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ivithout inducing a general ‘unlonding. The
advices from diflerent points do not suggest
that the “ Keene ” purty has been selling at all,
and it is generally believed that the bull move-
ment is yet untamed by the course of prices.
The following are the pric s ju the Chicngo
market for February delivery st the close of
busicess daily since lustreport : Friday, $1.24%;
Saterday, $1.247 3 Monday, $1.2355 Tuesduy,
$1.234 ; Wednesday, $1.204 5 and to-day at Lo
pm. $1.20§. In coarse grains the only business
reported is the sale of a few Penseat 80c. Quota.
tions are nominal at: Corn, 63¢to 70¢ in hond;
Burley, 6n¢ to Tie; Onts, 3le to 32¢; Rye, 80¢
to §2¢; Yease nbout 80e. The flour marketis
quite sluggish; o few sales of Strong Bakers!
are reported at 5650 und Spring Exun st
$6.923, $6.00 and $6.10; but the lois were very

smlll’ We quote Superior Extra,
$6.25 3 Extra Superfine, 8610 10 $6.15

Bakers', $6.20 10 86.45; Spring Exua,
86,10 ; Superline, & 30.70; Pine, 3
$5.20; Middlings, $1.40; Ontario
to §3.00; City bags, &3,
whent, $4.25; Oatmeal; $4.70 to $4.
menl, $2.90 to $3.00. .

Frurrs.~There is very little to report in this
market, its condition being much the same as
advised last week. There is virtually no local
sale for npples, and stocks are continuing their
compulsory flight across the Atlanic on con-
* signment, and kindred shipments make up about
the sum of the activity of the trade. Oranges
are chenper, and must not be now guoted Letter
than $6. This frait, which has also been over
plentitul, -finds its outlet in the wess, Chiea-
go having timely relieved our market of the
burden of some 1,300 cases. Nuthing doing in
ather fruits. Advices from abroad are of a
fuirly steady market tor apples, aud the pros-
peets for outgoing shipments are considered
reasonably good.

Funs.—London sales now in progress, and
prices are not altered from present quoiations,
Beaver and Opossum from all indications are
likely to be higher. )

Grooemes.—Suyurs~Grannlated  has lost
the late advance of §¢. steady, as alsn Yellows,
‘8ic to 93c. - Ruw Sugars, quiet.” Cable reports
Refined rather easicr in Britnin, 7%as.—TFor de-
sirable low sweet Japuns market is steady.
Green Teas held firmly in New York. Black
Teas also firm in England and again ra-
ther higher, Molusses.—Not much doing, Lut
fairly - steady, Syrups, reported advance: in
United Stutes about de.  ftice and Coffes, un-
changed. Spices.—Pepper quite firsn and rather
higher, 10j¢ to 114c. Cloves are just reported
as firmer. Ot.her Spices uychanged. Hywits.—
Valentia Raisins, 7ic to 84c. Layers and other
Malaga Fruits are aétive but not quotably

5; Corn-

changed. Almonds firm. Tarragona, 183c to
20¢.  Currants keep up tic to 8le.

Harpwanre,—The fentures of this market are
unchanged ; that s, -prices are again  up.
Strength and activity are the order of the day,
and a cheerful, buoyant feeling pervades the
very atmosphere of the (rade. . Houses that last
year were glad enough to book orders at ihis
time for spring delivery at ruinous or, more
ganrdedly, disiressing prices, are now quite in-
dependent of any such anxious methods of sell-
ing their wares, and _even. at tbe full advances
quoted refuse to book, save for immediale deli-
very; or, if holding the goods until the opening
of navigation, daling payment from time ot
booking the order. . Wltever may be said of
ather lines of business, the conntry hardware
trade seems now to be awakening to a full rea-

- lization of the situntion.” Inquiries for goods
for spring delivery are already coming in freely,
and such is the eagerness to secure stocks at
present figures that we hear of instances of
cash remittances in full, with instructions to
hold the goods until they can be shipped at
spring freight rates, while not infrequently
orders come in accompanied by f cash payment

