
PREFACE.
AS the Public mufl: ultimately decide on the merits

of every work, and their opinion is neither to be cor-

rupted by flattery, nor biafled by prejudice, the Editor

thinks nothing elle ncccdiiry, by way of Introdu6lion, than

to open the plan of the Colledlion, and to aflign a few

reafons, for adding one more to the numerous publica-

tions of this kind, which the world is already pofTefled

of.

The principal idea which has prevailed in the choice

of the materials, has been, not to dwell too long on any

one fubjedt, or any one period ; and to feledt fuch pa-

pers, as mark moft ftrongly the charadters of celebrated

Princes and their Minifters, and illufl:rate feme memo-

rable ajra, or remarkable ferics of events. It Hems fupcr-

iluous to obferve, that the introdudions prefixed to mofl: of

the articles will conned (as far as was pradicablc) the

different divifions of the work with general hiftory, and

lead the reader's attention to fuch pouits as he may think

deferve it befl. Notes arc cccafionally infcrted at the

bottom of the page, with the fame view : and it k hoped

they will not be thought either tedious or trifling.
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