
CHAPTER XXIV

DECORATIONS

TO sneer at decorations is often much 
easier than to earn them.

It is true that more decorations, from the 
Victoria Cross down, have been awarded in 
this war than in the hundred years before it. 
It may be stated that for each of these distinc­
tions given a man, ten others should now be 
wearing the bit of ribbon which signifies the 
award, if justice could only be done. Many 
a high-minded chap is lying out there, with 
only a small wooden cross to mark his last rest­
ing place, who, if the truth were but known, 
earned the finest that we had to give. And 
thousands of gallant others there are with 
naught but their khaki to distinguish them 
as soldiers of liberty, who have, with a smile 
on their lips and with no thought of awards or 
rewards in their minds performed feats of the 
noblest courage and self-sacrifice.
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