“on account, a sort of margin to secure the cou-

tract. In past seasons, says the wholessler,
snles made early in the year were measurably
subjeet to the luter developments of the market,
since, if prices declined, ns was their wont, some
misunderstanding would arise or some hitch
oceur by which 1he transnetion wonld be render-
ed abortive. Now 1he tables are turned, all
this uncertainty is removed; and that in the
very effective way indiented by thenew methods
alluded to. We do not permitourselves to doubt
that under,reversed conditions the retailer might
indict an equally true bill against the whole-
snlers, and the only inference permissible to
draw from the reference is that there is always
an indefinite percentage of Dbusiness which
cannot be: depended upon under a system of
long contracis, Advices from abroad are un-
changed in tenor ; no qualdificution of previously
reported firmness, no abatement of ¢co-incidental
excitement.,  The following circumstance illus-
trates the extent and character of the chunge
that as taken place in Canadue plates: On the
4th of December a leading house received a
cablegram - offering o certuin quality of plates
at lds, the same plates having Lrought early
in the season but 95, On the 20th inst., an in-
terval of less than seven weeks, & cablegram
is recetved offering plates hardly so good at 19s.,
an advance, without nllowance tor difference in
quality, of over 35 per cent.  We have again to
muke extensive alterations in our prices curreat
advancing iron and tin plates as follows:—
Block T, 28¢ to 30e; Grain Tin, 28¢ to 30¢
Galvanized Iron, No. 28, 9¢ to 94¢ 5 Pig lron,
Siemens, No. 1, 532 to $24; Sicmens bar jron,
$2.40 10 $2.60 ; do besl, .00 to 53,10 5 §
loan Pig fron, 834 to 535 ; Belinton, N
to $34; Bar Iron, ordinary brands,
753 Sheet Tron to No. 20, $3.25 to
Swedes, $4.00 10 $56.00; Hoops, $3.00 to H
Boiler Plutes, $3.25 S3.60;. Cunada. Plates,
Iatton, 84.50 10 235.60; Tron Wire, No. G, per
bundle, $2.25 5 No. 8, $2.55 ; No. 12, §2.85 ; No.
16, $3.10; Tin Plae, 1.0, Coke, S0 00; 1. C.
Clarcond, $10 ;1.) ; XX, F14; DO
$9; DX, 311 D.XUX, 813 5 Pig lead, %560
10 $5.75 ; Sheet, $6 1o R0.30 ; Shot, $6.50 to
%7.00. )

Hipes.—The ensier feeling in the West is re-
fleeted in this market, though not to an extent
to affect prices. Regnlar dealers maintain that
$10 is now a full price, and, while everything
offering is quickly picked up on that basis, there
is no longer that -sharp competition which a
short time'ago induced the cutting of brokers'
or handlers’ profits. A prominent leather dealer

b )

“

claims, however, that poreha-es are still making -

quictly nshigh as 105

L and that bulchers who

do not [ook for accommodution nt the hands ot

their eustomers ean get figure without
difficulty. In any cuse the price to tanners re-
mains unchanged wt $11, $10 and 39 for green
butchers' Nos. 1, 2 ani 3 respectively, nt which
rates the marketis kept.bare. Sheepsking un-
changed.

Hors.—The distrust to which reference was
made Inst week as rather impending than ac-
tual §s no longer discernible, and has very likely
disappeared entively. Tt takes hat litle to
chunge the character of the lécal market, and
this perhaps for the reason that the market has
so_little eharicter 10 chnnge. The sale of 9
bales on private teems is reported. This is taken
as the forernuner of the dempnd for consuIp-
tion that was beginning 1o excite anxions inter-
est on account of its non-appenrance, and, con-
sequently, o less uncasy feeling obtains. It is
not expeeted that the breywers will come at once
into the market und supply their needs for ithe

