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grt t adv'antflge ta the generai wclfare of ftie
ceuntry and tue luinher industry in particular.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
111E nîeîluods adopted by sorte ntiiicipalities

n îadtgcantracts for lumlber and otlier sup-

oiies.are, to say tîte least, very unibusincssiike.
The atittlotities appear ta ignare entirely the
rights of tenlderers. A striking exampie af in-

iustirc is founld iii the action ai the Winnipeg
Cily Cotincil in awvarding the confract for the
annuit suipply af luniber. Tenders ivcro invitcd

eublicly for the suppiy ai irom 500,0o0 ta 1,9500,-
offlteet, tlu:t submitted by Messrs. Dick, Ban-
ning &Ca. being accepted. On being noti'ied
el the icceptance ai their tender, thcy nuade
arringenîctits wvith the manufacturors for the
burply reoju:rcd, and also for teamis, etc., for de-
livering hie lumber ta the city, adjusting tbeir
financial aflfîirs accardingiy. Afterwards they
mere notiied by the City Clerk that the action of
iheCoutîcil liad been vetoed by the Mayor, on
:hegrounid tlîat suffuciont time wvas not --illoîvpd
ttween thie first appearance of the advertisemcnt

caIing for tenders and the date limiit. At a sub-
sequent uieting ai tHe Couincil new tenders %vere
ordered ta ho asýeui ror. 'lle injustice donc ta

3lsr.Dick, I3annling & Co. ivas iano 110 ay
re«ognized, notîvitlhstanding tînît they had
arranged for their lumber saoriiy and that thieir
prices lu;d lîcon made public for the bonefit ai
competilors îî'hio wvould submnit newv tenders. If
a mîstako ivas made, tue anus thoreof should
test upon iliose in orror, not upon an irrespons-
ible party. The city should eithor have carried
out ifs obligation wvith the firmi, or effected a
bettlmcnt hefore inviting new tende0rs.

K the figures ta ho found on another page,
shoving the lumber cansumrptian ai the North-
ivest and the relative quantifies suppliod by Cana-
dian and United States manufacturers, there is
food for rcflection. In the year 1896 there were
consumced iii Manitoba and the district extending
as far wvest as Regina, appraximafely, So,oao,ooo
feet, of wVhiclh 12,000,000 foot wvas the praduct ai
Umnited States milîs. Last year the canstimptian
in the saine tcrritary increased ta 92,000,000 icet,
but of tliis neariy 17,000,000 foot wvas imported
froni te United States. Thus, ai the increased
consumpI ion ai sartie 1 2,000,000 foot durîng 1897,
the Canadian miii mon only benefitted ta the
e\tcnt Of 7,000,aow foot, wvhich cloarly shows howv
serious lias became the campetition from aur
soutlîern tîciglibors, whlo arc pratectcd in thoir

own market and allowed froc access ta Canada.
Four years ago the imports ai lumber into tue
NOrthwest worc ai littie account, being Iess than
2,ooa,oo foot, but, tunder thie very favorable con-
ditions, thîey have rapidîy grown. Whilc, fram
lis geographicai location porhaps marc than any-
thing cIsc, our Northwest is naî destined ta be a
nuanuf-ictuiring country, yet its lumber trade is
gradual cxpanding, chielly as a resuit ai thc
improveil condition af tlue farming camnîunity
ani lthe consoquent increase in the volume af
building i'peratians. It is indeeci oncouraging f0
observe dit one, at least, ai aur Goorgian Bay
inanufacturers is endeavoring ta penetrate inta
this niarket, naîwiîhstanding obstacles in the way
of higlu ireiglît rates and sucli like. I-is success
%vill 11o doulit ho watched wvith interest.

A oiT.:l~proniinently cotnocted with thc
erection oi severai large buildings in Toronto, in
reiating ta me somc of hlis exporiences, rcfcrred
ta an incident wvhichi scenis ta point a. moral. i t
was lus duty ta iinpect ail luniher. Thc specifi-
cations for ilooring for a certain building called
for first class miaterial, and it wvas cxpected ta
pay a good price for thie samo. Arrangements
wvore made wvith a local dealer ta supply a portion
af the required stock at a (ixed price, but %vlien
the first cariaad arrived it wvas fouind sa inferiar
as ta bo rcjected entirely and! the ordcr cancellod.
..The reasan of this," 9zéid my informant, Il vas
that the price wvhich the miii man wvas being paid
for the lumber wvas so iow that lie could not
afford ta supply the grade, anid this notwith-
standing that a fair price wvas being paid ta the
dealer, wvha could very weli have paid a botter
price ta the miii mai i. His desire ta niake a
large profit cost hinm the contract." It is weil ta
hc content wvitlî a fair margin af profit.

