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inuHfiiiHcciit Hoil aixl u fine cliiuiil.', hut «|ho n iimVkrI for nil tiinnim,' pro-
due- at rul.'d whi.ti urc .•x<«rl)il,mllv liiirli

'

l"'i>r iiistmi.'i- lloin s,.l|s \r<>ui
C'-' 10«. to X:> pi-r !!.• Km II.,,

; p,,tai....H :,s. t.. "m. h l.u>.h..| , aii<l i.llh'r •..iii-

mwliti.m iu j>i-<.i...iiioM, No nppivli.MiMon i, ,.,.,! I),> .•ul.-rtuiu.'.l i|„»i nuoIi
H.'ltl.'in.MitN would I'.MUiiiu i.>o|,il.'d cHinldiHlnu.'nt*.. Tlh>r>' iiri- al Mi.' pn-n-
iMittimo uiiuiy ixMHonK Mciilt.'iid ihrousfli ih.' HiiKkiitrlh-Wnu who wish l.>

htM'oinc riiruiiTH unit n.-HIcin, hut hi'silnt.' to i^i-o iu ll K^.mk .-
..I' |nnt.r-

tinn iiiidwTurity. Th.-Hc p.Ms.,UNMiv old ^.TViiulNol ih,. ||ii,Nun\ Itiis Cum.
panv who liiivf m^d." uiou.'v, »r IniiilfrN, w hoNi- Iiv.-n h i\ .- Ix.-ii "p i«v,.,|

iu tho Ur»'al Went, uud who now dohir.> t(»Ni'lllc <louu \<>r would iiunih,i
cItkHM of N.'lilfr h.' lilmful. S'v.TuI olihf .VliMNiouurifN iu lh»< .Siinkad hcwau
hiiv.' h<'.'u iu corr.'spoud.'ii.'o with p.-r-ouM iu (iiiuiuhv who d.-Mir.- to N.'.-k ii

hum«« iu this Wcsd-m luuil, hut who huv.' h.'fu udviHi-d lo r.'in^iin in iln'iv

proi«^nt couutry uutil umttciN hiiv.> hiToun- nion< sritjcd nlou'j llj.' S r-knl-
(•ht'wau. The adviiuluu.'n oi Ih,. |,.ciditi..'i« whirh I li:i\ . i,p .iji.d ih.^ |iimi'-

tiou ot'th.' hrniudicN of ih-' S-isknii-h.-wiui llivcr. ;iud ihi- ui'iuiihourli..o,| oi

Kdiiioutou may Ix' Mliit.-d us loll.fWM
; — Juuctiou of N'mlh lUid South l.ian.li

—aplatu' of urciit lulun' milijiiiy aud ••ouiiucrciai inipoitaurr, roininaudiim
uavigutiou ofhoth riv«'r«— I'lijoyH a .liinatc Nuituhh- to llu' pioduition of -<//

t(>r»'alt and roots, and UHoil of nuHuipa^Mil h-rlility— is HiluaL-d alioul niiil-

vvav IhiIwoou Red l{ivcr uud ihi- Rockv Mouutuiuh, and p.'-. ,^<,.s nlnindant
uud ('Xc«>lh*ut NUpplics of liuihi-r for huiiiliiiu' and fut-l— in lu'lmr ihi' pn-
Hutiu'd interruption to Hti-aiu iiaviifatiou on SaNkatchfwan liivi'r, kiu.wii aN
"Coal Falla," uud in Hituutod on direct curt road fr Maiiitohu |.i t'nrltoii.

m

Edmonton, the confro of the rppiT Haakatchcwnn, aim) the ceutrc oi

hirjfe popuhitiuti (half-hrced)—country lyiujjf hctwccn it and Victoria very
fertih'— i8 within easy reach of lUackfeet, Cree, uud ANMinihoiiie couutry—
HurnmerfroBtB often iujuriouH to wheat, Imt all othfr crops tlirive well, and
even wheat is IVecpiciilly a lartrc and i.roductive croiN^^inilx-r for fuel ph-ntv
and for l)uildinLrcau heohtaiued in lar^i-e ((Uantitii's |(i iifM*\s diNtaiil—coal in

large quautitieu on buu^ of rivur, uudjfold ul from 3 to Iu

.iliujid barsl £j^,i

^* Only one other subject rcmninx for oonHideration (I presnniV
establishment of rejjulur mail communication itnd steam uaviiratioTNixoi^fd

follow the adoption of tht! course I have recomnicndi'd), and, therefore, have
not thought lit to introduce thi'Ui ; and to that Mihjeci, I will now allude
bofpre ciosinff this Report, whiidi has already renclii-d i)roporlions very
much larger tnan I hod anticipated. I refer to the Indian (jueslion and the

best mode of dealing with it. As the military protection of the line ol the

Saskatchewan against Indian attack would he a practical impossibility with-
out a very great expenditure of money it b<!comes necessary that all pre-

cautious should be taken to prevent the outbreak of an Indian war, which
if once commenced could not fail to be jiroductive of evil consciiuences, I

would urge the tulvisability of sendin;^ u Commissioner to meet the tribes

of the Saskatchewan during their summer assemblies.

It must be borne in mind that the real Indian Question exists many
hundred miles West of Manitoba in a rej^ion where the red man wields a

power and an inlluence of his own. Upon one point I would recommend
particular caution, and that is in the selection of the iudividxial for this pur-

pose. I have heard a good deal of persons who were said to po.sscss great

knowledge of the Indian character, and I have seen enough of the red man
to estimate at its real worth the posses.sion of this knowicdirc—kuowlcdu''e

of Indian character has too long been synonymous with knowledge of how
to cheat tl^e Indian—a species of cleverness which, even in the science of

chicanery, does not require the exercise of the highest abilities. I fear that

the Indian has already had too many dealings with persons of this class, and
haa now got a very shrewd idea that those who pbssess this knowledge of

his character have also managed to possess themselves of his property.

With regard to the objects to be attended to by a Commission of the

kind I have referred to, the principal would be the establishment of

I>eace between the warring tribes of Crees and Blackfeet. I believe that a

peace duly entered intoVaqd signed by the chiefs of both nations, in the

presence and under the authonty of a Government Commissioner, with

that show of ceremony and display so dear to the mind of the Indian, would
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