- season, for they prufess 1o hnve no confidence

in prices, and prove their sincerity by persist-
ently withholding from the market; but it js°
thought that. the time is about come when from
necessity small purchases at least will be made,
and these continue on steadily. The purchase
cited was of a, charncier to bedr this interpreta-
tion, and is doubtless the true motive of any
change that may be deemed. to have taken
place. “We are informed of  lot of ¢ bales, very

goud haps, seeking & purchaser, not below 33¢,

and another lot of 10 bales, choice, for which
33c might have been had-some fortnight ago,
now asking for a bid. If consumers come into
the market, as seems now probsble, the figure
above named may prove not ont of the way, but
atpresent we know of no bidg, and no transac-
tions pointing to so high a price.  The quoin-
tion for choice New York hops in thar marker
on Wednesdny was 38¢ to 40c¢ ; nnd for good
ta prime, 3bc to37c.

Leavier. —Sole leather is in very active de.
mand, aad moves oft rapidly. A leading house
reports itdiflicult to keep any in stock, ns every-
thing that comes in goes out almost immediate-
Iy, _and, were it not for adopting this year a
policy of unusually strict discrimination in the
matter of making sales, its Lusiness might be
very largely extended, ” That is,. inquiry is so
eager that established houses are in a position
to reject custom not of the highest class, yet
which in ondinary times they might be glad” to
have.  As a matler of course, this question of the
relative status of buyers finds its. counterpoise
in an adjustment of prices, varying somewhat
from ruling rates.  The quotations we give ars
for first-clnss trade only. Tt is possible that
some well-favored concerns are able to buy a
shade under as it is probable that some have to
pay over given quotations. 'We hear of the
purchase ot a considerablelot of sole leather by
a prominent boot and shoe 'house on private
terms, the figure said to be very low, but the
transaction “was  certainly  exceptional, since
buyers eaun be found at price lisy figures with-
out difliculty. No. 2 Sole leather especinlly isin
sharp demand  There is a somewhat easier feel-
ing in uppers, and possibly our outside figures
are now a shade too high.,  The changrin tone
that has taken place is due to a talling-ofl' in
demand naturnl st this season, and lms 1o real
signifieance, nor is it yet sulliciently marked or
clearly defined teo.call for any alteration in
quotations. . Free exportation of B, AL sole
leather and Buffalo sole leather to England con-
tinue, several large shipments having been
made during the weel,

Lomuer.—Owing to the searcity of new
buildings, and this being the dullest season of
the year, there is not much deing in retail yards,
Sl there have been scveral lots sold to go
South, nnd desirable lumber is eagerly picked
up at good prices, - Coarse and cull pine bas
not improved much in price, owing to the small
amount being used at present, but will cost:
more to replace in spring.  This is a favorable
time to let out buildings, while- there is dry
stock to be got at present low rates. ;

Ous~—The demand for oils continues very
light witty no marked change in prices.—MNaval
stores~—Turpentine is rather easior this week.
Rosins and T'ars nuchanged— Puinfs vory guiet.
~—efined Lelrolewm.~Firm, at 13¢ per wine
gal. fob. at London; bere, cars 164c; part
cars, 165¢; small lots, 17¢; ‘single brls,, 18c;
-Benzine, 20c to 25¢; Olive, ‘winter pressed,
“lots, 20c single harrels; 25c per wine gal.

Provisions.—Butier.—Shipments of the stock
purchased last week have kept some portion of
the trade quite busy ; otherwise there has been
very little doing. The season is now fully
come when the local market of necessity must
gradually lose interest until new butter nmkes
its appearance. The recent speculative deal
may be cited as the last flicker of the candle of
the season's business, and the fignre would
seem to be the wove titting, since there is the
pos=ibility of the candle’s going out.with » bad
udor.  Advices received since the venture was
entered upon hiave not been so encouraging s
those which give it birth ; wilder westher, an
casier feeling,” dillienlty in eflecting sales, are
uot the kind of reports.most agreeable to con-
signors, yet such liave come to hand, and natu-
rally have served to give the market a sober
cast.- Within «t day or twe, however, the situa~
tion hasbettered. Colder weather isadvised,and
A consequent hardening in prices and improve-
ment in tone. The fate of shipmenta:on the
way is about the only matter of veal'intgrest in




