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) Mr. r,ujh>r to Mr. liirl.

IMti;!) Stai,i:s Consci.atk,
It'iiiiiiiny, J{. A'. ./,, '/iilfi "JT, 1^H^^.

Sik: Voiir Ictti r <il' .lul.v 21 wuh rt'ceived by iiic on llie 'J-lth of July anil )iii» hi't'ti

cari'l'iilly coiisiiltTiMl.

I have foiwanlcd a cojiy to tlw State D<'partinfnt at Wasliiiiytoii, accoiii|iaiiie<l by
your coiiiiiiniiicatidii to Dr. K. FiHi-ttif July H, and a t'lill report of tin* j)i<»c<'<)(linf»s in

;^oiir('aMi> bctoit! tbi- stipendiary niiiKi^trate at ]{e;:iiia.

I sliall pr<>iii|>tiy adviNi- yoiiiHelf or yonrcoiinsul of any action upon your conniinnicu-

tion by tlie Wasbin;;lr>n antboritieM.

I am, Hir, your obedient Hervant,
jA.MKt* \V. Tayi.ok.

(U) Mr. likl to Mr. Taylor.

TltlSOX I)K KK(iIXA,
(no date) xitue .hti/imt I.

Sik: I bave received your true favor of t be "vMlli iiitimo. Tbi> niiinber of my tliaiiks

to yon is e(|inil to tliat of our starH ; and tlie sincerity oi my aeknowlednnient sbineH

out of my beart dni'iii<; iiiy misforluiie, trying to barnioni/.u witb the gentle brigbt
cob)rs of tlie Ameriean Hag.

I liave tbe boiior to send yon, as best I can, a part of my address to tbe court on
Friday, tbe last of July. 1 bave not presently iiiKb'r my band copy of my ob.serva-

tions as to tbe imperfection of llie jury, as to tbe Strang*' mode of tbeir selection by
an otticer of tbe Ciowii, iieitber as to tbe incompetency of tbe «'oiirt. I'erbaps you
\^ill be able to see it in )iiiblic print.

Saturday, August 1, 1 asked tbe court for tbe a])pointment of a coinnii.ssion to give
ine opportunity to produce all tbe circumstances of my case, and tor Ww, formati'ii of

a special tribunal before \vhi<-b 1 could ajuieal. My view is tbis : Tbe troiildes of 'Hh

in tile Saskatcbewjin aretbe ccmtinuation oi tbe tronldesof '(i'j-'70, »\bicb tlie (IttHwa
government lia^e never duly settled ; and I wisb tbat a tborongb investigation bo
made on tbe (inestion of tbose troubles from '(lit to tlie present time.
Tbe Ottawa goveriiment bave adopted concerning tbe balfbri-ed and In lian title

to lands an altfMretber ditl'ereiit view and ^iriiicijile tliaii those adopted by tbe Ameri-
can Government on tlie same (lueNtion. Tbe annuities paid by tbe United States to

tbeir Indians are distributed to tbein as donations. Tbat principb^ leaves tbe admin-
istration of Indian atfairs at libeity to ad(>])t a cour.se of action sncb as circumstances
direct best. Hut on tbis side of tbe line ii fixed Indian policy bas been a(b)pted, and
its jirinciple bas been made constitutional, tbereby giving llie Indians and tbe iialf-

breeds a constitutional jdat form. Tliegovernment of tbe Dominion, by its treaty with
tbe <lelegates of tbe Northwest, agreed that a certain proportion <if the landsbe granted
to tbe half breeds throughout the territory, and to inaugurate tbe princifde in Mani-
toba. One million four hundred tbouiiaiid acres were guarantied to them by the
tbirty-tirst claii.se of the constitution of tbat province. As its area contained at that
time only about 9,500,000 acres, tbe lanci grant was about one-seventh of the whole
BUi>erticie.

The half-breeds of tbe Northwest want that tbe same proportion be guarantied to
them ; that their seventh be valiied and understood to re[)resent a capital in the hands
of the government, and that an interest be jiaid to them every year on that capital.
And as tbe half-breeds of Manitoba have had the constitutional guaranty of that

seventh of the land on account of their Indian title, the Indian tribes of the North-
Avcst are naturally dissatisfied tbat the Indian title should carry less for them than
for the half-breeds. Besides, the termt of the tliirty-tirst clause of the Manitoba <act

state that the half-breed liind grant is made toward extinguishing ibe Indian title,

which give tbe Indians to iniderstand fhat when tlio Federal Government will have
given as much to the pure Itidians as it gave the half-breeds, then only will tbe In-
dian title entirely be extinguished. Ttie matter at stake is not a small one, consider-
ing the Northwest to have a superficie of about 1,195,000,000 acres of land.
Tbe Ottawa government disregards most openly tbe very views whicn they have

Bo liound themselves by constitution to follow. On tbe other hand, the half-breeds
and Indians, being unwilling rogive tbeir con.stitutional rights, have petitioned until
tbe Ottawa Government resoh ed to silence them by force, as they are just now doing.
Mr. Consul, this contradict* ry policy, it seems to me, ought to be modified seri-

onsly, either by repealing altoj ether t le thirty-first clause of the Manitoba constitu-
tion or by fulfilling it. Otherv.'ise the Indian and half-breed question, as it stands on
this aide of the line, may react fearfully amongst the American Indians and half-
breeds. For that reason I have thougiit that inasmuch as that reaction may disturb


