoni for tîte builder or carpenter
who iays tue floor ta guarantee it for ten years.

To titis day much of the wvood sluipped fram
these forces is of tite very flnest quality, notabiy
that which cames iutta France under the auspices
of La Societe d'importation de Chene and two
or tluree atiter ieading importers who from long
experience know exactly wviat is wantcd for this
miarket, and take care ta scnd nothing cIse. But
the price is higît, and in the nature af things
contpetition wvas ta be expected sooner or later,
antd it is therefore flot ta be wvordered at tîtat
during the iat few years a determined effort lias
been made by the London dealers to capture a
portion of titis large market for the magnificient
oai' production of the United States. Mucit of
the wvood grawn ks in citaracter very suitable for
tc Frencli parquet floor trade, and aititougi

peritaps in color it is rather tao ùed for the iiking
of tue connaisseur, titis is iii practice not provred
ta be an insurmouintable abject, attd for the last
fcw years the coumpetitioît offerqd by the Anteri-
cari ta tue Austriait wood lias been gradually iii-
cteasiitg, until to.(lay it is recognized by the
shippers of tite latter as a vcry serious rival.

Tîîe Timber Trades Journal, of Landan, titan
which titere is tua more contpetent autiuority, is
of the opinuionu tiat there is roon for a very con-
siderable iitcreusse iii this trade, anud that it rests
eîttirely with tîte shippeit in the United States to
bring titis about by getting iîtto dloser toucît
witlu buyers at tite Blritish iletropolis, and very
propcrly urges the point titat it is wvorse thita
uiscless ta senti aityting but wood whicu in
every respect suited ta the miarket.

Titis journtal says: " In the first place, the
wood must be of first quality and free from sap.
Let it be tinderstood once and for ail that
sap-wood will flot be used liuc for titis purpose,
and tiesides titat, the greatest care must be used
ta send only %vood wviich is free from kitots and
whicli lias becît properly dried and seasoned. The
otîter point ta which we votild direct shippers'
attention is the sawing, whichi must be carefuiiy
donc, as any departure fromi tue standard tluick-
tiess entails extra a:td uifntcssary work oit titis
side, wvhiclt is greatly reseitted. The standard
sizes for tilickîuess are 27, 35, 41 and 54 Iltili-
nieters on boards 6 inclues antd upwvards wvide,
ietîgtlus 6 feet ta 9 feet and upwards. At Ille
prescrit muomtent tite size 27 miilinieters lias been
a littde overdone, antd tue atîters are in better re-
quest. As ta prices, good sttuff ks noix fetcluing
about iî3a francs, c. i. f. lhavre, per cubic meter
-. 1 Englishi ct!bic feet. Tite duty, charges and
transport ta Plaris cost about -30 franucs, making
the price uGo francs, lattded it the capital ; but

tite business is generally donc c. i. f. to th'e sen-
port, buyc:s paying freigltt and deducting from
invoice.

11The Austrain wvood is nt the present time
tinte fetching about ten per cent. better prices,
and it cnjoys a distinct advantage iii bcing siîip.
pcd by the direct reguiar fine of steamiers, Fiume
Rouen, wviich is in many respects a cîteaper port
than Havre ; in fact, these onk planks could be
delivered in Paris something like ten francs per
cubic meter cheaper through tîte latter port.
'Ne think this is wvorth the attention of some
enterprising firm of shipowners."

Tîte article quotcd touches on but one of the
uses for oak in France. A great deai of it is
empioyed for furniture, interior decoration,
cabinet îvork, etc., wvhile the trade in oak stairs
is in itscif a very large business capable of great
deveiopmnent.

'Nitît commendabie enterprise the journal puts
its P'aris office entirely at the disi'osition of
American shippers vit are anxious to share iii
this large trade, and states that it wvill be picased
to give any furtiter information which tltey may
require, or even to put themn in commun:cation
with responsibie agents and selliers in that
country. -The Tradesman.

QUARTER-SAWING OAK WITH A CIRCULAR
SAW MILL

Tur high pric.es that are flaw being paid ail
over the country for quarter-sawed oak make it
particularly desirable that some plan be devised
by wvhich tîte sawv miii man wito is not speciaiiy
fitted up for this ciass of work !should be enabled
to get some of the benefit of these giit-edged
prîces.

