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IV.-LOUIS JOSEP14 PAPINEAU

NE of the most striking
oratorical personalities
that ever appeared in
Canada was Louis Josephi
Papineau, the fanions
Lower Canadian orator

and statesman. Witli almost pictur-
esque magnificence lie flaslied upon
the lu-minous stage o~f history, and
when his mission te a great race of
people was ended lie disappeared
with almost mysterious suddenness
frein before the eyea of men.

At th~e sound of his name, Upper
Canada lias been wont to cry "Trait-
or", Lower Canada te exelaim "Pat-
riot". His faults were not a f èw, his
,elaims to euewn iuany. And whetlier
the laure of a patriot be his glory, or
the dark -mask of a traitor lie his
shame, at least noe discord4ant no>te is
sounded in eithr Ontario or Quebee
when lie is proudly acclaimed as one of
the very foremost orâters of the land.

Papineau rises before the present
,age as one of those almost mytical,
yet comrnanding characters whorm
Carlyle miglit weil have included as
a special type of liero ini his >peerless
panorama of personalities, the justly
famous "ileroes and Hero Worship".
But tlie great Seottisli seul-searcher

ýdid net Imew Papineau, and in conse-
quence a refreshig ifountain of
knowledge remained forever sealed
frein hunian eyes. The werld, how-
ever, is not fercea te reniain whoily
4diseonsolate, for the biograpliy of tlie
illustrieus F~rech Canadian lias been
frequently and most effectively writ-
ten. De Celles, for man1y years the

accomplished andc versatile librarian
of the Canadian Parliamentary li-
brary at Ottawa, lias contrihuted, te
"<The Makers of Canada" series ed
biographiies a most sympathetic ac-
ceunt of the triumphs and the mis-
fortunes of his remarkable tribune
of the eider of the Canadas. Other
writers have donc likewise. To re-
count, otlierwise than -výitli becoming
bircvity the fsscinating vicissitudes of
his career would tlierefoe b. repeat-
ing what already lias seen liglit
tlirough tlie press, and is te lie fou2nd
ini many libraries threugliout the
country.

It hs pardomable te speak oxtrava-
gantly of Papineau. H. is one of oui'
~own countrymen. And while it neyer
bas been a Canadian ciiaracteristic
to everload the mien of the northern
zonle with praise, yet in the case ef
heroes, orators and poets even we in
Canada make a fltting exception.
When we rpad tliese words, written
sixty years after Papineau lad passcd
the meridian of hai glory, "Rlis name
stiil shines respiendent, a star ef the
highiest rank ini the censtellation ef
oi' Cariadian celebrities" . .. "lie
is a legendary ged"* . . . "c
people werc liypnetized by his elo-

- . .ieý "for the educated as
well as the masses, lie is the prototype
o! elequencee" . . "tllc terni 'lie is
a Papineau', constitutes the highest
praise whicli ean be conferred on a
master of the art ef speaking" it
seems that superlative language is al
that reniains te adequately describe
his talents and his oratory.