TuEF fertile brain of Herr Cui. B3loch, af B3erlin,
Germany, lias invented an apparatus for the
manufacture ai sawdust inta cakes. Thase
cakes, lie seriausly declares, may bo used for
food for cattie, horses, etc. Somo experiments
were made iii Berlin in 1895 by the Tramway
Company, whici are ciaimed ta have praved
successli, tîtougli the manufacturing expenses
ivore rather highier than expected. The niew
substance consists ai a mixture ai twva parts of
fine sawdust and one part ai bran and muriatuc
acid. Alter fermentation the mixture is bakced
anid takes the shape af a brick. It is then
damped by means ai wvater, when it makes an
excellent substitute for ha>' and straw, and is
aiso a gaad todder for cattie and borses. Oak
or wainut wvoods do nat, an accounit of thei- tan-
ning praperties, give such good resuits as sait
woods. The newvs af this invention has just
been received in time ta relieve the Ottawa
vailey iumb'ernien ai wvorry over the disposai ai
their sawclust.

A Rt ¶IARu made by MIr. Edwvard Still, manager
of the European Exporters' Assrciation oi Tor-
onto, shows the necessity oi the formation by lunu-
bermen of sanie organization ta conduet the
export trade. 'IWhen 1 was iii Glasgowv last,"
said Mr. Stili, " a gentleman who is in the busi-
ness said ta me that hie wvas at a lass ta uinder-
stand the system undor which Canada, and tlie
United States shipped lumber ta the B3ritish
market ; there did nat seem ta be any under-
standing as ta the requirements, and at times
there was a complote glut." Conditions sucli as
those are likeiy ta exist so long as there is no
arganizatian amang lumbermen, and secrecy is
the motta ai the trade. Mr. Still informed me
that he wvas about ta icaveoan a business trip tc,
Europe. He ti.aught his association might be
af cansiderabie assistance in the formation ai a

luîîîbcr exparters' association, if any action %vas
ta ho taken. At nîy suggestion MNr. StilI out-
lined the modus operandi ai the European Ex-
porters' Association, ai whiclî Sir WV. Il. iilow-
land, K.C.Ml.C., is presidetît. The association
have experienced and Iligli class represenitatives
iii the leading centres in Great l3ritain, Gerniany,
F'rance and ohuer foreign cautntrios. l'lie), (Io
tiat act as middlemen in tue manner ai Iiandling
the gaads, but place exporters iii tauic îvilli
reliable agents, whlo in turni cffect the sale. 'lhb
agency ai the Eurapean E-xpartors' Association
is ane wvhich seanis ta mie wartlîy ai tue consid-
eraf ion ai parties interestcdl iii apening up, trad-
ing relations with Europe.

A CORtRESPONDENT ai tlue Toronto Olobe, wvrit-
ing of the lumber industry ai Britisli Columbia
says : lThe lumber trade is *.tîciincdt îi favor a
retaliatory palicy toward the U'nited St.ite.ý. As
in Ontario, it is clainied tlîat the expart ai logs
and tlîe import ai luniber, siîinglcs, etc., uunder
the cxisting American tariff wvill ho umore profit-
able than tlîe domestic manufacture. Thiis is
still a lumbering country. Mill refuse is burncd,
and soit wvood iii cvory formi is lying aiong the!
shores and wasted as freeiy as in older Ontario
30 years aga. Square tiniber is turned out af
the nulis sa long that it requit-es tht-ce flat cars
togother ta carry its length, anîd such tinuber ks
aiton twa foot square and more. An ordinaury
ordor for lumbor is filcd wvith boards tweli-,
inches wvide, and almost any roquired dimension
in tumber can ho supplied. There arc wvoaden
cave trauglis on tue honuses, and cspecially on
Vancotuver Iland niany ai the funest and most
arnate residetîces are built ai wvood. This forcst
wealth whichi scems ta o bctlrown about overy-
wvhere in prodigal carclessnoss, the groat tinîbers,
the immense piles ai lonîg and wvide baards, the
heavy plankitîg an %% haryes and docks, ail with-
out knot or flaw, always attract the attention af
visitars lt-rn aider Canada. The exhaustion ai
this supply ks nat yet wvithin mneasut-able distance,
and it is treatoed as if sucli a resuit was an ini-
possibility. Tho influences which niake for a
tariff protection, retaiiatory and otlierwise, on
lumber are comparativcly weak. XVith the lt-ce-
dam ai the American mîarket thore îvauld ho an
apcning for British Columbia products iii Skag-
evay and Wrangel, and there would ho an openitîg
alsa in the western states. But so fat- as the
market south ai the baîundary is concernied it is
questionable if Canadian lumbor couid niake
much headway. The Placific slape is as wvoll
timbered in Amorican as in Cauîadian territary.
The Ilsanughtor miarket " argumient, toa, is lieard
in advocating a tarifi an American lumber. Tho
reai umarket ai the British Columbia product,
howevcr, is in Atustralia, Hawvaii, the west coaut
and Europe, and fuet-e the great sailing n'essels
are contitîually carrying it. The hame mar-ket is
af coniîparatively littlo inmportance."

So-called wood tapestrios are miade by gluing
shoots ai vencer ta a wvvn cloili back, ilion
cutting fthc î'nccr as dosired. The glue used ta
unito the cloth and wood is ai a cliaracter ta
romain pliable ufct-r dt-yir.g. The cuttin)g af thec
veneer must ho very nicely donc, so as tlot ta
injutre the fabric backing. The invention is oi
French arigin.
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