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11. EaSTEUN BoUNDAUY C^L'ESTION. 1885

ill othor wonlH, that thn lino doscrilM'd l>y tho Act of 1858 as "hy tho inain-clmiii of tlio Rocky
"Mountains," is part of the sanu; lim^ ilcscriljpd in tii<> Acts of 180;} and 18GG as " i)y th(!

" Rocky Mouiitiiins."

'I'lu- dctinitioiisof th»^ castfrn l)oiindary hy tiw Acts of l8r)8, 18C3, and 1806, arc as follows:

(Act of l8r)S, Section 1) - l!i-ifisli (jolninliiii slmll, for the jmrposes of tlii.s Ait, l)c held to

coinjirise 111! such Territories within the dominions of Her Majesty us are hounded to the cast

hy the luuin-chiiin of the Rocky Mountains, and to the north liy * * *

(Act of l8().'i, Section .'J)

—

i>ritisli C'ohnnhia shall, for the purposes of the said Act, and
for all other pur])oses, lie held to comiirise all such Territories within the dominions of Her
Majesty as are hounded * * * ^o the east from the iioundary of tlio

United States northwards hy the Rocky Mountains and the 1 "JOth meridian of west longitude,

and sliall include (^)ue(^n Charlotte's Island * * * * *

(Act of 1S()*), Section 7) — Until the Union Mritish (Joluinhia shall include such Territories

within the Dominions of Her Majesty as are houm led to tlu! cast

from the houndary of the United States noithwards hy th(! Rocky Mountains and the one

hundred and twentieth meridian of west ioiijiitude.

(S(^ction 8)— After the Union iSritish (jolumhia shall comprisi; all the Territories and
Islands afon.'said, and Vancouver IsUuul and the Islands adjacent th(!reto.

There can ht^ no douht as to the intended nieaninj;; of the delinition of the eastern houndary
in th(( Acts of 18G3 and 18(10, in so far as this lini- is dellned hy a meridian line.

Now, as regards thi^ meauinf^ of the phrases "hy tlii' main chain of the Hocky Mountains,"

and "hy the Rocky Mountains," it is to he noted that one esswitial characteristic of the ex-

pressions— in their apjilication to the definition of a houndary—is that they must have heen

intended to indicate aouw. presumahly ascertainahle and practical line. The only line of the

kind which can he generally predicated as characteristic of mountain ranges is their lino of

wat<;r-slu'd.

The words "hy the main chain of the Rocky Mountains" occurring in the Act of 1858,

has special reference to a water-shed line, for it is this line which determines thc^ main-chain.

Now, it has heen shewn that there was no intt^ntion to change, hy the Act of 1863, so

much of the eastern houndary of British Oolundiia as had heen settled hy the Act of 1858, for

the Duke of Newcastle, who had charge of the l>ill in 1863, expressly stated that its ohject

was to exttind the Colony northward, hut otherwise only to continue the Act of 1858.

Conse(|Uontly the interpretation, appropriate in the nature of things, given ahove of the

words " hy the Rocky Mountains" occurring in the Acts of 1863 and 1866, is contirmed hy

the circumstance that these words w('re intended to hi; read as .synonymous with the expression
" hy the main chain" of the Rocky Mountains previously used in the Act of 1858.

Hut there are also gimerally accepted rules, hosed upon natural principles, which regulate

the interpretation of documents atlecting the interests of several parties, and the application of

these! rules support the views just expressed. Vattel (Law of Nations, Hook 1 1., chap, xvii.,

paragraph 280, p. 251), in discussing the int<M'pretation of treati(>8 says— " We ought always
•' to affix such meaning to tho expressions as is most suitahle to the suhj(ict or matter in
" question."

Paragraphs 244 and 263—"When a deed is worded in clear and precise terms, when its

" meaning is evident and leads to no ahsurd conclusion, there can he no reason for refusing to
" admit the meaning which such deed naturally presents. To go elsewhere in search of con-

•'jectures, in order to restrict or extend it, is hut an attempt to elude it. If this dangerous
•' nmthod he once admitted, there will he no deed which it will not rcnd(;r useless. However
" luminous each clause may he, however clear and precise the terms in which the deed is

" couched, all this will be of no avail if it ho allowed to go in quest of extraneous arguments to
•* prove that it is not to he understood in the sense which it naturally presents."

Hall (on International Law, Part II., chap, x., p. 281, par. 3 (1),) says:

—

" When the language of a treaty, taken in the ordinary meaning of the words, yields a
" plain and reasonable sense, it must be taken as intended to be read in that sense, subject to
" the qualifications that any words which may have a customary meaning in treaties, dill'ering

" from their common signification, must be understood to have that meaning, and that a sense
*' cannot be adopted which leads to an absurdity, or to incompatibility of the contrast with an
" aco^pted fundamental principle of law."

Phillimore (on International Law, vol. II., chap. Ixx., par. 3,) says with reference to

interpretation :

—


