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fubfifted by the mere will and pleafure of thecrown!

it was imperium hominis that has governed the Canadi-

ans fince the peace ; it is imperium legis that is to go-

vern them hereafter. Is it neccflary for mc to ex-

plain to your Lordihipwhich is a ftate of liberty, and
which of tyranny ? Converfant with the hiftory and
[fate of nations, your Lordihip knows that allthofe

[unhappy people who have loft their liberties, havefeeii

thofe liberties end precifely where the government
of will begin. But your Lordfliip is pleafed to re-

Iverfe this propoiition ; and you, who in your love of
paradoxes formerly told us that Canada was conque-
red in Germany, now tell us that this lame Canada
18 inflaved, becaufe it is no longer to be governed by
proclamation, but by law.

Let us ftop for a moment, to fee what t'^c govem-
ent of Canada was, under the proclamation which
u wifli to perpetuate,— it comprehended Eaft Fiori-

, Weft Florida, and the Granades, together with
nada, countries as different in their eftablifliments

||s in their foil, and in their climate ; various there-

Jbrc were the inftruftions given to their fevcral go-

yernors, and afterwards changed according as info»'-

ination and experience pointed out new fyltcms. In

IJanada the French laws alone prevailed till 1764, then

^Ibe Engliih laws got fome footing. The governors

ind officers ofjuftice always doubtful which to take

flir their guide, fometimes prefering the Engliih,

l^metimes the French laws, as each feemed applicable

to the cafe before them—One year a proclamation,

ibother year an inftru<^on to a governor, another

ar a local ordinance, changed the principal, and
ried the courfe of their jufticiary proceedings. -In

is ftate of fluduation, no man knew by what right

could take, or give, inherit, or convey, pofleCs, or

ijoy property j or by what mode or rule he coul

J

bjino:


