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minted them to a participation of all the advan-

tages enjoyed by their ori^jinal fubje(^ls,

in Peru, agriculture, the art of primary nc-

cefTitv in loclal life, was more extentive, and
carried oji with greater fkill, than in any ether

part of America. The Spaniards, in their pro-

gicis through the country, were lb fully fuppHcd
with provifions of every kind, that in the relation

of their adventures we meet with few of thofc

difmal fcenes of diftrcfs, occafioned by famine,

in which the conquerors ot INIe^dco were fo often

involved. The quantity of foil under cultiva-

tion was not left to the difcrction of individuals,

but regulated by public authority, in proportion

to the exigencies of the community. F^vcn tho

calamity of an unfruitful feafon was but little

felt ; lor the produc'l: of the lands confccrated to

the Sun, as well as thofe lit apart for the Incas,

being depoiited in the public flore-houfes, it

there remained as a ftated provifion for timet

of fcarcity.

The ingenuity of the Peruvians was alfo con-
fpicuous in the conftruclion of their houfes and
public buildings. In the exteniive plains, which
llretch along the Pacific Ocean, where the Iky if

perpetually ferene, and the climate mild, their

houfes were very properly built only of flight

materials ; but in the higher regions, where
rain falls, where the vlcillitudes of feafons are

known, and their rigour felt, houfes were con-

ftru6led with greater folidity. They were gc*

nerall^ of a fquare form, the walls about eight

feet high, built with bricks hardened in the Sun,
without any windows, and the door low an4
(trait. Simple as thcfe ftriu'lurcb were, and rude

AS the maCcriaU may fcem to be, of which ihcy