The idea that oak timber cannet be quarter-
sawved profitably wvitlî a circular saw miii, and
wvitlîout the use of special dogs to hold the quar-
ters, seenms ta have got generally fixed in the
minds of circular saw miii men. Whiie there
can be no doubt that the band mili is tîte best
miii for this kind of work, and tîte duplex dogs
are tecessary wvhen it is desired to make ail the
quarter-sawed lumber titere is in the log, we
have proven frontl our own experience titat wve.
can get 5o t *o 6o per cent. of tue cuit of the log,
iii a fine grade of quarter-sawed lumber, witt fia
ioss of timber, and with very little ioss of Urne,
witit a double circular miii. Mloreover, that por-
tion of the lumber wvhich wvili not pass as quarter-
sawed lumber wlvi cure better iii this trying
southern climate, and be more satisfactory, thart
if plain..sawed the usual way. Our plan may flot
be original, but we do flot remember to have
seen it pubiished, and on that accounit we send
you a drawing showing it, thinking it might
benlefit some ane.

At Ille outset, '1o logs should be quaýrter-saved,
by any plan, out of a stock of large and smali
iogs, that are iess titan twenty-six incites, or at
the least twenty-four incites in diameter. Whiie
a fair average wvidth of quarter-sawed can be gat
by titis plan by using, iogs a littie smailer, it
wvould inake the average widths of the plain-
sawed firsts and seconds tun tao narrow. Thc.
primary object in quarter-sawed oak is flot ta
bring tce edge of the grain ta the surface of tite

boras i. is in wltat is called rift-sawing in
pine, but is to bring into vicw the pecuiliar glis-
tenuîtg figure which cames from cutting the me-
dLîliary ray or grain tîtat runs from tite center ta
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the circumiercace of the log. Cuttilîg this Fil
rteariy or quite paraliel îvitlt its line t directnu
wlvi show the figure large, and as the angled
the saw cut bccomes more obtuse the sNrlerthe
figure will shiow tntil it disappears eîiitirely. AWu
herein lies one feature of titis grv.ii beauty«
quartered oak. The variations of figure arc a6
-iost cndless. it wvauld be ilrnost ilmtîpossibieto

pick out twvo boards figured just alike, and to
find one board figured alike fromi end to end Is
not an easy thing to do. Any rnethod orfsaing
oak that wvili get lunîber wvhicli shows titis figure
is quartier sawving, no matter wvhethcr it is dont
by the orthodox way of openling and qatrn
the log and edging a bevel piece off -Ich L.ard
or not. The drawing showvs abolit tce propor.
tions of a twenty-six-inchi log cuit as .ve are noir
doing.

'Ne first siab the log liglitly on three sides,
warking the log dowvn bmail enougi une way so
the lowver saw %will reach thlrough fiuln j\ lob.
'Ne then split the log at A and B3, aînd jet the
portion at the righit in the drawing back on the
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CîROSS SFCTriON OFLO INi~ tI)ANIEIS S%-STE.I OF
QUARTER-SAWING.

log deck. This piece is nlot slabbed in the be.
ginning, although it can be done if prefered
We do not, as it saves tAie titile of one turitiug.
We thcn cut off wide boards as long as the figure
shows wvide enough on the top and bottomn edges;
wc take out the heart, or any portion that dSs
not show the desired figure, wvith the edger ; we
turn what is ieft down an the flat side and sait
it up, after wvhich the piece Iying on the deck is
turned on the flat side and sawved up in the saint
way. We have no market for oak scantlingoc
wve would make a piece from each cdgc of thme
flat pieces, and flot Drow SiripS as shown.

The numbered pieces in the dratving il
usuaiiy showv the figure, but the amouint wii vary
in different Iogs. If a piece shouid flot showv the
figure it is flot iost, but makes desirable plain.
sawed lunuber, inasmutch as it does flot checkin
seasonir.g and keeps its place better wlien put
into work. 0f course, a top saw is absolutely
nccessary in quartcr-sawving with a circular mili,
but no special dogs or deviccs are nccssary by
this mcthod. 'Ne have tricd ai] the various
plans, and we doubt very mucli if we shoud
work on arty other plan than this, eveat il wvc had
a band miil.-Howard Daniels, in Dixie.
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